
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



^■^j{Ur^:'-i 




LET\^IS XYl, 



^u6Hsh^d ,Tan ^ f.fjgj, hy C'a//t'// /ic7>avirj', Shftrtef . 



PRIVATE MEMOIRS 



RELATIVE TO THE 



LAST YEAR OF THE REIGN 



OF 



LEWIS tHE SIXTEENTH, 

LATE KING OF FRANCE. 



By ANT. FR. BJERTRAND de MOLEVILLE, 

MINISTER OF STATE AT THAT TIME. 



Tranflatcd from the Original Manufcript of the Author, 
which has never been publifbed;'' . 

' WITH FJFB PORrRAirS, FROM ORIGJJs^Jl PICTURES, 
OF THE ROYAL FAMILY OF FliAKti;,* . 

■ quaque ip/e m/errimi^ if^^dt ^\'"' \- ^ ' ^ 

Et quorum pau'-^'^^ "*,"/ ^'V-'^y^l^®"- 

IK THREE VOLUME?*''-' 

VOL. L 



LONDON: 

, Printed for A. Strahan ; and T. Cadell jun. and 
W. Daties (Succcffors to Mr, Cadell) in the Strand, 

1797- ^ 



•••- 

.:•::;• 



THE Publijbers are authorifedby M. d< 
Bertrand to declare^ that the Portraits of the 
Royal Family of France^ given in this Work^ 
are all engraved from Original PiSiureSy re-* 
ceived in prefents from their late Majejlies ; 
and that they are^ in his opinion^ the mqft 
faithful Ukenejfes that have hitherto ap^ 
peared. 



The Portraits are to be placed as follows : 

Louis XVI* to face the Title-page <>f. Vol. L 
The Queen, to face the Title-page.iif Vol. II. ' 
Louis XVII. to face Page 4^ of YoU IL 
Princess Elizabeth, to f^c^jtHf^^Trtie-page of 

Vol. in. ^>rS'i^^ *;-. 

Madame Royale, to face Page 4V4?f yol:)aL 



A 2 



In the Prefsy^ and fpeedily will be publijhedj 

In One Volunae Oftavo, 

PRIVATE MEMOIRS relating tofomeof the^ 
moft interefting Ratrticulars of the French Re- 
volution. ^^J M* le Marquis de Bouille. 



'••.. _•. 



::••• •::<:•• .•V^.- 






CONTENTS 

OF THE 

FIRST VOLUME. 



INTRODUCTION, . Page i 

C H A P. I. 

A view of the ftate of France^ preyious to the aflem- 
Uing of the States General in 1789 — Their convo- 
cation abfoluteljr neceflary.— The advantages which 
n^ight have been derived from it.<— The caufes of the 
mifchiefs which followed.— The chara£ter of Lewis 
Xyi.«-OfM. deMaurepas. - 19 

CHAP. n. 

Charaderof the archbifhop of Sens. — ^The king's opi- 
nion of him. — Firft Aflembly of Notables. — In- 
trigues to overturn M. de Calonne's plans. — ^Their 
fuccefs. — ^The archbifliop of Sens appointed firft 
minifter. — Proje£k of reformation in the magiftracy. 
—Motives of my repugnance to concur in this 
fcheme communicated to the chancellor. — His diili- 
mulation. — My departure for Brittany with M. de 
Thiard.— His chara£ler. — Arrival of orders from the 
king.— I fend my rcfignation.'— The minifter's an- 
fwer.— A capital fault of the archbilhop of Sens.— « 
Reflexions. , - . . 38 

A3 



vi CONTENTS, 

CHAP. III. 

Aflcmblee dcs Chambres.— ArriTal of the king's com- 
miffaries in the Palais.— Riot of the attorneys* 
clerks.— Difficulty which the king's commiflaries 
found to enter the Grand Chambre.— An account of 
what paffed at this fitting. — Retreat of the king's 
commiflaries.— The infults which they received.- — 
Infurreftion of the people. — Violent excefles com- 
mitted againft the foldiers. — ^The arrival of frefti 
troops at Rennes. — ^The inutility of this meafure.— 
Its c^nfequences. - ^ - Page 60 

e H A P. IV. 

Aflemblies held in the Chamhres de Le^ure.^Conk^ 
quences of thefe aiiemblies.— -Imprudent eonverfa- 
tions of M. de Thiard. — The danger to which I was 
expofed by them.— A parody of the iit de jujtice 
exhibited in the ftreets by the chimney-fweepers.— 
The parliament meets.— Weak meafiires to feparatc 
it. — General infurreftion. — Violence .of the attor- 
ney-general.— Deputation of the parliament.— Pub- 
lication of its decifions^-- Condu£t of the nobility, 
with refpedi to M. d'Hervilly.— Weaknefsof M. de 

* Thiard. ^ - - 75 

CHAP. V. 

Progrefs of the infurreftion.— Infolence of a Procur^ur 
du Rot. — Reprefentations of \kiz<omm\[ftm intermedin 
aire of the dates. — Violent condu£b of the arch- 
bifliop of Sens. — Decrees of the council.-— Tumults. 
— Weaknefs of M. de Thiard.— Defigns formed 
againft me. — My ^leparture /or Paris. — Its confc- 
7 quences. 



CONTENTS. Tii 

quences. — M. de Thiard's recall.— jleplaccd by M. 
de Stainville.— Retreat of the archbiftiop of Sens— 
and of M. de Lamoignon. — R^all of Mr. Ncckcr.— 
M. de Barentin appointed chancellor.— Mr. Nicker 
prepares the convocation of the States General.— 
His motives. - - , - Page 96 

C H A P. VI. 

Remarkable determination of the municipality of 
Renncs.— Reprefentatioris upon the neceffity of an- 
nulling it. — The others municipalities of the province 
Imitate th^t of Rennes*— rl gtve in my refignation.*— 
Opening of the States of Brittany. — Infurreftion 
againft the nobility. — ^Separation of the States.'*^ 
Opening of the States General. — Propofal of the 
, club Breton, to Mr. Necker, reje£led.— Debates 
upon the verification of rightSf— ^Motives for dif- 
folving the States General.^— Plan prdpofed for this 
purpofe .approved of,. but not folio wed.^ Declara- 
tion of the 23d of June. • 120. 

CHAP. VII. 

Mr. Necker.' - . - - 145 

. C H A P. VIII. 

The danger of permitting the national affembly to 
iflue decrees.-— Motives and means of maintaining 
the pra£lice of voting by order.— The difmiffion 
and recall of Mr. Necker. -^Endeavours of the de* 
puties from Brittany to get me appointed Garde des 
Sfeaux, — Oppofition on my part.— Memorial, on the 
reformation of which the magiftracy was fufceptible. 
—New organization of the adminiftrative bodies.*— 

Advantages 



viii . CONTENTS. 

Advantages wliich might have been drawn from It. — 
. Chara^rof M. de Montmorin. — Retreat of M. de 
Fleurieu, in confequence of the perfidious condufl 
of one of hia clerks. — ^The kixig, through M. de 
j^lontmoriny offers me the place of minifter of the 
Marine.— Reafons of my refufing. — The appoint- 
ment of M. Thevenard tO' that office. Page f 80 

C H A P. IX. 

Retreat of M. Thevenarrd. — ^The king again propofes 
that I ihottld enter into the adminiftration.— I ac- 
cq>t.«— Sentiments of the king and queen upon the 
conftitution.— A letter from me to the afiembiy.--* 
Conference with M. Thevenard.— -Opinion of die 
different partiesj with refpefl to my nomination*— 
]U difpofition of the affembly manifefted in the very 
firft fitting.— -Prudent condu£); of the king.-- The 
minifters agree among themfelves to have no com* 
munication with the committees, and always to cor* 
rcfpond direfUy with the aflembly«<-« Proclamation 
addreffed to the emigrant nobility.— Letters from 
t£e minifters of war and marine to the officers^ to 
engage them to return to the kingdom. - 210 

CHAP. X. 

Promotions under the adminiftration of M. Theve- 
nard.— Duke of Orleans appointed admiral.— 
Motives of this appointment. — ^Projcfted changes 
in the miniftry.— Rcfignation of M. de ,Mont' 
morin. — Appointment of M. de Mouftier to his 
place. — Afterwards retrafked. — Motives. — Meff. de 
Segur and Barthelemi refufe the department of 
foreign aiiairs.^ — M. de Lefiart appointed. — Retreat 
of M* du Portail, war minifter.«<-*Intrigues to pro* 

cure 



C O N T E N T S. tt 

cure the domination of M. de Narbonne to that 
place.— -The condud of that minifter*—- Singular 
propofal he made to the queen. — My firft mifunder- 
, {landing with the aflembly.. — Refult.-— Decree 
againft the emigrants.— The king refufes his fane- 
tion. — Mefiage from thb king^ carried by all the 
minifter^* - • » Page 228 

C H A P. XI. 

Nomination of M. Cahier de Gerville.— The miiiifters 
dine at his houfe, with Petion, and fome of the 
members of the municipality.— Decree againft the 
priefts. — The king refufes his fanftion. — Denunci- 
ation againft me.— The confcquences of this affair.— 
Ezpulfion of Bonjour. ^ - - ^ 257 

C H A P. XIJ. 

G)nftitutional guards of the king.— Propofals to the 
king, refpefling the formation of his houfehold.— 
The treafury inform the king that they could no 
longer pay any part of the civil lift in fpccie,— My 
propofal to idle king for procuring him money.<— 
Infubordination in the ports. — M. de Lajaille is af- 
faflinated at Breft. — My complaint to the aflembly, 
and to the Garde des Sceaux, on that fubje^.— A 
vifit from the prefident of the marine committee.— 
The committee determine upon a decree of accufa- 
tion againft me. — I am acquainted with this at mid- 
night.— Shameful condu£): of the InUndant de la 
Marine at Breft. - - - 281 

CHAP. XIII. 

Bad fuccefs of the laft naval promotion.— Refignation 

of almoft all the officers.— The duke of Orleans ac- 

6 cepts 



t CONTENTS. 

cepts the rank of admiral. — Sentiments he cxpreffcd 
tome upon the occafion. — He waits upon the king. 
—He returns to the palace the Sunday following, 
and is iilfulted. — ^The count d'Eftaing accepts of the 
' rank of admiral, with reitri£lions. — His ridiculous 
demands and condu£l.— The deputy Rouyer pro- 
tefts him. — Letter of Rouyer to the king.— M^ de 
Peynier, after having accepted the new rank with 
which he was invefted, refufes the command of the 
marine at Breftj and gives in his refignation. 

Page 309 

CHAP. XIV. 

Motives of the refolution which I took of writing 
down the difcourfes I pronounced in the aflembiy. 
•» A difcourfe which I pronounced upon the (late of 
the colony of St. Domingo. — EiFeft which it pro- 
duced. - - - 3^9 



APPENDIX. 



CONTENTS. w 



APPENDIX. 



No. I. 
Seance Royale da Mardi 23 Jum 1789. Difcours du 
Roi. - - . Page 357 



No.n. 




Lettre du Roi a I'Aflemblfo Nationale. 


381 


No. in. 




Lettre dc Rouycf au Roi. 


38S 



No. IV. 

Difcours prononce par M. Bertrand^ miniftre de la ma- 
rine> i I'A^emblee Nationale^ le 19 D^cemWe 1 79 1^ 
fur Tetat a£luel de la colonie de Saint Domingue. 

395 



ERRATA IN VOL. I. 

Page 6. line 14. ybriur round rf^i^farrounded 

for 2d, The power read 2d> That the 

power 
fir infuperable read infeparable 
for of my intendant read of my being 

intendant 
dele etat 
for had named read ought to have 

named 
for Oftober read November 
for others being read others as being 
deU the comma after incrcafing 
for de falut read le faint 
for tcrme read tenac 
for par nne read pas une 
for je vous readjQ vois 
for c'eft on read c'cft ce 
for les acablent read les accablant 
y^r a leur nature read et leur nature 



6. fine 


14. 


14.— 


21. 


33'.— 


■»s- 


121. — 


9- 


163.- 


II. 


182.— 


19. 


329. — 


8. 


34'- — 


II. 


346.— 


•3' 


359.— 


14. 




i«. 


3W.— 


3' 


389.— 


18. 


399- — 


14. 


400. — . 


la- 


403. — 


s' 



PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 



t N T R O D U C T I p N. 

irrzHiLE I was employed m arranging 
the various notes and obfervations 
lArhich I had made on thofe incidents of the 
Prench Revolution, in which I myfelf was 
principally concerned, I had no intention 
that the foUowihg Memoirs fhould ber 
publiflied during my life. My chief view, 
in this work, was to do juftice to the 
character of Lewis XVI. ; to detect the 
calumnies invented by the moft wicked of 
flien to juftify the dethroning, imprifoning, 
and murdering the moft virtuous of kings. 
Placed in fituations that afforded me op- 
portunities of knowing the principles oii 
^ VOL. I. B which 
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which his Majefty aded, and the motives 
of his condud at a moft important crifis, 
I confider myfelf as a neceflary witnefs in 
the great caufe between Lewis XVI. and 
his murderers, of which pofterity is to" 
judge. 

My firft defign was, that thofe Memoirs 
fliould be referved for the impartial judg- 
ment of future ages, as my perfonal tefti- 
mony refpeding all the fads within my 
knowledge: but it has been fuggefted to 
me fmce, that thofe fads would derive a 
greater degree of authenticity from their 
being fubmitted to the contradidion of all* 
cotemporaries, who think themfelves inte^ 
refted in refuting them ; that the truth of 
thefe Memoirs may be brought to the teft 
of that crofs examination, I have been pre- 
vdled on not to defer their publication any 
longer. 

The honour of the French nation loudly 
demands that all the manoeuvres, intriguea,. 
and confpiracies that brought on the pre« 
fent Revolution ihould be laid open ; thai: 
all the fads fliouId be known; that the 

realir 
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Teal criminals fhould be branded for the 
juftification of the innocent; that the au- 
thors of fuch general calamity and of fo 
many atrocities may not be confounded 
with their numerous vLftims. Truth and 
juftice fhall trace the line which ought to 
diftinguifh and feparate the errors which 
produced and favoured the Revolution, 
from the horrid crimes which difgraced it-. 
This reparation will exhibit on one fide but 
a fmall number of men, the greateft portion 
and the moft blood-thirfty of the guilty 
having already beeit overtaken by the divine 
vengeance. On the other fide will appear 
the whole French nation, compofed of dif- 
ferent parties, now more divided by their 
recoUeGions than by their opinions ; for 
the greateft part being at length enlight- 
ened by time and by misfortune^ deleft thofe 
whofe exaggerations led them aftray ; -they 
are now more eftranged by the hatred which 
they fuppofe in each other, than by that 
which they really feel ; all are harafled by, 
and difgufted with the Revolution j all feel' 
the neceffity of a general union to obtain 
B 2 the 
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the eftablifhment of that order and tranquil*^ 
Iky for which tjifey aflrfigh, and are willing 
to purchafe by reciprocal facrifices, and by 
the oblivion of all injuries and refentmentsw 
How can they refufe to forget and forgive 
the confequences of errors, into which 
almoft every individual of the French 
nation have been led ; for there is hardly 
one who did not wifli for fome change in 
the GoYcrnment, at a period when the 
minds of .men^were in ^fuch -a ftate of exalte* 
ation, that the antient edifice of the Cbnfti- 
tution w'as in danger of being totally over- 
turned, if at all attacked ? To vows im- 
prudently made, to the chimerical and am- 
bitious ' hopes of hot-headed and factious 
men j to an inconfiderate defire for a new 
order of things, was owing that general fer- 
mentation, of which a clafs of men, as art- 
ful as perfidious, took advantage,, to throw 
all into confufion. Since then every one 
,has, in fome way or other, helped on the 
Revolution, thia ought to produce a re- 
ciprocal forgivenefs, as univerfal as the 
errors from which it originated— I fay the 

errors, 
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errors, not- thci^crimes ; for I am far from 
thinking that 1:eftainwexeq2^1e deeds, ob- 
jefts of eyerlafting fKame* and grief to the 
French nation, will ever be forgiven by it. 
But fortunately the greateft criminals, the 
chiefs of the Regicide fa6tion, no longer 
exift; and among thofe of their accomplices, 
who have the misfortune to be ftiU alive, 
how few there are who were not driven by 
threats and by terror, rather than prompted 
by native wickednefs, and who would ex- 
piate tfie criine of their cowardice, if re- 
• morfe could expiate fuch a crime. '- 

It is known. that the Deputy Vergniaux 
ieem^d in deljpair, and pafled the whole 
night immediately after the King's con- 
demnation in tears ; and it is probable that 
the fame night was as dreadful to all his 
colleagues, if we except a fmall number of 
confummate villains, who in their abfurd 
ferocity declared in the National Aflembly, 
that Lewis XVI. deferved death for the 
iingle crime of being a King, and con- 
demned him merely becaufe they wifhed 
to deftroy royalty. 

B 3 In 
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In fpite of the fermentation, and almoft 
madnefs, that agitated France after the loth 
of Auguft and 3d of September 1792, 1 am 
convinced, that if the National Convention 
,had been able to thruft from among them a 
few fanguinary monfters, — the Robefpierres, 
the Marats, the Cuthons, the St. Jufts, the 
CoUot d'Herbois', the Barreres, &c. See- 
the prevailing fentiment in the Aflembly 
refpeding the King, would have been a 
fentiment of veneration for his virtues, and 
compaflion for his misfortunes ; and had it 
not been reprefled by terror from the af-» 
faffins who furround them, what follows 
would have been the language, as, I am 
perfuaded, it exprefles the feelings of that 
Aflembly : " The monarchy is overthrown, 
but not by us j it is the efFed: of that Con., 
ftitution which, by removing froni the 
throne all ftrength and all fupport, rendered 
its fall inevitable. The public voice, on 
which all our power depends, now loudly 
calls for a new order of things : the 
people, declared free and fovereign, wifli 

to 
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to begin the exercife of their fovereignty : 
the people call for a republic, and as the 
call is general, it is our duty to acquiefee^ 
even if their delire were more unreafonable j 
and their preference of a republican form of 
government feems the lefs equivocal, that ^ 
has been manifefted during the reign of one 
©f the mildeft Monarchs, one fo worthy of 
the throne, and fo formed for infpiring the 
people with a love of royalty. But we will, 
impofe no hardihip that is not indifpenfably 
connected with our fubmiffion to the will 
of the nation; we will fhew ourfelves 
worthy of being the Reprefentatives of 
France by bur refpe£t for your virtues and 
your misfortunes, and by our eagernefs to 
record your benevolence, and by doing all 
juftice to your good intentions. Do you 
yourfelf choofe your future abode, and 
wherever you go be aflured, that you will 
be accompanied by our fympathy, our love, 
and our gratitude; and that the republic 
will ever confider itfelf as bound by the 
moft facred ties to fecure to you and your 
family a moft honourable retreat. Allow 
B 4 us 
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lis calmly to make the moft dangerous per** 
haps, but certainly the moft important; ex- 
periment that a nation can make ; whatever 
the event may be, it will decide the great 
problem refpedting the fovereignty of the 
people, the bounds of political liberty, and 
whether a fteady republican government can 
be eftabliflied in a great empire ; we fhall 
at leaft have the glory of having devoted 
ourfelves for the purpofe of giving a great 
and ufeful example or leflbn to mankind. 
Advife the foreign States, your allies, not to 
intermeddle with our affairs j for if they 
force us Into a war, the whole French na- 
tion will unite to punifh them, and to (hew 
the world that numerous armies, compofed 
of men infpired with the enthufiafm of lir 
berty, and armed in defence of their rights, 
are invincible. Above all, advife the roy^ 
alifts not to fhew themfelves our enemies ; 
we bear no ill-will to them j we can never 
hate thofe who are your fincere friends; 
do not let them prolong, by fruitlefs efforts, 
a conteft, the iffue of which interefts them 
as much as us. If the French people are 

really 
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fcaily happier under a' republican govern- 
ment, than they were under monarchy, your 
well-known love for them convinces us that 
their happinefs, to a mind benevolent and 
difinter-efted as yours, would prove a com- 
penfation for your own facrifices *. But 
on the other hand, if our hopes Ihbuld be 
fruftrated ; if it fhall ^e demonftrated by 
the refult of the prefent trial, that mo* 
n-archy, prudently limited, is the happieft 
form of government, and the only one 
fuitable to France ; we will be gUd to re- 
turn to our beloved mons^irch ; our hands 
will rebuild his throne on fo firm a found- 
ation, that it fliall never more be ihaken. 
We will inveft you with a power, whofe 
limits fhall be no reftraint on the ^utho^ 
yity of a good King." 

Such, I fay, would have been the deter- 
mination of the great majority of the Na- 
tional Aflembly after the loth of Auguft 
J792, if they had not been under thq in^ 

* Thi8 was the very fentimcnt that Lewis XV L cx- 
preffed to the Deputy Manuel, when he announced to him 
in the Temple, that the National Aflembly had decreed a 
Republic. 

fluencc 
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. fluencc of terror ; if the monfters above 
enuiaerated had never exifled ; and if, as 
Grangeneuve declared in the Affembly on 
the 1 6th of January 1793, if every means 
that could operate on the minds of men 
had not been put in force, to draw from 
them individually the fentence of con* 
demnation againft the King, which, after 
all, was obtained by a very fmall majority. 

If the meafure above indicated, as mo- 
derate, as prudent, as generous, perhaps, as 
the circumftances would admit, had been 
adopted, the National Convention would 
have diiconcerted and difarmed all the 
oppofing parties within the kingdom ; and 
the neighbouring nations, inftead of at- 
tacking the Revolution, would have con- 
templated its courfe with that filent atten- 
tion and aflonifhment which a great and 
important phenomenon never fails to excite. 

If the rapacious ambition of any fo- 
reign Power had prompted it at that cri- 
tical period to declare war againft France, 
with a view to feize on fome of her pro- 
vinces, the juft caufe which the French ar- 
mies 
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lilies would in that cafe have fuftained, 
muft have fecured them viftory ; and 
every Frenchman would at this moment 
rejoice in their fuccefs and participate ia 
their glory* 

" O my countrymen ! whatever have 
been, whatever are your political opinions, I 
read in your hearts thefentimentslhavejuft 
cxprefled; I hear your groans on accdunt 
of the difafters, the horrors that the Revo^ 
lutibn has produced. You all wifli it were 
poffible to bury them in eternal oblivion. 
But is this fenfibility to exhale in barren 
lamentations ? and fliall yoiir well-founded 
Ibrrow for the wrongs which cannot be re- 
paired, prevent your adopting the beft re- 
medy for thofe which can ? iHave at length 
the courage to be juft and confiftent*, 
Ceafe to make a crime in fome, of what 

' ♦ How can the Conftitutional Articles, that declare the 
right of every citizen, without diftinaion, freely to go out 
pf or remain in France, as he pleafes, be reconciled with 
thofe decrees which pronounce death and confifcation of 
goods as the penalties of emigradon, without excepting wo- 
rn^, children, old men, priefts, or even thofe who had no 
means of efcaping the daggers of ailaffins, but by flight out 
of the kingdom? 

you 
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you thaye granted to others as a right. 
You have proved that citizens may be found 
in every clafs worthy of the higheft em- 
ployment in the State by their abilities; 
let it now be proved that they are de- 
ferving of them by their juftice;. tHeir 
moderation, and their wifdom,: becaufc 
thofe virtues are as neceffary under a re- 
publican government as in a monarchy. 
Vi£lories enough have immortalized the 
bravery of the French armies, and proved 
their immenfe fupeiiority over thdfe*^of 
their enemies. It is not on the Frontiers 
that the moft dangerous enemies of the 
national happinefs are to be found j but 
among yourfelves. Are you not at once 
attacked by anarchy, the abufe of power,- 
rapacity, jealoufy, mutual hatred, by all 
thofe paffions which excite to crimes, and 
which endanger liberty and property ? 
Thofe are the foes you have to overcome. 
Your haraffed country demands no more 
triumphs, no more laurels at your hands j 
it requires repofe ; it requires happinefs ; 
neither of which is 'to be obtained but by a 

goveni- 
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government eflentially fotiixded on jufticc. 
It experts freedoin,* no' doubt ; and no 
nations-had a better!title;to expefl: it ; but 
not that freedom oT which R'obcfpierre and 
Marat were the apoftlce, and under which 
it was fo long and fo cruelly oppreffed. 

" The freedom which France requires is 
that which will fecure to each individual 
the moft extenfive lawful exercife of all his 
phyfical and moral faculties. ^ Find, if yoil 
can, the elements, of this freedom, or rather 
the power of -producing it in your prefent 
republican form of government. Find 
there the means of rendering the French 
people of ajl claffes more happy than they 
were under a moilarchical form of govern- 
ment : then, but riot till then, will you be able 
to flatter yourfelf with having eftabliflied 
the republic ; becaufe you will then have 
the general intereft to fupport it. But do 
not imagine that the prefent race of man- 
kind can remain any longer in a flate of 
wretchednefs and mifery,without fome other 
compenfation than the uncertain perfpec- 
tive of happinefs to be enjoyed by their 
. ^ . pofterity. 
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pofterity. Weigh with attention the ad- 
vantages and difadvantages of your repub- 
lican conftitution ; compare them without 
prejudice with thofe of the antient mo- 
narchy, of the abufes of which I am as 
great an enemy as any of you can be ; but 
what neceflity is there for re-eftablifhing 
the abufes ? Compare your prefent go- 
vernment with a monarchy as wifely limit- 
ed and regulated as the antient conftitution 
of France might be. When you have calmly 
made this comparifon, and weighed every 
circumftance, you will be able to decide, 
whether the moft diftinguiftied writers on 
government, antient and modern, have all* 
been under an error, when they afferted, 
I ft. That the more extenfive and populous 
an empire is, the more power is required 
to be placed in the Jiand of Govern- 
ment : 

** 2d. The power of Government dimi- 
. nifties in proportion to the number of hands 
which exercife it. The more people 
there are in any country to command^ the 
fewer will there be to obey : 

6 « 3d. That 



€( 
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3d. That popular elections are more 
favorable to intriguing, reftlefs, and wrong- 
headed men, than to prudent and virtuous 
citizens: 

** 4th. That the expence of Adminiftra- 
tion is infinitely more confiderable in a 
republic than in a monarchy ; becaufe in 
the firft, a greater number mull have emn 
_jployments. 

** If all thofe propofitions are erroneous, 
and if you can demonftrate this, not by 
words, but by fafts, you may in that cafe 
bring the majority of the nation to con- 
tinue to approve of a republican form of 
government ; but on the contrary, you 
will do well to remember, that if any one 
of them is true, the fate of the republic is 
decided ; and all your efforts, all your 
talents, and the moft defpotic meafures, 
will only be able to retard its fall and your 
ruin a very fhort .time. It is to be hoped then 
that you will be fufficiently prudent and 
courageous to behave like real patriots, 
and not to conceal the truth, but to 
declare it openly j and if the prevailing 

defire 
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defire of the citizens at the approaching 
primary affemblies, being enlightened by 
yoiii* /Wifdom and experience, and unin- 
fluenced either by bribery or by terror, 
fiiould declare for. monarchy ; if the cer- 
tainty of finding in. the legal fucceflbr of 
Lewis the XVIth the faithful executor of 
the laft will of that good King*, 'fliould 
determine the nation to reftore the an- 
tient throne of 'the Bourbons; you will 
have the glory of having prepare^ and 
promoted that happy event. France, being 
thus reftored to her King and to happinefs, 
will forget ail your pail errors, and will 
remember with gratitude this laft bleffing 
which fhe will receive from you." 

Thofe to whom this is addrefled ought 
not to defpife the advice it contains, be- 
caufe it comes from an Emigre; for that 
Emigre can, with ,propriety^ no more 
be called.an ariftocrate than a democrate ; 
he is, what he has always been, a down- 

* " I forgive, with all my heart, thofe who have become 
my enemies, without my having ever given them any reafoii 
for being fo ; and I pray that God may forgive them aUb/' 

Testament m Louis XVI^ 

right 
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right royalift, and that from a love to his 
country, having always been convinced that 
France can never be happy but under a mo- 
narchical government. After I was placed 
in fituaiions that enabled rae to know the 
perfonal charafter of Lewis XVL, I confefs 
that my original attachment to monarchy 
was ftrengthened by^thc contemplation of 
bis virtues ; but if eva: my country fhould 
become more profperous and h^ppy as a 
republic than it was as a monarchy, though 
I fhould for ever bitterly lament the fad fate 
of the king and royal family, yet my wifhes 
and prayers foi; a continuation of the pro- 
fperity of France would be as fmcere as thofe 
of the moft ardent republican. 

I forefee, without uneafinefs, that the 
publication of thefe Memoirs will offend 
the violent of all parties, but I have formed 
the refolution of making no anfwer to any 
attack that may be made againfl my politi- 
cal opinions. I have freely declared them. 
I leave them to anfwer for themfelves, and 
to the judgment of the candid : however, 
I retain the right of redifying in the origi- 

VOL. I. C nal 
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nal fuch as may appear hereafter, in mj 
own judgment, to be erroneous. As for 
the fads which. I have related from my own 
knowledge, forthefe.I think myfelf anfwer- 
able. I defy the moft violent of my ene- 
mies to bring contradi£tory proof to any 
one of them ; and I now come under the 
engagement of hnngng the moft inconteft* 
ible evidence of the truth of all that here- 
after cpiay be cc^efted* 
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CHAP. I. 

A view of tbejlate of France^ previous to 
the aJfemUing of the States General in 
1789.— y^^V convocation akfolutefy necef- 
farjt. — TJbe advantages which might have 
been derived from it.-^^The caufes of the 
mifchiefs which followed. — The chara&er 
of Lewis XVL—OfM. de Maurepas. 

THE memoirs of a minifter, who re- 
mained only five months and a half 
in power, may be fuppofed to contain no- 
thing very interefting to hiftory ; yet no 
period of equal duration can prefcnt fuch a 
number of extraordinary and difaftrous 
events as that which unhappily terminated 
the reign of the virtuous and unfortunate 
Lewis the Sixteenth; a few months of 
which furnifh a greater number of import- 
ant incidents than whole years of the bril- 
liant reign of Lewis the Fourteenth. 

c 2 Thefe 
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Thefe Memoirs are drawn up from notes 
which I made during and fmce my admini- 
ftration, of fome interefting occurrences, 
fome of which are very little, and others 
not at all known. I had the beft opportu- 
nities of being well informed of them, from 
the particular confidence with which my 
zeal was honoured by the king and queen, 
and from my private correfpondence with 
their majeflies till the fatal period of the 
loth of Auguft 1792. 

Thefe events, which I have clafled ac* 
cording to their dates, and related with the 
fimplicity and fcrupulous truth which ought 
to charaderize hiftory, will affift in com- 
pleting that of the Revolution, and give a 
juft idea of the various pcrfons who adcd 
a part in its different fcenes. But above all, 
I wifb to unveil the real charadter, the vir^ 
tues, and imperfedtions of our unfortunate 
monarch, whofe conceffions to his people, 
and defire to fee them happier, was fo 
cruelly and ungratefully repaid. 

Had the council at that time been com- 
pofed of firmer and more enlightened mini- 

fters, 
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fteis, the pious intentions of Lewis might 
have been fulfilled j not by the extrava- 
gant, and at all timed dangerous, expedient 
of changing the government, but by re- 
ftoring the original vigour to our ancient 
monarchy, by re-eftablifhing its excellent 
laws, and by the reformation of abufes 
which wer6 the confequence of thofe laws 
having becotne obfolete. People of mo- 
deration would then have found in this go- 
vernment, fo unjuftly decried, the bafis of a 
liberty as real and extenfive as that which 
the Englifh are fo proud of, and which was 
fecured to us and increafed by a more vigi- 
lant and adlive police. We fhould have 
found in our laws the prohibition of Let- 
tres de Cachet, the neceffity of obtaining 
the confent of the States General in order 
to eftablifh taxes in proportidn to the means 
of the contributors, the refponfibility of mi- 
niffers and of all the agents of government, 
the equality of every citizen in the eye of 
the law; in a word, all that the nation 
could defxre, all that the deputies to the 

c 3 States 
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States General were inftruiaed by thei* 
conllituents to demand. 

This was what ought, and certainly 
what would have been, effeded by the 
meeting of the States General, had they 
been firmly retained within their ancient 
limits, their powers^ and their rights, by a 
minifter who poffeffed the virtues, energy, 
and abilities of the immortal L'Hopital, 
Vrhom (as the prefident Henault obferves) 
we ought to have before our eyes as a 
model, by which to judge of thofe who in 
difficult times dare pretend to fill the fame 
place. 

But becaufe the States General produced 
the mt)ft execrable revolution that ever ex- 
ifted, is it Lewis we ought to aCcufe?' 
After being fo unworthily outraged by the 
guilty authors of this revolution, can he 
with jtiftice be reproached by its numerous 
vidims? No, certainly he cannot j for n& 
one is ignorant that it was not in his power 
to refufe affembling the States General; 
he was forced t9 it, not only by the uni- 

verfal 
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verfal cry of the kingdom, but by the de- 
plorable ixAprud^nce of the parliaments, in 
declaring " that they did not reprefent the 
nation, as they had hitherto pretended to 
do ; that the regiftering the laws could not 
fupply the want of the national confent in 
matters of taxation ; that they would no 
longer exert a right which they hadufurped, 
and which confcience and honour forced 
them to rclinquifh." 

. Shall it be faid that the king, though 
forced to coavene the States General, has 
at leaft to reproach himfelf for not having 
employed minifters capable of moderating 
and directing their meafur^ ? But fituated 
as he was, how could he be fufficiently ac- 
quainted with the charafters and talents of 
men, to enable him to miake a better choice? 
Can it be forgot, that the king and queen 
had always an extreme repugnance againft 
Mr.^ Necker ; that in calling him to the mi- 
niftry in 17S8, their majefties only yielded 
to the puUic opinion, and to the unanixiioas 
defire of the nation, by which he was con- 
fidered as the only man capable of re-efti--' 
c 4 blifliing 
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blifhiiig public affairs* His fecood recalt, 
in July 1789, was ftiil l«rs a 'matter of 
choice ; attd this fatal neceffity of recalling 
Mn Necker gave him the pdwer of forming 
the tninifhy aswds moft agreeable to him-^ 
felf. 

The double reprefentation of the Tiers 
may be juftly regarded as one of the pr|in- 
eipal. caufes of o6t difafters. The king h 
blamed for having confented to it, contrary 
to the advice of the miijority of the Affem-^ 
bly of Notables. But I muftobferve upon 
this head, that the people were already pre- 
pared for revolt, by the ihftirfe<aions td 
Hvhifch they had been excited fix months 
before : they had been taught to know their 
own ftrehgth^ and to defpife that of the 
government j confequently, if inftead bf 
confenting to the doublb reprefentiltiori b( 
the Tiers j the king had embraced the 
meafure of difmiffing Mr. Necker, whoni 
the commons then regarded as their zealous 
prote£tor and as their father, it is mofd 
than probable that the people, attributitig 
his difgrace to his popularity, would have 

rifen 
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Irlfeit everywhere in his favour, as they 
did in the month of Jaly following^ and 
would have equally forced his majefty to 
recall him, and to grant the double repre- 
fentation of the Tiers Etat. I fhall even 
add, that in fuch circumftances it would 
have been very difficult for the king to 
have avoided being drawn in by the fpe- 
t cious reafons which Mn Necker employed, 
to determine him* He reprefented to the 
king, . "that the attacks which the parlia- 
ments, fupported by the nobility, had 
ttiade on his authority, had almoft anni- 
hilated it ; that the condu£l of the clergy^ 
in the firft Affembly of Notables, proved 
but too well that their fentiments and 
wifties correfponded with thofe of the no- 
bility and magiftracy ; thit it could no 
longer be concealed that all thofe different 
bodies uniting to demand the convocation 
of the (States General, was lefs with a view 
to re-dlablifh the royal authority than to 
render it quite impotent ; that this would 
betheiefult of their deliberations, unlefa 
the two firft orders were bereaved of that 

weight 
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weight which the ancient form of convoca^ 
tion gave them in the aflembly ; that the 
only means of attaining* this important end 
Was to compofe ^he order of the Tiers of a 
number of deputies equal to that of the 
two other orders united j that no law ex- 
ifted to regulate the number of dfeputies 
that each order ought to fend ; that there 
Was not an iiiflance of two convocations 
being uniform iii this refpedt, and there* 
fore the meafure he propofed, fo far from 
being irregular, was ho more than the ex- 
ercife of a right which the king always had 
jpoffeffed, of fixing the number of the de- 
jputies of every order ; that the third order 
was greatly interefted that the king flioald 
Jiave it in his power to protefl: it from the 
oppreffive enterprizes of the two others; 
and that a fenfe of gratitude for this mark 
of confidence, as well as a regard for jita 
own intereft, would undoubtedly mgage 
the third order to ftrengthen his mijefty's 
hands, and enable him to re-eflablifb a folid 
and vigorous government, without which 
the monarchy was loft.'' Such were the 

argumCwits 
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arguments which Mn Necker employed ia 
fupport of the fAious reference to the 
council, upon which the double reprefent-* 
ation to the Tiers Etat was granted ; and 
tinfortunately there was not one of th* 
minifters at that titne who was capable of* 
firmly oppofing this opinion, which th« 
king adopted through the error or tb«i 
weaknefs of his council. 

It is incefiantly repeated^ ^ that all might 
yet have been prerented, had the king 
placed himfelf at the head of his troops, and 
of his nobility,*' &c. &Ci &Ci Of hia 
troops! Could it be believed that there 
then exifted many regiments that could be 
depended on^ after experiencing the de- 
feftion of the t'rench guards and the re^ 
giment of Flanders, in both of which corps 
inore confidence had been placed than in 
any other ? Befides^ it was known that 
M. de Bouille had written to the king^ that 
of qfie hundred and twenty battalions of in-^ 
fantry, and eighty oS cavalry^ which he 
commanded, he could rely on five batta^ 
lions only, and thefe were foreign troops. 

In 
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In addition to this, the officers of thofe re-* 
*giments the leaft infeftlS with the fpirit of 
the revolution, all agreed, that the very- 
idea of being attacked by the populace, 
armed with (licks and pikes, was more ter^ 
rifying to the foldiers than the army of an 
enemy ranged in order of battle^ With 
regard to the nobility, although thoft of its 
members, who owed moll to the court, had 
bafely repaid its favours with revolting 
ihgiratltude, and although a great many 
others had adopted the principles of the re- 
volution, there yet remained many brave 
and loyal Chevaliers of the old ftamp, who 
would have fought the glory of faving the 
monarchy sit the rilk of their own lives. 
But they were not poflefled of fufficiefit 
force to infure the fuccefs which their loy- 
alty deferved. The king was of this 
opinion. Ought it to be imputed to him 
as a crime? Ought he to be reproached, 
becaufe he would not expofe the lives of his 
moll valuable fubjefks, without a mora:! 
probability of fuccefs ; he, who would 
n^ver rilk the life of the moll obfcure in- 
dividual 
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dividual to fccure his own ? Nothing can 
be more jufl than what M. de Malefherbes 
faid to me one day, in an interefting con« 
verfetion which will be found in thefe Me-? 
moirs, " that this extreme fenfibility, this 
tendemefs of difpofition, fo amiable in pri- 
vate life, and in times of tranquility, often 
become, in tinges of revolution, more fatal 
to a king, than even^, certain vice^s would 
have been." Thus it was that the errors 
of Lewis the Sixteenth may truly be faid to 
have originated in a virtuous principle. 
As tQ his weaknefles, (for undoubtedly he 
' was not exempted from thefe,) I do not en- 
deavour to conceal them. In the courfe of 
thefe Memoirs, I more than once lameni 
the indecifion of that unfortunate prince ; 
his repugnance to adopt the bold meafure^ 
which might have faved him; his being 
deficient in that energy of charader, that 
felf-confidence which impofes on the mul- 
titude, who are ever ready to believe that 
he who commands with firmnefs and an 
air of authority, poflefles the means of en-^ 
forcing obedience. But I will ventur? to 
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. fay, that the very faults above enumerated 
did not belong to his natural character, but 
were eugrafted upon it by the felfilh indo- 
lettce of M. de Maurepas^ that ancient mi- 
nifl:er^ whom the court flatterers were not 
aihamed to call the Neft<»r of France^becaufe 
he refembled Neftor in age ; having been 
difcarded in the former reign, he was now 
recalled to diredt the firft fteps of Lewis the 
Sixteenth in the career of royalty. Previous 
to the recall of this minifter, the young 
prince had been noted for an aukward for- 
wardnefs of manner and impatience of 
contradiiftion, through which, however, a 
goodnefs of heart and love of juftice always 
appeared. He did not find in his pupil 
any of thofe paffions fo common to his 
years, but the feeds of all the precious qua- 
lities with which Providence endows the 
minds of thofe princes who do honour to 
the throne, and are deftined for the happi** 
nefs of the people. What tafk could be 
more eafy and honourable than that which 
this pretended Mentor had to fulfil? His 
care and attention were not required to 
6 render 
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rendet the young monarch virtuous, but to 
unfold thofe virtues he already pofleffed, 
and fo to direfl: them, that thofe qualities 
v\rhich form a great prince might take the 
lead of thofe which merely form a man of 
probity ; to teach him to eftimate the ta- 
lents of men, that he might thereby be em- 
jpowered to employ them conformably to 
.their abilities. He ought, at the fame time, 
to have given him fuch an idea of his 
own powers and refources, as would have 
infpired him with a reafonable degree 
of confidence in himfelf, and have enabled 
him to adJ; with that fteadinefs which al- 
ways creates refpedt : for a prince of a 
good underftanding, who is confcious of his 
own value, may fometimes appear fupe- 
rior, but , will never appear inferior, to 
himfelf. 

If M. de Maurepas had confulted the 
glory and the happinefs of France, this 
would hive been the path he would have 
purfued. But a glory only in profped:, 
and the happinefs of a nation, were enjoy- 
ments of too refined a nature for that mi- 

nifter. 
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xiifter. He wifhed to revenge, or at leaft 
to indemnify himfelf, for many years of 
exile ; and the unlimited confidence which 
the king placed in him, furnifhed him with 
too ample means^i His chief endeavour 
was to keep the king ignorant of hi? f£r 
fairs, difguft him with bufmefs, extinguiflj 
all his energy, and render him an abfolute 
cypher, that he, the nainifter, might reign 
in his paipe^ In this manner the firfl 
fceptre in purope became the mere bauble 
of dotage and indifference. He had per- 
fuaded the king, that he ought never to de^ 
cide upon any meafure himfelf, but always 
be determined by the opinion of the ma-r 
jority in the council, M. de Maurepas 
was by this means affured of always haying 
his own plans adopted, not onlv becaufe th? 
minifters, being nominated by him, would 
give no , opinion contrary to his, but alfo 
becaufe he had accuftomed them never to 
carry any important affair to the council, 
before they had fubmitted it to his decifion, 
which neceffarily became that of ihe king? 
In this manner Lewis the Sixteenth, air 

though 
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although endowed with good fenfe and a 
juft underftanding, adted the paffive part 
in council which M. deMaurepas prefcribed 
to him as the only means of exempting 
himfelf from the reproach of being anfwer- 
able for the faults of adminiftration. On 
this account, the king took great care never 
to let his opinion be known, during the 
difcuflion of any queftion of whatever im-* 
portance ; and he was always decided by 
the opinion of the majority. This condudl 
of the king's, which made him be accufed 
of total indifference, was therefore owing to 
a very different principle. The tedium, in- 
fuperable from fuch an infignificant fitua- 
tion, promoted his paffion for hunting, 
where alone he enjoyed full liberty ; and 
the magnificence with which that diverfion 
was conducted at Verfailles made him for- 
get the infipidity to which M. de Maurepas 
had reduced the regal office ; and though 
the king often pufhed this exercife to excefs, 
the minifter took care not to warn him 
againft it, becaufe he found his majefty 
more pliant to his counfels when over-^ 
VOL. !• 2> whelmed 
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whelmed with fatigue than at any other 
time. He had fo great an afcendancy over 
this prince's mind, as to render him diftruft- 
ful of all who approached him ; even of 
thofe very minifters whom he himfelf had 
prompted the king to appoint ; and while 
he declared it impoffible to choofe any more 
nnexceptionable, he allowed no opportu- 
nity to efcape of depreciating their talentft 
and their charaders, and continually ad- 
monifhed the king to be upon his guard 
againft their views, their intentions, and all 
their meafures. 

This general diftruft, which M. de Mau* 
repas infufed and carefully cherifhed, for 
about eight years, in the king's mind, had 
taken fuch deep root, that it ever afterwards 
adhered to him; for even in the moft 
dangerous and critical moments of his life, 
when hisr fecurity depended upon it, he' 
never could be perfuaded to place full con- 
fidence in the zeal and fidelity of his moft 
devoted fervants.. 

* M. de Maurepas deferves alfo the fevereft. 

blame Jfor neglcding to employ any means 

6 to 
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to corred the king's eXceffiVe timidity, 
which alioibfl deprived him of the pbwer of 
^eech when he wa$ iti cbmpaiiy With 
people whoni he was hot in the habit of 
feeing every day. His rtftrkint, Upon thofe 
bccafions^ made him forget^ fot the tinier 
things which he was peirfe£tly well Ac- 
quainted with, although he ipbATefled a tery 
happy memory. M. de Maurejpas ceirtainiy 
might in a great degree have corfeS^ed this 
weaknefs, at all times a great inconveni-« ^ 
cAcy, hiit at this particular time dangerbiis 
to the throne ; but fo far from feniedyiiig 
the evili Mk de Maurepas iftcreafed it by his 
ladrical raillery at the rbugh abruptnefs of 
the king's manner^ and upbii what fome of 
the courtiers had the infdence tb call ^^Je^ 
coups de bbutoir^. Ah! if he had indeed 
been capably bf giviiig iiich fevere blows^ 
how much is it to be wi£hed that he had 
direded them againft thbfe falfe^ ambitious, 
Sind ungrateful meii ; thofe traitots, whoft 
jblfe and perfidious plans have brought on a 

* A Vulgar iexpreflioft, ttc literal fenfc of which is, «« the 
Uows ^{ \ boar's tuflc;'* 

D a jrevolution, 
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revolution, the details of which are fo 
fhocking, that if we had found them in x 
hiftory of the moft barbarous nation, we 
fliould havefuppofed them greatly exagger- 
' ated J a revolution, which has been juftly* 
compared .to the irruptions of a frightful 
volcano^ announced by a hollow awful mur- 
mur, and by the fhaking of the neigh- 
bouring mountains, finally burfting forth* 
in torrents of fire, fpreading death and de- 
fblation all around. 

In following up this comparifon, it may 
be faid, that if the indifference and felfifh- 
hefs of M. de Maurepas excited the fer- 
inentation of the impure elements of the re- 
Volutiohj the incapacity and extravagant 
violence of the archbilhop of Sens condpd- 
cd the king and the monarchy to the mouth 
of the volcano, and the ambition and foolifh 
vanity of Mr. Necker precipitated them into 
it. As the conne£tion which I had with 
the two I aft-mentioned minifters, in the 
year 1788J when I was intendant of Brit^ 
tany, and the events which took place in 
that province, where the revolution a£t,ually 

began, 
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began, may throw fome lights upon its ori- 
gin and firft progrefs ; I will fuccindly 
enumerate the particulars in thefe Memoirs, 
becaufe a knowledge of the lymptoms which 
were the forerunners df this too memof able 
cataftrophe are not lefs interefting qr lefs 
Ijfeful than that of its confequeuces. 
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CHAR U. 

CbaraSler of the archblfbop of Sens.^—Tbe 
Kings opinion of him. — Fir/i AJfemhly of 
Notables. — Intrigues to overturn M. dtCa^ 
lonnes plans. — Their fuccefs.—lhe arch-* 
bi/bop of Sens appointed firji tninijler^-^ 
Projed of reformation in the magi/lracy. — ' 
Motives of my repugnance to concur in this, 
fcbem^ communicated to the chancellor.- — His 
dijjimulation. — My departure for Brittany 
with M. de Thiard. — His chara£ler. — 
jirrivaLof orders from the king.— I fend 
my reJignation.-'^Thi minifters anfiver.-"^ 
A capital fault of the archbi/hop of Sens. 
'^RefkSions. 



M 



"pNsiEUR de Bricnne •archbifhop of 
Sens, who had long ardently afpired 
to the miniftry, had always been kept out, 
in fpitc of the high reputation of his ta- 
lents, upon account of the bad opinion 
which the king entertained of his morals 
and" principles. When it was propofed td 
his majefty to receive this unworthy pre- 
late (at that time archbifliop of Thouloufe) 

into 
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Into the council, the pious prince anfwered 
with indignation, " The man dofes not be- 
lieve in God.'' The prelate being apprized 
of the motives of his majefty's repugnance, 
which were but too well-founded, flattered 
himfelf that he fliould be able to obviate 
them. He endeavoured to give an im^ 
preffion of his converfion, by appearing 
entirely devoted to thQ cares of his 
diocefe, and by praftifing, from lime to 
time, fome of thofe public adls of charity 
which are always cried up, with exag- 
geration, in the public papers. This edi- 
fying courfe of good works was interrupt- 
ed by the death of the archbWhop of Paris, 
M. de Brienne never once doubting but 
that his reputation was fo perfectly well 
cftabliftied, that he ftiould now be efteemed 
a worthy fucceflbr to one of the moft vir- 
tuous prelates in France. He accordingly 
offered himfelf as a candidate, and fupported 
his pretenfions by the well known credit and 
intrigues of the Abbe de Vermont. But the 
king was of opinion, that a belief in the 
Supreme Being could ftill lefs be difpenfed 
with in an archbifliop of Paris, than in a 

D 4 fecretary 
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fecretary of ftate, and therefore preferred 
the virtues of M. de Juigne to the fuppofed 
talents of M. de Brienne. Indeed it has 
but too evidently appeared fince, that ht 
poflefled no other talent but that of doing 
mifchief J and in, fad, he did more, and in 
lefs time, than the moft ignorant, or even 
the moft perfidious minifter that ever ex^ 
ifted in France or any where elfe. 

The convocation of the firft aflembly of 
Notables, in the year 1788, opened a new 
profped to the anibitious hopes and in- 
trigues of the archbifhop of Thouloufc. 
He faw that in the prefent circumftances, 
the only chance he had of rifing to the 
miniftry depended upon his being able to 
form a party in the aflembly, fufficiently 
powerful to overturn M, de Calonne, who 
was the minifter in greateft credit, and au- 
thor of a new fyftem of adminiftration, 
which was at that time laid before the afr 
fembly. The archbifhop prepared his bat- 
teries accordingly. The proportional con^ 
tributions to all taxes, and the alienation of 
honorary rights depending on benefices 
were the principal meafures which M. de 

Calonne 
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Calonnc propofed to this aflembly,in which 
the clergy had great weight. This attack 
upon ecclefiaftical property offered a fa- 
vourable opportunity for the enemies of the 
minifter to excite the moft violent oppo- 
£tion againft him and his fchemes, not only 
in the affembly, but alfo at court and in the 
capital. He was fo powerfully attacked in fo 
many different ways, that his difgrace feem- 
cd inevitable. His fall was accompanied 
w:ith that of. the Chancellor, (Hue de Mi- 
Tofmeuil,) who, after giving his approba^ 
tion and fupport to the plans of M. de Ca- 
lonne, had the weaknefs to abandon him, 
and join his adversaries. 

In this manner the king was drawn on 
by a combination of circumftances, and re- 
duced to the unhappy neceffity of forming 
a new council, and of abandoning the reins 
of government to the archbifliop of Thou- 
loufe*. This ambitious man was not con- 
tented with occupying the fituation from 

* M. de fourqueux was the immediate fucceffor of M. de 
Calonne ; but his ill health prevented his retaining his place 
looger than three weeks, 

which 
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which he had precipitated M. de Galonnc j 
he never refted until he was named the 
principal minifter, and had fupremc influx 
cnce in the departments of all the other 
minifters, who, fome from fear, and ethers 
from incapacity, became all the pailiYe ini- 
ftruments of his d eftrudtive genius* 

The greateft error the kingcbiiid be 
guilty of was to difmift M. de C^Jonnc, be«- 
fore he had put an end to the affembly of 
Notables. It muft be acknowledged, that 
this fatal determination, followed by the 
non\ination of the archbifliop of Sens to 
the miniftry, was the immediate caufe of 
the revolution. Upon this occafion, the 
Queen entirely gave way to that prejudice 
which the ambition of the archbifhop of 
Seiis, and the hatred of the Baron de Bre- 
teuil, infpired her with againft M. de Ca- 
lonne. Her majefty muft have bitterly re- 
gretted that flie ever employed her influ- 
ence over the king's mind to ruin that mi^ 
nifter. As I have as much reafon to com- 
plain of him as to praife him, I mighl^ 
without being fufpeded of prepofleiEonj 

either 
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teither write an eulogium or a criticifm on 
his condud, if the one and the other were 
not equally foreign to the objefl: of thefe 
Memoirs. I fhall only obferve, therefore, 
that in fpite of the vague and violen^^decla^ 
xnations echoed from all parts of the king- 
dom againft this minifter, he certainly did 
nothing to juftify the hatred and malice 
isvith which he was perfecuted. And it is 
but fair to ftate, in his vindication, that al- 
though the archbifhop of Sens and Mr. 
Necker exhaufted all their efforts, affidu- 
oufly examined all the papers relating to - 
his adminiftration, yet they never could 
find the fmalleft proof of thofe heavy 
charges which have been urged againft 
bims 

If M* de Calorine could have forefeen that 
the king would not permit him to clofe the 
Affembly of Notables, he certainly ivould 
not have propofed its convocation j but his 
too great fecurity was his chief error. He 
was defirous of having his plans adopted by 
this Affembly, being convinced that he 
could demonftrate their utility to all who 

would 
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would liften to argument, and difregardi- 
ing thofe who oppofed him lefs from con^ 
vi£fcion than from motives of vengeance and 
perfonal enmity : and he had the impru- 
dent integrity to include in the lift of Not?- 
ables almoft all the members of the clergy, 
nobility, and the magiftracy, *rho, to his 
knowledge, were ill-^difpofed to him. 

To have had nothing to fear from an 
aflembly thu^compofed, and to have deriv- 
ed all the advantages which were expefted 
from it, there was only one lintj to bp pur- 
fued ; namely, to have waited patiently until 
the committees had finifhed their delibera- 
tiqns, all the while expreffing the utmoft 
gratitude to the individual members for their 
zeal and fagacity. However ill dipofed 
fome of them '^ere, with refpe£t to M. de 
Calonne, not one of them was capable oi^ 
giving a better plan than his. It would b<. 
difficult to have any doubts on this head, a^i 
it has fmce appeared that the Archbifhop ct' 
Sens and Mn Necker could do no bettej 
than flavifhly follow the line their antago- 
nift had traced* 
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It is alfo worthy of obfervation, that 
amongft ?ill M, de Calonne's enemies, there 
16 not one whofe perfidy has riot been un- 
ma£ked in the courfe of the revolution, and 
whofe name is not infcribed in the lift of 
the authors of the difafters of France} 
while he himfelf has acquired new rights to 
the efteem and gratitude of all good French- 
men^ by his iiidefatigabie zeal and unlimited 
facrifices for the caufe of moniarchy. 

An account of the adminiftration of the 
irchbifliop of Thouloufe, (who became arch** 
"bifhop of Sens, andafterwards a cardinal,) be-^ 
ing no part of my plan, I fhall content myfetf 
with obferving, that no man's real charac* 
ter feems ever to have been more mifunder- 
ftood. He was fuppofed to poflefs energy, 
becaufe he was. violent; learning, becaufe 
he was pofitive; genius, becaufe he had vi-« 
vacity ; talents for governing, becaufe he 
. criticifed the adminiftrations of all his pre- 
deceflbrs. His friends and adherents, how- 
ever, have fince been fuiEciently convinced 
iof their miftake, by the, weaknefs of his re- 
fources, by his ignorance, by thie incor 

herence 
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jberence of bis ideas^ and the abfurdity eftxis 
Xncafutest 

After having exhaufted the royal trea- 
fury^ draiaed every refource, annihilated 
public credit, and ruined the povrers of the 
crow^n, by employing, upon the ilighteft 
occafion, thofe a,€ts of royal authority which 
fliould be only reforted to upon the laft ex-i 

tremity, fuch as //// de ju/Uce^ lettrts di 
tacbctsy the banifhment and imprifonmenC 
of the magiftrates, he at length, veithbold^ 
nefs^ but without confideration, attempted 
to free the government from the reftraint of 
enregiftering the laws in thefovereign courts 
t)f the kingdom, and of fupplying this by 
enregifteritog them in a new court, called ^ 
Cour Pliniere^ which he pretended to r^-» 
efiablijbj although no fuch court had ever 
exifted in France* 

To give to this edift fome degree of fplett- 
dor, he united with it feveral other laws re- 
lative to the courts and adminiftratidn of 
Juftice^ containing reformations of the ut- 
moft importance. By one . of the hevr 
law8| all the fovereign courts of the king- 

dextt 
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dom were interrupted tiil further orders, 'to 
prevent rcmonftrances and protefts againft 
tluit rafh regulation. 

The cardinal was extremely vain of hav- 
ing conceived this laft part of the plan, 
which he imagined was a ftroke of genius, 
and he wiihed to prevent its tranfpiring till 
the moment of enregiftering the edids; 
this was intended to he done by a /// dt 
jufiiu at Paris, and by royal commifEoners, 
at the fame inftant, in all courts of the 
kingdom. As it would haye been neceflary 
to have trufted a great number of clerks, if 
the orders had been forwarded from the 
offices, according to the ufual cuftom, a fe- 
cret priming-houfe was eftablilhed at Ve^f- 
^Ues, ind the printers were^fhut up and 
watched like prifoners till the decrees were 
printed. 

The important day, for the univerfal en-j 
regiftering the edids, being fixed upon, the 
king's commiffioners received orders to fet 
out inilantly for all the cities in the Idngn 
dom, where there exifted foverelgn courts 
pf juftice, and to remain there till they re-* 

ceived 
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ceived his majefty's farther orders and ini 
ftruaions. In the mean time, great pains 
were taken to conceal the bufmefs in 
agitation. This was fo much attended to, 
that the orders for the departure of the in- 
tcndants pafled through the oflSce of the 
minifter of finance, to make it imagined that 
it related to fome matter of that nature^^ 
But in reality, neither the minifter of 
finance, nor any other minifter, except the 
Guirde des Sceaux^ (Lamoignon,) were in the 
fecret. 

At the time I received orders for my de- 
parture, it was generally fufpedted at Pari» 
that the chief obje£k of the archbifliop of 
Sens was fome great reformation in the ma^ 
giftracy ; and it being contrary to my prin* 
ciples to accept of a commiffidh, without 
knowing its import, I took occafion, from 
the above report, and from my: mifunder- 
llandiftg with the parliament of Brittany, 
to explain myfelf to M. Lamoignon. I 
exprefsly told him, " that if the intended 
alteration was directed againft the parlia-* 
meot, its fuccefs,. no kfs than my delicacy, 

required 
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required that fdme other ihould be em- 
jployed iii Britariny ; for if I accepted the 
commiflion, it would never be doubted but 
that I was the author of the meafure, and 
had fought this occafion of revenge; and 
that fu(ih an idea would itritate people's 
lainds fo much againft me^ that my fervices 
\n that province would be more pifejudicial 
than ufefuL'' He anfwered without hefi- 
tation^ that I was alarmed without caufe ; 
For that theofder for my departure being 
idrawn up by the minifter of finance, there 
WaS reafon to believe that the objcd of my 
comttLiifion regarded the bufinefs of that 
department only ; " and you may be af* 
fUred," added he, *' that I have no hand 
iii your being fent." My uneafmefs was 
difiipated by this pofitive affurance j and I 
fet out fbr Britanny in the end of April, 
with the Count de Thiard, who was as ill- 
informed as myfelf of the objed of our 
commiffion. 

The Count de Thiard was one of the 
ttoft amiable men of the court. It was im- , 
poflible to have more fweetnefs of difpo- 

VOL. I. V E fition, 
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fitidn, a more pleafing arid eafy ftyle of 
converfation, or a more dignified and grace- 
ful manner, than he poflefled. He was ge- 
nerally beloved, and his company fought 
after in all the agreeable focieties of Paris 
and of the court ; but he was the man of 
all France lead calculated for bufmefs. It 
tired him to death. He even could not 
comprehend its language. He was feveral 
yearis commander in chief in Provence, 
where* he was adored, becaufe he had nd 
duty to perform that was either difficult or 
difagreeable. It feemed as if he refided 
there for no other purpofe than to give balls 
and etitertaiilments, of which he did the 
honours perfedly ^ell. One of the greateft 
blunders the court could have committed, 
was to fend a man of this defcription, who 
hated trouble, to a province, which, even 
in ordinary tithes, had been confidered as 
the mbft troublefomt to govern of any iii 
the kingdom ; but in times of iiifufreaioft, 
this command ought to have been given to 
a man inured to public aflfairs, and capable 
of overawing the feditious by the vijgour of 

his 
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Ibis chiaradten It was perhaps imagined, 
that the amiable qualities of M. de Thiard 
\;eouId have compenfs^ted for that force of 
character in which he was deficient j but 
this kind of compenfation never fucceeded 
in Britanny. The weaknefs of govern^ 
nient^ or of its agents^ was always eictremely 
dangerous in that province. The only fuc- 
cefsful method of executing the king's or- 
ders was to proceed in one fteady courfe, 
without' being moved by the clamour of 
turbulent fpirits, or even by fciffions, if they 
came to be again in vogue *k 

t)uring 

* Scifficm was a t^nii made \xte of in the provincial parlia- 
tnents and afTcmblies of the ftates, importing, that the mem-* 
bers of the parliaments or affemblies had broken off all com- 
thxmicationy of a private or focial nature, with the ihtend- 
ant or commandant of the province. A fcifHon was never 
announced until it had been formally deliberated on in a ge- 
!neral meeting of the rilembers. The motives Were fome- 
times of a public and important nature, as the regiflration of 
a law by the exprefs order of the king ; at other times, the 
x:aufes alHgned were rather frivolous, fiich as an expreilion 
ufed in a pxivate fociety, and conftrued in a bad; fenfe ; 
omitting Tome mark of attention, which, it was thought^ 
ought to have been paid to certain individuals, as attending 
them to thedoor^ or inviting them to entertainments. But 
as the members of thofe affemblies often flood in need, for 
E 2 ^ themfelves 
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During our journey to Rennes^ I cottl-i 
ttiunicated to M. de Thiard what li^d paffed 
Itetween the ehancellor and myfelf j afad i 
4i4 act conceal toy intention of irfortning 
»the firft prefideiit of it. I had alfo tefolved 
-lb announce my arrival to the fnembers of 
|]^iiiment, although their fcifEon with me 
might have exctifed me from this cere* 
*mony, which was ufual when an iiitaiwlanl 
Atrived ih the province for the fifft time^ 
or after having been for any confiderabfe 
time [abfent. I waited accordingly dfl the 
prefident, and after giving him an account 
of my converfation with the chancellor, I 
expreiTed my unalterable attachment to the 
found principles of the liiagiftraCy, and af- 
fured him, that it would :giV€ fflc real con- 
cern to fee them attacked, if, irotwithftaftd-* 
iftg M. de Lamoignon's aflurances, there 
was any tnith in the re][)ort eonG€fming th« 
archbiftiop of Sens's project** 

- •' . ' •' • . 

' themfelves 6r their relations, df tlie good offices of the in^ 
tendant or commandant, who had nothing to alk or expeft m 
return, and generally kept the heft tables and the beft vuln^ 
in the province, it will hot be difficult to determine whor' 
were the grcateft lofers by the fciflion.' 
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This converfation, of which the pr^Gr 
deat gave an account to his company, and 
the vifits I paid the fame day to all the mem« 
bers of parliament, made the fciifion be 
taken off immediately, and obtained me io^ 
numerable deputations and compliments* 

We had been about five days at Rennes, 
when a courier of the cabinet arrived, with 
an enormous packet for ut. This packet 
contained feveral others, fome of which, to 
the number of eight or nine, were only to be 
opened in the AJfemblce des Cbcmbres^ which 
we were ordered to convene on thf foJSowing 
day J and the other difpatches were to be 
read at the end of the deliberation. The 
king's orders, which were addreffed to us, 
did not contain any explanation of the na^ 
ture of the meafure with which we were 
charged; they only regarded the magi- 
ftracy and the adminiftration of juftice : but 
the cover of one of the largeft packets, 
which, from the form,, feemed to contain 
Uttres de cachet^ was a little torn by the mo- 
tion of the carriage. I could not refift my 
t 3 curiofity 
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curiofity to know whether or not my con- 
jeftures were wfeU founded. I tore it a little 
wider, in the prefence of M. de Thiard, who 
was no lefs curious than myfelf, and I dis- 
covered that; this packet contained only 
lettres de cachet^ and that they were deftined 
for the members of parliament. 

No more was requifite to convince 'me 
that M. de Lamoignon's aflurances (upon 
the faith of which I left Paris) were in- 
fmcere. But as this was not the cafe with 
the declaration I made to him, I immedi- 
ately determined to fend in my refignation, 
by a letter which I read to the firft prefl- 
dent, and to the bifliop of Rennes, who 
happened to be at M. de Thiard's houfe 
when I wrote. My letter was fent the fame 
day by an extraordinary courier, and the 
bilhop of Rennes fet out for Paris, to re- 
monftrate with the archbifhop of Sens, 
imagining that he had fuflScient influence 
to prevail upon him to renounce, or at leaft 
defer, the meafure relating to Britanny, 
till the next convocation of the ftates of 

this 
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diis province ; but he "Was not liftened to ; 
luid I received from M. de Lamoignon the 
following letter : 

" I (hewed your letter to the king, Sir ; 
his majefty defires me to inform you, that 
he commands you, in the firft place, to 
execute his orders, under pain of difobe- 
dience } and he will afterwards determine 
concerning your refignation/' 

This order embarraffed me extremely, 
from the difficulty there was in reconciling 
its execution with what was expedled of 
me by the parliament and the public, who 
were informied of the circumftances of my 
refignation. My only, refource was iii M. 
Thiard's ignorance of the duties which both 
of us had to difcharge at the AJfemblee des 
Cbamhresy and alfo of the terms in which 
our orders were expreffed upon this article* 
It was repeated, in almoft every page, that 
" the king's firft commiflary, and in default 
of him, his fecond," Ihould give fuch 
and fuch "an order, and fhould pronounce 
fuch a decree, &c. I concluded, that in 
quality of the kjng's fecond conamiffary, I 
E 4 had 
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had merely a paffive part to a& in the 9U 
fembly , and that iny prefencq was only ae-* 
ceffary to fupply the place of the firft com^ 
mifTary, in cafe of his fudden death or fick- 
nefs. I knew very well that this was con- 
trary to the cuftom ; but happily M. de 
Thiard, who never had been engaged in af* 
fairs of this kind, was ignorant of it. My 
reafons appeared to him vcryjgood, an4 . 
conformable to the tenor of our orders. Hq 
did not make the lead difficulty on this ac« 
count, but only begged of me to give hint 
an exa^ note in writing, of all that he 
fliould have to do and to fay in the parlia-* 
me^t, of the refponfes which it was eafy to 
forefee would be made to him, and what he 
ought to fay in return. I wrote this note 
upon the fpot, and made it as clear as I pof-. 
fibly could ; but he did not find it fuch as 
he defired, and begged of me to write an-* 
other, in fuch a manner that he fhould only 
have to read over what I wrote. In fhort, 
he required a dramatic fcene, and the part of 
every a£lor fo clearly fpecified as to prevent 
all mifiakes, I fet about this talk, and made 

« his 
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^ part fo plain, that a child of f}£ yeart 
pld, whp could read, would not hay^ been 
embarrafied ; and accordingly M. de Thiard 
^as perfecUy fatisfied 

The greateil, and perhaps the moft fatal 
terror, which the archbifhop of fffiens com-^- 
mitted, as it commenced the diforganization 
of the army, was his fettin^ almoft all the 
troops of the kingdom in motipn, with a 
view of overawing the people by a great ap- 
pearance of force, and of preventing infur«* 
reftions in the towns where his imprudenc 
meafure was to be execirted* He did not 
refleA, that difcovering to the people that 
an infurredipn is thought poflible, fuggefts 
to them the idea that they are feared, and 
by this very means renders them formidable. 
Undoubtedly government ought always to 
be in a iituation to reprefs and punifh in- 
furredtions ; but if, inftead of employing the 
ufual means, in the prudent manner that a 
well-regulated police affords, it begins by 
what is its laft refource, and ought never to 
be adopted except in the utmoft extremity, 

by 



58 PRIVATE memoirs; 

by exhibiting the whole armed force before 
the eyes of the people at onc6, the multi- 
tude are foon familiarized to what was in- 
tended to imprefs them with terror; they 
fee the utmoft force that can be brought 
againft thm, they compare it with their 
own numbers, and are infpired with cou- 
rage, from a convidlioh of their own fupe- 
riority. Thus many regiments may have 
lefs efied, than a detachment of fifty dra- 
goons, under more prudent management, 
would have had. In the year 1771, the 
duke of Fitzjamcs employed only three bri- 
gades of Mafechaflee to confummate, in 
Britanny, the moft abfolute, and perhaps 
the moft arbitrary a<3: of authority which 
was ever exerted in France ; namely, the 
fuppreflion of all the parliaments of the 
kingdom, and the inftallation of new judges ; 
and the king's commands were fully exe- 
cuted, without caufmg the leaft popular 
commotion. No one eveniiared to murmur 
upon the occafion. It will be feen, in the 
following chapter, that M. de Thiard, with 

much 
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much more confiderable means, was em- 
ployed to carry a much lefs violent mea- 
fure in the fame province, and failed in 
a manner that proved fatal to th<; royal 
authority. 
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CHAP. III. 

^Jfemblec des Cbambres.— -'Arrival of the 
ktn£s commtjfaries in the Palais. — Riot of 
. the attorneys^ clerks. — Difficulty which the 
kin^s commijfaries found to enter the Grand 
Chambre. — An account of what pajfed at 
this fitting. — Retreat of the king^s commif 
faries. — The infults which they received.-^ 
InfurreSion of the people. — Violent excejfcs 
committed againjl the foldiers. — "The ar-- 
rival of frejb troops at Rennes. — The in'* 
utility of this meafure. — Its confequences. 

THE Chambres being affembled on the 
loth of May, at eight o'clock in the 
morning, according to the king's orders, I 
went there along with M. de Thiard. We 
were efcorted by his guard, and by a detach- 
ment of the regiment of Rohan, The 
troops were ranged on both fides of the 
ftreet as we went to the palace. The pro- 
found filence which prevailed for fome time, 

as 
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06 w« moved along^ was £x«i interrupted 
by bifi^^ ai^d the noife of caitcalU from die 
windows, whkh wette repeated by the mob 
m the ftreeit^ who became more diding aad 
ftoify whed they obferved that the (oldkM 
took no notice of them* 

M« de Thiar4 had not placed any troops 
within the walls of the Palais, having heea 
afiured that iUch a meafinre was abfolutely 
vnnecei&ry, and that the parliament would 
be extremely flattered by this floark of con«* 
fidence. Sut the coniequeoce was^ that we 
found the halls, and all the pafiages to 
them, crouded with young peopk, moft of 
them attorneys' or kwyeif'S' clerks, who re« 
ceived us with the moft infolent clamour of 
l^iffing and hallooidg. We were fo fur<^ 
jtoundedi that we found fome difficulty in 
gaining the door of the great chamben 
Aft^ kiiocking a full qtiaiter of aii 
ilour, without obtaining admittance^ we 
r^eat to another door, accompanied by A 
troud of the ifpeftatbrs, who laughed at 
t)ur emharraflincQt^ and their mirth in-» 
creafed When they faw that our attempts to 
enter at the fecOiid door were equally unfuc-; 

cefsfuU 
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eefsfuL We next went to the Parquet *^ 
where we found fome of the gens du 
roL M* de Thiard complained, with 
great mildnefs^ of the incivility of the 
clerks belonging to the palace, and of th« 
obftacles we found in entering. He begged 
6f the attorney-general to give notice to the 
prefident of 6ur arrival^ atid td let hint 
know that we waited for entrance, until hd 
fliould order the huifEers to open the doof, 
A quarter of an hour elapfed without oiiir 
Jreceivlng any anfwer. We fent a fecond 
toeflage, and at the fame time M. de Thiari 
gave orders to the commanding officer of 
the regiment to fend the grenadier company 
to the palacCi We waited anothet quartet 
of an hourj after which, the affembly 
being informed of the order given to the 
grenadier company, gave us to underftand 
that we muft fend our requeft in Writing* 

Notwithftanding the irregularity of this 
demand, after a moment's paufe, v(re fent 
the requeft in writing, as they required, 
and we went again to the door of the Grand 

* The Parquet is a large room in the Palais^ where the 
king^s^ advocates and attomies afiembk* 

Chambre^ 
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Chambre. In our way, I was informed 
by a confidential perfon, that notice was 
given to all the tradefmen in town to affem* 
ble in the fquare of the Palais at three 
. -o'clock, irmed with cudgels, the] inftni- 
ments of their profefiions, and in the 
beft manner they could. He added, that 
very violent projects were formed. It im-* 
mediately occurred to me, that one means 
of ovqrfetting thefe projeds, and the beft 
which could be adopted in the prefent cir- 
cumftances, would be to abridge the feance, 
by having the laws regiftered in the fhort 
manner that regiftrations are made in the 
lits dejuftice; namely, by writing only the 
firft and laft line, and leaving a blank fpace 
between them fufficient for inferting the 
whole afterwards. I propofed this matter 
to M. de Thiard, who approved of it, and 
4elired me to write it down in his paper of 
memorandums. 

The door of the Grand Chambre was at ' 
laft opened to us ; but M. de Thiard had 
previoufly ordered the officer of the grena- 
dier company to oblige all flrangers to with-* 

draw^ 
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draw, and allow none to enter afterwaids; 
When we had taken our featSj M* de Thlard 
pronounced a few fehtences, exprelfive oi 
his regret in being forced, by the king's ot^ 
ders, to execute a commiffiori which mighi 
perhaps be difagreeable to the pai^liament) 
though he was himfelf ignoritnt of thfe bbje<3t 
bi'it. And 1 immediately afterwards faidjthat 
** notwithftanding my having received the 
king's exprefs commands to affift at this fit- 
ting, I was hippy in having no part to per- ' 
form on the prefeht otcaiTioh, its his majefty'i 
tommiflibner, and in being allowed) the 
place I was entitled to in the aflembly as 
fnaitre des requStes^ which I would bie evef 
proud to defervej by my inviolable attacfii 
toent to the maglflxacy arid the laws, td 
Which the true intereft of the king could 
hever be in oppbfitiohi" 

Ihad all M. de Thiard's papers beforemfej 
atid aifo ^11 the packets containing the laws 
to be regiftered ; and while he wad prd-» 
toouncing his fpeech, I took tfiat oppoftu* 
nity to write upon his memorandum the 
form of the order df regiftratipn, by the^^ 

6 ^«^ 
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Anj lajl Uhe. After having written this for 
\m inftrudion, I oftentatipuflyput anothef 
|>^er, which I held in my hand, into my 
J>ocket } and td make thofe who faw me 
wridiig imagine that I was only taking a 
note of the exa& time when the feance be- 
gan, I had looked at my watch the inftant 
before I begaii to write. I placed all the 
ipapef s, ifeguliarly numbered, before M. de 
iThiard, fo that he could make no^miftake^ 
tf he only took up the firft that lay neareft 
his hind* I thought I had fo well provided 
iigainfl all difficulties which might occur^^ 
that I fliould have nothing to do or to fay in 
this fitting, M. de Thiard could have con- 
dudled it without difficulty, by fimply ad- 
hering to his written inftrudtions. Indeed, 
a perfon of the loweft capacity could hardly 
liave been embarrafled j but M. de Thiard's 
e:^treme politenefs carried him fo much be- 
yond the proper bounds, in the very open- 
ing of the affembly, that I was forced, for a 
moment, to relinquifh the paffivepart which 
t had intended to ad. When he read the 
iprd^r oi regiftration by tbefrft and lajl line^ 
VOI-^ I. F there 
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there arofc a flight murmur in the aflTembly^ 
which I did not inquire into the caufe of; 
but I thought it necefTary to obferve, that 
this method of regiftration was comftantly 
adopted in the //// dejtijticc. Here M. de 
Thiard, carried away by his natural com* 
plaifance, and forgetting his inftruftions, 
very politely propofed to the afTembly to 
have the regiftration made out in the ufual 
way, if • that was more agreeable to them. 
Thinking it neceflary to ctft the matter fliort, 
I immediately faid aloud, to M. de Thiard, 
that the affembly could not make any reply 
to his propofition, becaufe, before they did, 
it would be neceflary that they fhould deli- 
berate ; but that he had already deprived 
them of that power by declaring the king's 
order, which exprefsly interdicted all deli* 
beratioris. 

M. de Thiard's incapacity for bufinefs, or 
at leaft his ignorance of forms, was now 
evident to the aflfembly, and they endea- 
voured to take advantage of it^ The firft 
clerk, either pf himfelf, or by the advice of 
fome of the members, refufed to regifteif- 
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b^ thejirji and Iqft line^ and began to tran- 
Icribe the whole law which had juft then 
been pronounced. After three quarters of 
an hour had elapfed, without his returning 
to his feat, I began to fufpeft what was. 
palfing, and gave M, de Thiard a hint, 
upon which he fummoned the clerk, 
and alked what had detained him. He 
anfwered, that the tranfcription was not 
finiflied. M. de Thiard, finding that it was 
not executed according to his orders, r^ 
newed his injundions, under pain of dif- 
obedience j but thiis produced no eiFeA. 
The clerk being again fummoned, and in- 
terrogated upon the motives of his dif- 
obiedience, declared that he would not exe- 
cute the order, unlefs it was given him in 
writing. The form of this order was fim- 
pie; but M. de Thiard, who hftd nejver 
written one of that Jcind, defired me to dic- 
•tate it to him. I faid to him, that he had 
only to write his name and titles at the head 
of the order which he had already pro- 
nounced. One >)f the members of parliament 
ardently wilhed that the fitting might be 
p 2 prolonged 
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prolonged till the mob had time to aflemMe 
in the fquare of the palace; and he could 
not forgive me the crime of having difap- 
pointed his views, by the advice which I 
gave M. de Thiard upon this occafion. He 
threw feveral notes out of the window, to 
inform the public whatpafled in the affem- 
bly. One of them contained thcfe words : 
" The intendant is the caufe of all the mif- 
chief. He is a monfter who muft be 

Alf diflficulties being at laft furmounted, 
the fitting continued without further inter-* 

♦ M. de Coudic was the name of the itiemter who wrote 
this note. I name him, to prevent others from being fuf- 
petS^ed of fo unworthy an idlion^ The man, imfortunatelfr 
was not quite mad enough to be (hut up. I fay unfortu- 
nately, becaufe m times of publrc fermeiitation it is under, 
men of this defcriptfon that the multitude arrange them- 
Mves, andfre carried to the moft defperatea^g ef violence^r 
M. de Coudic, miikdby parliamentary fanaticifm, was the 
chief inftigatoi' of all the troubles which took place ia 
Rennes, from which the revolution in reality began. Im-' 
mediately upon its breaking out, he became one of its moft 
furious demagogues. He afterwatds came to London^ 
where he afibciated himfelf with fomc €^ the moft feditioUft 
dubsi^ and where he died» ^er havbg publiftied a funou»- 
and extravagant pamphlet agaioft monarchical govern- 
TOcntr 

rtipti^n^ 
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ruption, and broke up at half paft twelve, 
to the great furprize oi^ the public, who 
were juft then informed, by the arrival of 
the courier from Nante?^ that the fame 
meafure, in the Chamber of Accounts, had 
detained the affembly there thirty hours ; 
and it was known a few days after, that it 
had taken up nearly the fame time in all 
the fovereign courts of the kingdom, from 
its not having occurred to any of the com- 
miflioners to employ the expeditious form 
of regiilering by the firil and laft line. 

In confequence of the order which had 
be^ given, of admitting nobody into the 
fMilace, there were few aflembled at the gate, 
and a profound calm prevailed when we 
came out. M. de Thiard concluded that 
the iatpie tranquillity prevailed all over the 
town; and he gavq orders to the detach* 
jrtent, who waited to conduA us, to remain 
In the fquare^ as we had no occafion for an 
dcort. We were only attended by the 
guard x>f the commandant, which conilited 
of about eighteen or twenty men at the utr- 
moiL As long as we were in the flreec 
F 3 which 
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which goes immediately from the fquare, 

where the regiment of Rohan was ftationed, 

the fear it infpired preferved us, thus far, 

from being infuhed otherwise than by hift 

ings and whiftlings, accompanied by the cry 

of baro from the people who furrounded 

us. M. de Thiard miftook this for the 

ufual cry of vtve te roi ; but hardly had we 

turned into the ftreet which leads to the Ho^ 

ttl du Gouvernement than he was undeceived 5; 

for the hifles and cries redoubled, and were 

followed by a fhower of ftpnes, levelled, at 

firft, at our chairs, which were carried after 

•us : but the attack foon became more*di- 

redl, which did not, however, prevent us 

from moving forward in the fame order. I 

was fainted on thd head with a large ftone, 

which would certainly have extended me 

motionlefs Jtf the ftreet, if it had been di- 

.^ed:edf^in^full force againft me ; but having 

been originally intended for M. de Thiard, 

his fervant interpofed his arm, which faved 

his matter, and undefignedly fent the ftonc 

againft me, I was for fome time ftunn^ ; 

but when I recovered my fenfes, and faw 

the 
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the fize of the ftone, I was very thankful 
that I had come off fo well. M. de Thiard's 
fervant was incapable of uiing his arm for 
feveral months. The croud now began to 
increafe, and prefied fo near iis, that we 
were forced to precipitate our retreat in 
fome diforder. We got into the hotel of 
the commandant without any further acci- 
dent, a' military detachment having met us 
near the hotel, and fortunately prevented 
the populace from overtaking us. The fol- 
diers, however, were forced to point their 
bayonet^ to flop fome of the boldeft of the 
multitude from burfting in ; which, after 
all, they would probably have effected, had 
not a young oflBcer ruftied, quite unarmed, 
betwixt the people and the bayonets, to 
prevent the effufion of blood. This gene^ 
TQUS a^ipn produced a very happy effedl, 
by the turn it gave to the fenfations. of the 
people. In their enthufiaftic admiration 
they feized upon the officer, raifed him in 
their arms, with repeated acclamations of 
praife. That part of the mob, who were 
poft diftant from the fcene, not knowing 

F 4 what 
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what had taken place, concluded that the 
officer, whom they faw elevated, was an 
enemy to the people ; on which they began 
to throw ftones with great fury, and the 
young man was flightly wounded in the 
forehead. Wh^i the people immediately 
around him faw the bipod flpw, they gav^ 
him all the affiftance in th^ir power, witli 
every expreflion of fympathy. In fhort, 
he fo completely occupied them, that the 
Cour Pleniere and the king*S commi^oners 
were for fome time forgotten. 

The capital error which M. de Thiard 
committed, and what immediately occafion^ 
ed the infurre£tion, was the order he was 
known to have giveii to the troops not to 
make any ufe of their arms, except to inti«* 
midate ; for he had direded, that the fol^ 
diers fhpuld put the rammers into the barrel 
of their firelocks in fight of the pppulacei, 
to prove clearly, in cafe thpy fhould have 
harboured any fufpicion of being fired upon^ 
that no harm was intended. Having re-? 
ceived this pledge of their fecurity, the mot> 
became infolent and outrageous in the 



PRIVATE MEMOIRS, 73 

highcft degree, while the foldiers, on the 
other hand, were intimidated and paflive, 
fufiering themfelves to be cufied and kicked, 
and even allowing their arms to be taken 
firom them, without attempting retaliatioa 
or refinance. In fliort, a party of fixty 
armed ibldiiprs were fo obedient to the or^ 
ders of remaining paflive, as tamely to allow 
their Jentry-box to be broken in pieces by 
an inconfiderable mob, and they themfelves 
to be beaten and wounded by the broken 
pieces of this very box* 

The people were emboldened to thefe ej^- 
cefles, rather from the impunity with which 
they were permitted to a£t, than from any 
idea they had of their own ftrength. At 
firft the diforder might have been fupprefT- 
ed, if M. de Thiard had given orders aloud 
to charge immediately, and fire \q>on thofe 
who did not difperfe at the firft warning ; 
but moft unfortunately, he thought it would 
|be better to endeavour to overawe the people 
by a more confiderable appearance of force; 
and that very night he difpatched couriers 
to St. Malo, with orders £ot £refh battalions 
6 of 
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of infantry, a few fquadrons of cavalry, with 
fome pieces of artillery, to march immedi- 
ately to Rennes. This little army would 
certainly have been fufficient to ranfack the 
town, and exterminate the inhabitants ; but 
as the character of M. de Thiard was too 
well known for him to be fufpe^led of hav- 
ing fuch defigns, the arrival of thofe troops, 
fo far from terrifying the multitude, only 
rendered the infurre£tion more general, and 
augmented the mortification and difguft of 
the foldiers, who were full of indignation at 
the defpicable part which they had been 
jnade to aft. 
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CHAP. IV. 

^Jfemhlies held in /i&^Chambre des LeQures. 
^--^ConfequeAccs of tbefe aJfemblies.-^IrnprU'- 
dent converfations of M. de Tbiard. — The 
danger to which I was expofed by tbem,^^^ 
A parody of the lit de juftice exhibited in 
tbejtreets by the chimney f weepers. — The 
parliament meets. — Weak meafures tofepa^ 
rate it* — General infurredtion. — Violence of 
the attorney-generaL — Disputation of the 
parliament. — Publication of its decifions.—^ 
ConduS of the nobility^ with refpedl to M. 
d^ Hervilly.-^Weaknefs ofM.de Thiard. 

IT was particularly recommended to M. de 
Thiard and me, in our inftru£Uons, to 
prevent the parliament from aflembling in 
the palace, or elfewhere, after the regifter- 
ing, and a fufficient number of lettres de ca^ 
fhet were fent us to banifli the members to 
their eilates, in cafe we found that meafure 
indifjpenfably neceflary. M, de Thiard in- 
formed 
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formed the prefident of this, and aflured 
him, that he fhould regret extremely if the 
parliament, hj infringing the king's orders, 
forced him upon fuch ftrong meafures. The 
prefident promifed him to do all that de- 
pended upon him to prevent the parliament 
from meeting. Accordingly, next day» 
about the fame hour, fevoral members hav- 
ing met at his houfe, and M. de Thiard 
being informed of it, and expreffing his un- 
eafmefs, the prefident immediately begged 
of the members to^withdraw. 

But while the parliament gave this exam- 
ple of fubmifOon to the king's will, afiem*- 
blies were held, night and nioming, in the 
diSerent cbambres de IcSture at Rennes^ 
which might be looked upon as' fo many 
clubs. Thefe were compofed of citizens of 
every clafs, but chiefly of *thofe intemperate, 
fpirits who were perpetually occupied in 
difcuffing political queftions refpefting the 
means of infurre£kion, and in corrupting 
or intimidating the foldiers, &c. Thefe 
fire-brands of fedition required to be the 
more ftridly attended to, as it was eafy to 

perceive 
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perceive that their defigii wa4 to force the 
members of the parliament to aflemble, as 
the only means by which they could Ikreen 
themfelves from the reproach of cowardice, 
and from the infults of the populace. This, 
happened, accordingly, a few days after, as 
I had foretold M« de Thiard, who unfortu** 
nately would not believe me j yet he was^ 
continually faying that, for his own part, he 
underflood nothing of buiinefs ; and he did 
not fcruple to add, that it was M* rintend-* 
ant who diredied every thing. There was 
more truth in the firft of thefeafTertions dian 
in the fecond ; our chara<3:ers were too opi 
pofite for my advice to fuit him, and ac« 
cordingly he feldom followed it. But hi* 
difcourfe, which was circulated in the town, 
increafed the difcontent againft me and tlic 
danger to which I was expoied, as appeared 
by fome very violent libels which were ptfb- 
fifhed againft me. I was even thfeaf ened 
with aflkflinatien, which, indeed, might 
cafily have been executed, as it was known 
th^t I weilt every evening to M. de Thi- 
rd's, and always retnrfied home about the 

fame 
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fame houi*, attended by oiie fervant Onlfr 
But happily France was not then fo nauch. 
familiarized with aflaffinatiOn as it has beea 
(ince; and notwithftanding the cautions 
tvhich I frequently feceiVed to avoid One 
particular corner of a ftreet, and not to pafd 
through another, I nevet Was tinder the ne-»: 
ceflity of making ufe of the piftols which it 
was known I always carried in my pocket* 
But I was aflured, indeed, that on one occa- 
fion a woman had prevented lier fon from 
firing a mulket at me from her window. 

The military officert were not received 
In any family in town ; and there never 
pafled a day in which Ibme of the foldiers 
were not attacked or beaten. We were not 
much more refpe£ted ourfelves. We fel* 
dofti appeared in the ftreets without hearing 
* very difagreeable comments pafled upon us. 
To thefi^ M. de Thiard always returned ^ 
gracious fmile, which the populace (not 
comprehending its refined delicacy) imputed 
to afFedation, or took for a fign of fear. 
This cuftom of overlooking every attempt 
Hyhich was made isigainft royal authority, 

and 
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TLXid the licence which was given to degrade 
and infult the perfons employed to fupport 
it, infpired the leaders of the infurre<aion 
with the higheft degree of infolence. A 
farce was adled in the fquares and public 
ftrcets, particularly under the windows of 
the commandant and the intendant, which 
was defigned as a burlefque on the lits de 
jujttce^ the laft feffion of parliament, and 
fome of the new laws. This piece was 
performed by flioe-blacks and chimney- 
fweepers, drfcffed in tattered black robes, 
fquare caps, and paper cravats, and feated 
on the little ftools which thofe blackguards 
brought for the occafion, giving, as it was 
faid, an exaft reprefentation of the fcheme 
of putting the judge on a level with the 
judged. Printed papers, giving an ac- 
count of all that pafled at this royal fit-? 
ting of flioe-blacks, were diftributed with 
profulion among the populace. Thefe 
papers contained alfo the fpeeches which 
the adtbrs in this farce were fuppofed to 
have pronounced, but which the loud ap- 
jplaufe and mirth of the immenfe crouds 

. which 
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which followed them prevetited from being 
iiirard. 

M. de Thiard, Who dined with x6e that 
day, happened to arrive while this entertain* 
ment was going forward under my window. 
The idea appeared to him very amuflng | 
and he endeavoured to make me laugh it 
fome of the farcafms contsuiied in a piecei 
where we were both made to zQl the loweft 
and mofl: indecent parts. I could not hdp 
faying to him^ with fome degrbe of fpleen^i 
*^ that if this farce had been aded in Con«> 
ilantinople, and that I had read the aecount 
of it in the Gazette, I might perhaps have 
Wen as much inclined to laugh as tic was ) 
but that it was impoffible for me to find any 
amuiement in feeing the king^s authority id 
fcandaloufly degraded/* This Was the caft 
already, to fuch a degree, that the :^irit of* 
revolt infefted every dafs. The parlisunenf^ 
tvhich had till then giVen aa example of 
fiibmiilion to his majeft/s orders, Was loud* 
ly accufed of having fold itfelf to the courts 
and was In a nxanner compelled, by circmn^ 
fiances, to infringe the interdidioa s^ain^ 

aflembling^ 

The, 
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The guard, which wag placed at the Pa^ 
lais, having orders to let nobody enter, the 
magiftrates chofe, as a place of meeting, the 
houfe of one of the prefldents, fituated op- 
pofite tathe intendant's hotel. The affem- 
bly met at five o'clock in the morning. As 
foon as M. de Thiard was informed of this, 
he fent a detachment of the regiment of 
Rohan, and charged the officer who com- 
manded to order the parliament, in the 
king's name, to feparate immediately. But 
the doors were barricadoed. After knock- 
ing feveral times, without being anfwered, 
the officer contented himfelf with keeping 
the houfe blockaded, as he had no orders to 
force it open. As foon as it. was known in 
the town that the parliament was aflfembled 
and befieged in the Hotel deCuille^ the people 
gathered iii crouds to 'prote<a the magif- 
trates. A great many gentlemen came vi^ith 
their fwords, and unfortunately their dif- 
courfe and their example encouraged the 
people to infult the troops in the grofleft 
tnanner. The Procureur General himfelf, 
who arrived at that moment, in his robes, 

VpL. I. G tQ 



8a PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 

to join the aiTembly, had the imprudence to 
call the foldiers ^ vile fa^tellites of defpot* 
ifm/' and to threaten to deliver them up to 
the fiiry of the people. My advice had not 
been afked in any of thefe meafures. I did 
not underiland what had occafioned the tu- 
mult, nor the meaning of the clamours I 
heard while in my clofet. At nine o'clock 
|n the tnorning I received a note from M. 
de Thbrdy in which he defired me to go to 
him. I fent him for anfwer, ^* that the 
mob was at my door, and that I could ngt 
go out, without expofing my felf to be mat 
facred ; that I did not think I ought to run 
fuch a rifk without an abfolute neceflity : it 
was therefore expedient we fhould commu- 
nicate by writing/' He immediately wrote 
to me a fecond note, in which be gave me 
to undcrftand, that the king's fervice abfo- 
lutely exadted of me to go to him as foon as 
poflible, in order to confult and determine 
upon the meafures which were to be taken ; 
and that he had fent an efcort to accompany 
wfi. This efcort, compofcd of eight fol- 
diers and an officer, was more fit to 

expofe 
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cxpofe me to obfervation, and confequently 
to infult, than to protedl me againft fuch a 
croud o£ alEiilants,' whom the known be- 
nignity of M. de Thiard's orders had taught 
10 face the foldiers without fear, however 
great their number. In yielding to the re- 
quifition of M. de Thiard, I thought it 
would be prudent to fupply the want of 
proper protedtion by ftratagem j I therefore 
made the eight foldiers be placed without 
the great gate of my houfe, as if they had 
been fent there to defend the entry. I 
agreed with the officer that I fliould go out 
by a little door, and as foon as he faw me 
pafs, he was to put himfelf in motion with 
the foldiers, and follow me at about the dif- 
tance of forty paces. I alfo had the pre- 
caution not to appear in the black robe, or 
with long drefled hair, as I haid hitherto al- 
ways done. My ftratagem fucceeded per- 
fedly at firft. I pafled within ten paces of 
the mob, without attradting any attention.' 
They were entirely occupied by a detach- 
ment of dragoons, who came to fupport the 
fiege or blockade of the Hottlde Guttle ^ and 

G 2 who,^ 



84 PRIVATE MEMOIRS* 

who, inftead of marching againft the mot>^ 
whom they might have difperfed in a twink-r 
ling, formally drew the^nfelves up accord-* 
ing to the orders of M, deThiard, and ftood 
peaceable fpedators in the walk which over^ 
looks that part of the town. A few mo^ 
ments afterwards I met a dragoon, wh6, in 
galloping to join the detachment, chaced 
before him all the people that were in the 
ftreet. Twenty-five dragoons, I am con- 
vinced^ by a brifk charge, would have been 
fufiicient to put all the inhabitants of the 
town to flight. 

When I arrived at the top of the ftreet 
which leads to the commandant's hotel, I 
law, at the gate, a mob, confifting of about 
two thoufand people, through which it was 
abfolutely necelTary for me to pafs. I had 
not gone far into the ftreet when I was dif- 
covered ; and immediately there was a ge- 
neral ftiout of " baro */ur Vintendani^^ ac-» 
companied with the moft furious impreca-» 
tions. I did not hefitate rcfpeding the part 

* The cry of haro is ufed by the populace of Britaxudy and 
Kormandy, when they intend to infult or attack any perfon. 

I had 
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1 had to take. To have retreated would 
have been as mean as unfafe ; and it ap- 
peared to me, that my only refource was to 
endeavour to overawe them by an intrepid 
countenance. I imperceptibly relaxed my 
pace, to give the officer, who followed me, 
time to come nearer me. I rejected hig 
propofal, however, of placing me in the 
midft of the efcort, direding him to conti- 
nue to follow, but to keep nearer, and to 
order his men to walk firm and ered. I 
myfelf, in the mean time, continued my 
pace with ts undaunted an air as I could 
aflume, in fpite of the cries of baroj which 
redoubled with violence as we approached. 
When we had got within ten paces of this 
mob, who were armed with flicks and 
ftones, I put my hands into my pockets, to 
make them believe that I was provided with 
piftols. I advanced, fixing the boldeft of 
them with a fteady eye, and walked ftraight 
forward betwixt the croud and the wall of 
the hotel, as if the ftreet had been quite 
clear. It became fo for me. At this criti- 
cal moment the Ihouts ceafcd at once, as if 

Q 3 an 
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an order had been ifTued for that purpofe^ 
the croud ppened to the right ^nd left as I 
advanced/ $nd I entered M. deThiard's ho-« 
tel without any one having dared to throw 
^ ftone at me, or to infult me in any way. 

I was hardly entered, when the cry of 
baro was renewed with freih vigour, in fpitc 
of a body pf fifty dragoons who ftood at the 
gate, like fo many equeftrian ftatues. They 
were looked upon fo much in that light, 
that amongft thofe who furrounded them 
there were people bold enough to pafs under 
the hotfes, and cut the girths of twd or three 
faddles. 

i found M. de Thiard calmly converfing 
inrith fp^e officers, not knowing any thing 
of wl^it paiTedat his gate, nor comprehend- 
ing the meaning of the fhouts he heard. I 
f^d to him, with fome heat, thatt he ought 
to kiiow, better than me, the caufe of the . 
clamour ; that it was the confequeftce of a 
general infurredion, which exifted fince fix 
in the morning, and had been excited by a 
meafure, in which, as he well knew, I had ; 
no part, fince he had given orders without 

faying 
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ikying a word to me. He excufed himfelf^ 
by faying that he did not think it neceflary 
to difturb me, becaufe he had never 
doubted but that the parliament would 
feparate as foon as the troops arrired. He 
then confulted me upon what was to be 
done« ^* That is what you ought to find in 
your inftruaions," faid I to him j "it is for 
you to confider whether you will follow 
them or not When you have decided upon 
that point, I will give you my advice upon 
the liieans of executing them." 

•* But you know," faid he, ** what my 
inftrud^ionsare." 

" Yes, undoubtedly ; but I am uncertaia 
how far you intend to follow them/' 

•* I wiflx the parliament to feparate," iai<l 
he. 

" I am convinced you do," replied I ; 
^ but at prefent the queftion is not, what 
you wifh the parliament to do, but what 
you -will do yourfelf. You have the 
means in your power of doing what you 
ple^e." 



o^A 
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^* But what do you think ought to be 
done with reiped to the parliament ?" re-i^ 
fumed he. 

^* I think there is nothing to be done at 

* prefent," anfwered I j " becaufe it is more 
than probable that the ob]e£t of their affem- 
bling is already fulfilled ; and if I was in 
your place, I would fend orders immediately 
for the troops to withdraw." 

" Whit, 6ven before the parliament is 
feparated ?'* 

" Yes, without doubt ; uhlefs you have 
ordered the troops to attend, merely by way 
of doing honour to the parliament, in a ftate 
of difbbedience tb the king's orders." 

" 1 ordered the troops on puipofe to 
make theaffembly feparate," anfwered he. 

" You ought, then," faid I, " to hare 
ordered them to force the door, when it 
was refufed to be opened, and even to pull 

• down the houfe, if neceflary." 

** Oh, I know very well that you are al- 
ways for the mofl: violent means," faid he/ 

" No," replied I, " certainly I am not j 
for I think, on the contrary, that violent 

meafurcs 
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mcafures ought never to be had reeoutfe to^ 
till every moderate remedy has been tried 
in vain ; but I am for ading confiftently j 
and nothing can be more incontiftent and 
more hurtful than to exhibit powerful 
means, and then to aft in a weak manner." 
** It would be adting in a very weak 
manner," replied he, ** to withdi;aw the 
troops at prefent j and I cannot fee any in- 
conveniency in their remaining for fomc 
time longer/* 

** You will decide as you pleafe." 
We were engaged in this converiation, 
when a deputation from the parliament was 
announced, M. de Thiard went into his 
drawing-room, and I remained in his cham- 
ber, from which I heard the Procureur-Ge- 
n^ral complain to him, in a very outrageous 
and indecent ftile, of an infult which he 
pretended to have received from the officer 
who commanded the dragoons* This of- 
ficer, in conformity with the orders which 
he had received to admit nobody, had for 
fome moments oppofed the entrance of the 
deputies. The Procurew V^as deaf to all 

expoftu- 
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expoftuIation» His colleagues in vain en^ 
deavouf ed to bring him to a more decent 
behaviour : be imperioufly infifted on hav* 
ing juftice done him againft the officer^ 
whom M. de Thiard had the complaifance 
to order under arreft# 

The objed of this deputation was to de« 
mand tjiat the troops, which were ftatioiied 
at the gate of the Hotel de Cuille^ fhould be 
tecalled, to puf an end to the fcandal and 
the diforder which refulted from that mea« 
iure* Before he gave them any anfwer, M; 
de Thiard thought proper to dome and con* 
fult me, by which, without intending it, he 
did me a very ill office ; for it confirmed 
ll^em in the notion that I was the inftigator 
0f the meafure I complained o£ I told M: 
de Thiard that I had already advifed him to 
do what was now demanded of him, and 
that I had not altered my opinion^ He 
then confented to the recall of the troops* 
He mad^ it a condition, that the parliament 
fhould feparate as foon as pofTible ; but the 
deputies not being authorized to ftipulate 
for the aflembly, could only promife that 

6 they 
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they would ufc their utmoft efforts to pre- 
vail upoa them to do fo« 

The aflembly continued till fire o*cl6ck 
in the afternoon : at the fame hour the prOf 
tell, which the parliament had taken agsunfl: 
the edi^s lately regiftered, was publilhed, 
and diftributed all over the town with great 
profufiom We were at the fame time in-* 
formt^d, that there had been warm debates 
in the aflejnbly^ on*his queftion, Whether 
there were not grounds for decreeing, that 
the king's commiflioners ihould be taken 
into euftody * ? and it was carried in the ne* 
gative, by a very fmall majority. 

In confequence of this condudl, the par-* 
Hament was immediately fent into exile* 
The lettres de cachet were delivered, thcjfoU 
lowing evening, againft all the membersi 
except M. du Couedic, who, having fcen 
the preceding day that to elude the execu- 
tion of the king's orders, all that was necef- 
fary was to fhut bimfelf up in his cham- 
ber, arid keep it faft locked, had recourife 
tQ this expedient, and with nearly equal 

* DtcrHes de ffifc ic corpi^ 

fuccefs, 
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fuccefs, with the parliament: j for having; 
fhut himfelf up, and refufed admittance to 
the officer who came with the lettre de ca^ 
cbetj and threatened to flioot any perfon 
who dared to force open his door, M. de 
Thiard thought it fufficient to place two 
fentinels in his antichamber, who paffed two 
days there } which did not prevent M. du 
Couedic making his efcape out of the win- 
dow, getting clear of the town, and tra- 
verfmg the province, without having the 
king's order notified to himr. 

The inefFe(3:ual meafure of exiling the 
parliament, fo far from reftoring tranquil- 
lity, only ferved to irritate the public more 
j^nd more, and to augment the fermenta- 
tion. The meeting of the Cbafnbres de Lee-- 
ture were permanent. The moft violent 
ineafures were the conftant obje£t of their 
deliberations. It was decreed, in one of 
thefe aflemblies, that all the gentlemen of 
Rennes fhould demand, in a body, fatisfac- 
tion of M. d'Hervilly, colonel of the regi- 
ment of Rohan, for the infult he was fup- 
pofed to have offered to the nobility in the 

perfon 
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pcribn of one of its members, againft wliom 
he was accufed of having raifed his cai;ie* 
The fa6k was, that during the blockade of ' 
the Hotel dc CuilU^ M. d'Hervilly, who was 
there with the detachment of his regiment^ 
was brutally aflaulted by fome gentlemen, 
who, after having torn off his epaulets, 
pufhed him rudely againft the wall ; at that 
moment he fuddenly raifed his arm to de- 
fend his head ; but he could not raife his 
arm,.without alfo raifing the cane which he 
held in his hand. It was this involuntary 
motion which was mifinterpreted as an in- 
fulting gefture. M. d' Hervilly gave this 
explanation to a numerous deputation, who 
came to inform him of the intentions of the 
nobility. As his explanation did not fatis- 
fy them, he accepted, with gratitude, the 
honourable challenge that was propofed to 
him ; but he told thefe gentlemen, that he 
muft limit its execution to three duels a day, 
upon account of .the time he was obliged to 
beftow on the king's fervice. The mannep 
in which the firft duel pafled very happily 
terminated this quarreL M. d'Hervilly 

having 
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jhaving given his adverfary his life three 
times^ that gentleman rather cjiofe to em- 
brace him, than to continue the combat j 
and the two others, who were to have 
fought M. d'Hervilly on the fame day, de- 
clared themfdves fatisfied j as did all the 
other gentlemen who were to have fought 
him afterwards. 

This affair opened M. de Thiard's eyes to 
the danger of thefe affemblies which were 
held in town, and he cohfulted me upon the 
means of putting a ftop to them. My opi- 
nion was, that at the point to which things 
were arrived, fuccefs could only be exped:- 
cd from the moft vigorous meafures ; and 
that with refpedt to thefe affemblies, I faw 
no other means than to publifli, and rigor-* 
oufly execute, a decree, by which all affem- 
blies whatever were interdided, under pain 
of a penalty of 3000 livres, of confifcation, 
and the demolition of the houfe in which 
the affemblies fhould be held. He at firft 
approved of my advice, and begged of me 
to draw , up the decree, and make it be 
printed and publifhed. This was done in 

the 
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the courfe of the day ; but the next morning 
he had changed his mind, upon hearing of 
M, d^Hervilly'fi reconciliation with the no- 
bility^ becaufe he looked upon the meafure 
as quite unneceflary ; and in fpite of niy 
eameft expoftulatioas, he never could re- 
iblve upon publifhing this decree, the ex« 
ecution of which might probably have 
ftopped the progreis of the jcevoit and the 
general 4i&^ei^« 
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CHAP. V. 

Progrefs of the infurredtion. — Infolence of a 
Procureur du ^ou-r^Reprefentations of the 
cpminiffiori intermediaire * of the fates. 
'-^Violent condu& of the archbifiop of Sens. 
^--^Decrees of the council. — Tumults.'-^ 
Weaknefs of M. de Tbiard.-^Defigns 
fortqfd againjl me — My departure for 
Paris.-^Its confeqnences. — M. de Tbiard^s 
recall.^— Replaced by M. de Stainville.--^ 
Retreat of the archbi/hop of Sens — Jnd of 
M. de Lamoignon* — Recall of Mr* Necier. 
— jW. de Barentin appointed chancellor.'-^ 
Mr. Necker prepares the convocation of the 
States General. — Ms motives. 

tY^ H E eftablifhment of the baillage at 

X Rennes was become abfolutely impoCf 

fible, from the contempt into which royal 

* Comnf,t/pon Intermediaire was compofed of a certain num« 
Ifter of the deputies of the three orders, who, during the in- 
ter'valsofthc fittings of the States^ were employed to exe- 
cute feme parts of the adminiflration of that^rovince. 

authority 
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authority had fallen, from theproteft of th« 
parliament againft the new law5,andfrQmth* 
inefficacy of all means of force in the hands 
of a commandant, fuch as M. de Thiard* 
My correfpondence with the minifters, and 
principally with the archbifhop of Sens, 
turned upon the neceflity of qualifying his 
meafures, of abandoning his miferable Cour 
Pknierej and, above all, of fufpending the 
execution of the new laws in Btitahny, 
until fuch time as they fhould receive the 
approbation of the ftates, according to the 
privileges of that province, and the engage- 
ment which the king renewed at every fit- 
ting, never to make any attempt againft 
them. The archbifhop's Anfwers were 
always laconic, and to a ridiculous 
height imperious ; as for inftance, " The 
king will be obeyed. — The king knows bow 
to make him/elf obeyed. — Tou will imrnedir 
ately receive fuch orders as the circufuJlances 
require.^\ But a difregp^rd of fubordinatipn 
And the fpirit of revolt were fo rapid, and 
thefe orders were difpatched fo flowly, that 
we always received them about a fortnight 
VOL. I. H after 
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after tKe period in which they might have 
been of fervice. 

The enthuliafm of infurredion had fo 
heated every mind, and the difordcr and 
weaknefs of government were fo apparent, 
jthat thofe who, from motives of intereft as 
well as duty, ought to have been its furcft 
fupport, gloried in fhewing themfelves the 
inofl: eager in attacking it. Thus, while the 
comtnijjhn intermediaire addrefled the moft 
infolent expbftulations to the king againft 
the new edidls, and while the Procurcur 
Sindic of the ftatcs travelled poft over 
the municipalities of the province, to force 
them to take a proteft againft his ma- 
jefty's orders, under pain of incurring 
the cenfure of the ftates and the parlia- 
ment, the Procunur du rot qu prefidial 
threatened to profecute us if we did not fet 
at liberty a feditious fellow, who had beea 
taken up before the Hottl dc Cuille^ This 
fellow was at the head of a mob, exciting 
the people againft the foldiers. A piftol 
and ammiiiiition were found in his pockets. 
The Procuxfeur inliiled, that if the man was 

liable 
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liable to be tried, it belonged to him, and 
not to us, to profecute him. M. de Thiard 
faw no impropriety in deiiveripg up the 
fellow to the jurifdiftion of the Procureur, 
in fpite of my remonftrances againft fuch a 
meafure; and after a (light examination, 
this vagabond was fet at liberty, as was t6 
have been expefted, amidft the acclamations 
of the populace, who conducted him home 
in triumph. It was even thought necef- 
fary to give him a few louis d'ors, to pro- 
vent his raifing a procefs againft us for da- 
mages, in which he would certainly have 
been fuccefsful. 

The archbifliop of Sens, confident in the 
refources of his own genius, and perfuaded 
that his meafures would be crowned with 
fuccefs, regarded the oppofition in Britanny 
with contemptuous indifference; feeing that 
the greateft number of the baillages were 
eftablifhed, and in activity, he thotight that 
it would be in his power to reftorp that pro- 
vince to tranquillity when he pleafed. K[e 
was, however, ftung to the quick at the dif- 
refpeftful ftylein which he and his meafurps 

H 2 were 
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were mentioned in the reprefentations adr 
dreffed to the king by the commijfton in* 
termediaire ; and he revenged himfelf by 
ordering twelve gentlenjen of Britanny to 
be taken up) and conducted to the Baftille^ 
feveral of whom had taken no part in the 
trouble^ which agitated that province. He 
fent us, at the fame time, a decree of the 
council, with a dull and tedious preamble, 
the object of which was, to refulte the prm- 
cipal objections that were raifed againft the 
new laws. We were ordered to publifh and 
circulate it in all the principal town§ of the 
province, without delay j and this order 
was punftually executed. I told M. de 
Thiard, that I ftiould caufe the decree to be 
polled up next morning, but that we muft 
cxped to have it immediately torn down, 
unlefs there was a guard ftationed by every 
plactrt } and that an infurredlion might 
very p6ffibly be the confequence. "We 
(hall fee," replied he, with great compofure j 
' and accordingly it was what we did fee. 
The placarts, which were pofted up at four 
o'clock in the morning, were all taken 

down 
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tJowh by the populace, an immenfe croud 
of whom had aflembkd for the purpofe of 
making a bonfire with them in the court of 
my hotel ) but thanks to the firmnefs of 
my ported, atid the folidity of my gate, 
the bonfire was not allowed to be kindled 
within the court, but only in the ftreet be* 
fore the hotel ; and I fuftained no other 
lofs than hating a few of my windows 
broken by the ftones thrown by the moK 
I immediately difpatched one of my clerks 
to M. de Thiard, to give him an account of 
what was paffing; and about two hours 
^ter, wheii the mob was entirely difperfed^ 
he fent me a few dragoons, and a guard of 
twenty men, whom I difmiffed immedi- 
ately, being convinced that my (hewing any 
fymptom of fear, or that I thought myfelf 
in danger, would be an infallible way of 
bringing the danger on» The people were 
iccuftomed to fee a number of troops at thei 
hotel of the commandant, but never at that 
of the intend^nt. The novelty of this 
alone would have attradted a croud ; and 
when tfcat hud: become : great, a few fe- 
M 3 ditious 
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ditious fellows might have excited them 
to infurre£tion» 

The fermentation, cccafioned by the ex- 
ile of the magiftrates, was confiderably aug- 
mented by the coofinemenf of the twelve 
gentlemen ; and the intelligence which was 
given me by the Sieur Tronjolly, Procureur 
da Tribunal de Police^ prepared us to expeft 
a very ferious explofion. The projed of 
retaliating upon us for thofc adts of defpot- 
ifm was publicly talked of ; and I have no 
doubt but that the trifling infurredion, oc-^ 
cafioned by the polling up of the placarts^ 
would have been more ferious, had it been 
kfs fudden, and if more time had been 
given for the inftigators to make prepara- 
tions* They expedled a new opportunity,, 
which they hoped to improve to moK ad- 
vantage ;. becaufe the feditious gained 
ftrength daily by the acceffion of crouds of 
vagabonds,, who having fuflfered under, er 
fled from j the lafli of j^ftice, flocked to- 
Rennes from all quarters, feme having beeti: 
Invited by the feditious, others attracted by 
the diforders.that reigned i&ihat place. 
. . 6 M.At 
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. M. de Thiatd, who had received inform- 
/ ation of all that was going forward, added 
a hundred men to the guard of his hotels 
and obliged me to pafs a night there. He 
€2u:neftly intreated me to remain with him 
till the end of our mifSon. This would 
certainly have been the fafeft plan ; but 
the idea of taking refuge, and conceal- 
ing myfelf, was fo repugnant to my 
charader, that I could not confent to 
it. I returned to the Intendant's hotel 
next day, to which M. de Thiard fetit a 
guard of twenty men. I wrote, the fame 
day, to the archbifhop of Sens, and to the 
chancellor, informing them, that in the 
prefent fituation of affairs, the execution of 
the new laws was impradicable in Bri- 
tanny; that our prefence was inefFedual 
for the end propofed, and could ferve no 
purpofe but to lower the king's authority, 
as it was not in our power to punifh the in- 
fults daily offered to us, neither could I fe- 
cure myfelf from the danger which me- 
naced me in particular ; therefore I re- 
qiiefted.pei'miffion to return j adding, that 
. - H 4 I would 
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I would wait for it, unlcfs the danger be- 
came very urgent. 

Eight days had elapfed without my re^ 
ceiving any anfwer to thefe letters, when I 
wa3' informed, by the Pfocureur 4u rot qS> 
the police, that my hotel would be attacked 
by a confiderable mob,, made up of the 
greateft vagabonds in Reiines ; that they 
intended to enter by the garden Wall, whichi 
was low enough for that purpofe on the 
^vS,^ next the ftreet- Their defign was to 
feize upon my perfon. The Procureur re- 
fufed to mention the treatment which wasr 
intended me ; he only advifed me not 
to remain any longer at my hotel, as it was 
impofllble to know how foon this attack 
would be made* On the fame day, namely 
the feventh of July, I received the fame ad-^ 
vice from one Bouvard, who commanded 
the city guard at Rennes. I did not, how- 
ever, follow it, but continued in the hotel j 
I only had the precaution to quit the cham^ 
her in which I ufually flept, as it was on a 
Jevel with the gardert, atid I wefnt to a fmall 
apartment on the fecond floor, where they 

would 
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would not probably have thought of feek- 
ihg me, and from which I could more 
eafily have made my efcape, had I been re^ 
duced to that extremity. 

I was not long of knowing that the intel- 
Jiigence I had received was but too well 
founded. On the eighth of July, about 
two o'clock in the morning, the guard fta- 
tioned in ray garden perceived two men, 
who had clambered over the wall; but 
thefe fellows, obferving that they were dis- 
covered, had time to make their efcape be- 
fore the guard could come up with them ; 
and they were feen running along the ftreet 
with eight or ten of their companions, who 
had undoubtedly come to reconnoitre the 
ground. This attempt determined me to 
leave Rennes next day, although I" had not 
received permiffion, and although M. de 
Thiard offered to fend me a more numerous 
guard. I anfwered him, that in order to 
re^eftablifh and maintain the king's autho- 
rity, it was not lufficient that we poffefled 
the means of repelling fuch attacks as thefe^ 
but that we ought alfo to have the power 

and 
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aad the firmnefs to punifh the authors with 
exemplary feverity ; and that I could by no 
means confent to remain expofed to the 
danger of being attacked in my houfe, un- 
kfs he would give pofitive and unlimited 
orders to the troops to repel force by force j 
and likewife give me his word of honour 
that he would deliver up every perfon, feiz- 
ed ip the adt of aflault, to be tried in the 
courfe of law, and executed if condemned^ 
ThiB propofal terrified him fo much, that 
he thought it better for me to fet off, and 
inform the minifters of what was pafling; 
I accordingly left Rennes fecretly on the 
9th of July, at three o'clock in the morn-^ 
ing, accompanied by eight dragoons, who 
efcorted me half a league out of town ; and 
J arrived at Verfailles on the i ith, at five in 
the afternoon. I alighted at the archbifhop 
pf Sens's hotel. Jie was furprifed to fee 
me, and received me coldly enough. " You 
were in a gteat hurry to come," faid he^ 
♦* Did not- you receive my letter T* 
"No,mylori'* 
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** If you had waited for it, you would 
then have'known that it was the king's in- 
tention that you fhould vifit the principal 
towns of the province, in order to judge of 
the general difpofition with refpeft to the 
new laws, and to give us an account of it* 
I confefs," continued he, ^ that after the 
idea which M. de Montmorin gave me of 
your charadler, particularly of your firm* 
nefs, I did not expert fuch a falling off on 
your part. None of your colleagues have 
done the fame in any part of the king^ 
dom.'* 

" None of them," I replied, " hav6 
ibund things in the fame ftate that I did* 
I (hall only fay, my lord, that I never was 
<:onfidered as faint-hearted ; and you will 
find that I have not left that reputation in 
Britanny; and I would have been there 
ftill, if ^my firmnefs alone could have an*^ 
fwered any purpofe. With refpedl to the 
Journey which the king wiflied me to take 
through the principal towns of the pro- 
vince, that is quite unneceffary to the, end 
of knowing the people's difpofitions. I anx, 
'•' ^ ' perfedly 
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perfedly well informed oti that fubje£t, by 
conftant correfpondence with my delegates J 
and I can venture to aflure you^ that there 
will be no difficulty in eftablifhiilg the new 
laws all over the province j after they are re^^ 
ceived atRennes, but not before/' 

" Yes, but at Rennes, things go 6n very 
ill ; and the king is greatly diflatisfied.'* 

" I am very forry for it, but it is no 
fault of mine* I was very exaft in declar- 
ing my opinion refpeding what was likely 
to happen, and I mentioned what meafurea 
would have been moft expedient during 
the exifting circumftances. I am convinced 
that what I propofed would then have 
been effedual j but now it would be too 
late." 

" You furely had troops in abundance ?'* 

" A great deal too many. I never com* 
plained that we had not foldiers enough i 
decifive orders were what we moft ftood id 
need of." 

** What do you mean ? Did not the king 
give a carte blancbe to M. d^ Thiard?" 

'' He 
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** He never told me fo. The inftmaions 
which I faw were not to that effe^." » 

" But what do you think ought to be 
done at prefent ?" 

. " If it be the king's intentions to have 
the new laws put in execution, M. ^e 
Thiard fhould receive pofitive inftru<aions 
to that purpofe, and be required, iat the 
fame time, to mention what means he 
thinks will be neceffary to fecure fuccefs, 
and furnifh what he requires. But, above 
all, his inftrudions muft be pofitive." * 

To this th(e archbifliop anfwered, " It 
is* not poflible to forefee every circum- 
ftance. But, in fhort, there can be no in- 
convenience in allowing a few days topafs, 
till we fee what eflfeft your departure will 
produce. Go now to the chancellor, and 
return and fee me as foon as you receive 
news from Britanny." 

M, de Lamoignon received me ftill worfc 
than the archbifliop of Sens. He feverely 
reproached me for having fent my refigna- 
tion^ and for having left Rejines without 
having obtained the king's permiffion. I 

completely 
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completely fatisfied him with regard to the 
neceflity of fetting out^ without waiting for 
leave ; and with regard to my fending my 
refignation, I reminded him of what had 
paffed between us before I left Paris, upon 
the impoffibility of my accepting of any 
commiffion that would oblige me to slQ: 
againfl the parliament ; and it was eafy for 
''ine to prove to him, that my conduct was 
the nceeffary confequencc of the error I had 
been led into by his anfwer. I complained, 
in my turn, not of the referve, but of the 
diffimulation with which I had been treated. 
*' It appears to me," faid I to him, " that 
without initiating me in the fecret of the 
projefted meafure, I might at leaft have 
got a general hint that it concerned the ma- 
giftracy and the adminiftration of juftice ; 
if I had, I fhould then have endeavoured to 
convince the archbifhop of the danger of 
attempting fuch a meafure in Britanny, be- 
fore the approaching convocation of the 
ftates, and leaving it to their deciiion ; as in 
this way alone could it be reconciled to the 
privileges of that province, all of which the 

king 
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king had engaged to maintain : and this 
was likewife the only way to fecure the 
fucccfs of the meafure itfelf ; whereas, the 
refiftance with which it would be met in 
Britanny, would give the example of op- 
pofition, and encourage the other prOi- 
vinces to refift. The proper plans to have 
adopted," I added, " had been traced by 
M. de Maupeou, in a much mor.e importi^ 
ant and difficult enterprize. If they had 
adopted it, the refult would have been the 
fame in Britahny, by employing M. de Re- 
verfeau to tranfad bufinefs with the parlia^ 
ment, inftead offending him to the Cham" 
hrc des Ccmptes at Nantes, where I could 
have more properly fulfilled the commiffioa 
with which he was charged." 

*' All this,'' replied M. de Lamoigoon^ 
*• is like muftard after dinner ; and I arti 
certain that the king will be ver^much 
aftonifhed and difpleafed, wheA he knows 
that you are here." 

" If his majefty," faid I, " were acquaint- 
ed with my character, he would be, on the 
contrary, furprifed at my fupporting, du- 
ring 
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ring two long months, the contradidionj ^ 
and difgufts which I met with. I am good 
for nothing in fuch a conjundure ; and L 
,would give in my relignation a thoufand 
4ime$, rather than be placed in the fame 
circumftances again." 

I do not pofitively fay," replied he, 
that the king is determined upon your re- 
turn to Britanny. We fhall fee. But you 
have brought yourfelf into a very difagree- 
able fitiiation." 

^ " I could not avoid it : but that which I 

.have quitted was the worft of all fituations." 

" You are extremely obftinate." 

*' Perhaps I am, fir j and particularly 

when I think myfelf in the right, and have 

nothing to reproach myfelf with." 

He then defired that I fhould immedi- 
ately make out a circumftantial ftatement 
of the affairs in Britanny, which he would 
next day lay before the council ; and fo we 
feparated, mutually diflatisfied with ea?h 
other. 

I drew up the ftatement, as he defired, 
and gave it him next morning. I found 

him 
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iilm ratiief foftened , becaufe M. de Mont- 
iborin^ whom I had feen in the interval^ 
had fpoken to him in my favour, and had 
convinced him of the injuftice of blaming 
me for the ill fuccefs of their meafures, 
fince the only means which could have in- 
jured it had not been under my diredtiom 
And furely it was no fault of mine that M. 
de Thiard only employed the troops in the 
defence of his hotel, and appeared to con- 
fine his whole care and attention to the 
fmgle object oif fecuringit from being taken 
by aflault. 

By the firft meffenger firom Britanny In- 
telligence was brought, " that on the very 
day which I left Rennes, a mob had affem- 
bied, and ereCted a. gibbet before the hotel 
in which 1 had lodged; that lijpon this'I 
had been hanged in effigy ; and the figure 
rcprefenting me was afterwards burned in a 
large bonfire made for the purpofe^i This 
fame figure was previoufly covered with in- 
fcriptions of the moft infolent and feditious 
nature* This ceremony had continued a 

confiderable time, 4urmg which- many 
vfit. !• »]^ execrations 
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execrations Vfcrc uttered againft the mi- 
nifter, as well as againft M.^ de Thiard 
and myfelf, and no interruption was at- 
tempted by the troops or othefwlfe, nor 
was any meafure adopted for arrefting the 
aftors or inftigators, though they were well 
known. 

The weaknefs of M, de Thiard was fuch, 
that the afchbifhop of Sens at laft became 
fenfible that there was an abfolute neceffity 
for fending a man more capable of com* 
'manding into Britanny. The Marechal de 
Stainville, who was then at So-alboufg, wa* 
ferit for. It was hardly poffible to make a 
better choice* He arrived at Rennes with 
the fame orders and the fame powers which 
had been given to M. de Thiard, whom Re 
went to replace. He had only pafled two 
days there, when fubordination and tran* 
quillity were pferfedly re-eftablifhed, with- 
out a fliot being fired, or a blow ftruek j 
becaufe it was known that the arms were 
charged, and that the troops had received 
orders, not only to repel force by force, 
but to fire upon the moft inconfiderablc 

mob 
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mob who refufed to difperfe. So true it 
iS) that in order to reftrain the people, it is 
abfolutely neceflary to appear not to fear 
them ; and that a number of troops do not 
overawe the multitude fo much as the 
known firmnefs of him who commands 
them. 

But while order was beginning to be re-* 
ftored in Britanny, the archbifhop of Sens 
entirely deftroyed the king's authority all 
over the kingdom ; fometimes from his ne- 
glefting to employ it when it was necef- 
fary ; and at other times, from his extra^ 
vagant abufe of it. At length, when the 
finances, and public credit, and every re- 
fource were exhaufted, the general diforder 
of the government forced him to abandon 
the miniftry, and fhamefuUy feek that afy- 
lum in a foreign country which the public 
iqdignation did not permit him to find in 
his own. 

The public mind was now turned to Mr. 
Nccker,a8 the only man who was capable, by 
his fuppofed talents and virtues, of repairing 
the bad efie<3;s of the vices and incapacity of 

12 the 
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the arehblihop of Sens. Thus the king was 
reduced and condemned by public opinion^ 
by the imperious cry of the nation, to recall 
to his council the infolent minifter whom 
he had, with fo much fatisfadion, fent 
aWay. 

To abandon the meafures of the arch- 
bifhop of Sens, and to recall the parliaments, 
were the firft ads of Mr. Necker's admini- 
ftration. The retreat of M. de Lamoignon 
foon fucceeded that of the principal mini- 
fter ; and M. de Barentin, then firft prefi- 
dent de la Cour des Aides of Paris, was named 
chancellor. Mr. Necker propofed this gen- 
tleman, in the hopes of finding in him that 
blind and fervile docility which^the arch- 
bifhop of Sens had found in M. de La- 
moignon ; but the condu£k of M. de Ba- 
rentin proved him to be a man of too much 
worth, and too much attached to the king, 
ever to be fwayed by Mr. Necker, to ne* 
jgleft his duty to his majefty, or to forget 
what he owed to his own charader. 

The archbifhop of Sens had unfortu*- 
nately prevailed upon the king to come 

undei;' 
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under the mod folemn engagement to con- 
vene the States General in 1789; and as a 
completion of folly, he iflued a decree of 
the council, authorizing, and even inviting, 
all who thought themfelves capable of pub- 
lifhing, for the inftruflion of the govern- 
ment, their ideas on the beft form of con- 
voking the States General, the manner in 
which the aflembly fhould be compofed, 
and the objefts they fhould take into confi- 
deration ; as if there neyer had been an af- 
fembly of the States in France before, or 
rather, as if the motive of their convocation 
had been to eftablifh an entire new form of 
government. And, in efFedt, this was the aim 
ofthegreateft part of thofe pamphlets with 
which France at this time overflowed. 

It might have eafily been forefeen, that 
an aflembly of the States General, convened 
in that ftate of enthufiafm and convulfion, 
fo far from producing any good eflFediy 
would neceflfarily expofe the monarchy and 
the king to the moft imminent danger* It 
is impoflible to fuppofe that Mr. Necker did 
japt fdrefee thefe confequences, without fup- 
I 3 pofmg 
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pofmg him uncommonly deficient in point 
of difcernment : and if, forefeeing them, he 
jrefolved . to mefet them, he a£ted with the 
prefumption of a madman, or the perfidy of 
a traitor. Had his intentions been upright, 
and had he pofleffed the one half of th6 
talents which his flatterers imputed to him, 
the re-cftablifhment of the finances would, 
as he faid himfelf, have been a mere amufe- 
ment to him, without the afliftarice of the 
States General. The enthufiaftic confi- 
dence of the public, in his talents and pro- 
bity, gave him the power of deferring the 
convocation as long as he pleafed. But 
more ambitious of power, than fenfible to 
the glory of enfuring the fafety of the ftate, 
the only advantage which he endeavoured 
to derive from the circumftance was to fix 
his popularity on fo firm a bafis, as would 
confirm him in adminiftration, independent 
of the intrigues of the court, and even in 
fpite of the will of the king. His credulous 
vanity led him to believe that he fhould be- 
come the perpetual minifter of the nation^ 
by the great addition of charafter he would 

acquire 



PRIVATE MEMOIRS, 119 

acquire in the difplay of his talents before 
the Sties' General ; and this chimera made 
him haften the convocation. 

In this manner Mr. Necker became one 
of the* firft fprings of that revolution, of 
which he wa$ foon tp be the ih&meful 
vi^iBOu 



14 
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CHAP. VL 

Remarkable determination of the municipality 
of Rennes* — Reprefentations^ upon the ne^- 
cejjity of annulling it. — The other munici" 
palities of the province imitate that of 
Rennes, — I give in mj refignation. — Open" 
ing of the States of Brttanny. — Infurrec^ 
tion againjl the nobility. — Separation of the 
States. — Opening of the States General.— 
Propqfal qf the club Breton^ to Mr^ 
Necker^ rejeSted.-^JOcbates upon the verifir 
cation qf rights. — Motives for diffhlving 
the States General. — Plan propofed for this 
purpofe approved of but not followed. — ; 
Declaration of the 2^d ofyune. 

THE States of Britanny were to be af^ 
fembled at the end of the month of 
December 1788 ; and from the diflenfions 
which ftill continued to agitate the pro- 
vince^ it was eafy to forefee that this afr 
fembly would be turbulent, unlefs the go- 
vernment difplayed uncommon energy, and 

fent 
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fent another commandant than M. dc 
Thiard. With refped to myfelf, I Was 
determined againft going, becaufe it ap-» 
peared to nie prejudicial to the king's au-r . 
thority, and unbecoming my character, to 
cetum to Rennes, befor? public reparation 
was made for the infults I had received 
there ; and alfo becaufe Mr. Necker knew 
jh^t on the firft year of my intendant of Bri- 
tanny, I had prompted the attorney-general 
to denounce to the parliament his book 
upon finance, I could not, therefore, ex- 
pedt to obtain froni him that imlimited con- 
fidence, without which an intendant can- 
not do niuch good in his prpvince, however 
high his abilities and upright his intentions 
may be. 

In hopes that the government would 
come to a definite refolution relative to 
M. de Thiard and myfelf, I continued to 
fulfil the duties of my oiEce with as much 
affiduity as if I had no idea of quitting it. 
jAt this time the municipality of Rennes 
came to a refolution, by which its deputies 
to the States of Britanny were interdicted 

from^ 
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from deliberating upon the demands of 
the king, or on any affair whatever, until 
, the third order had obtained juftice ffom 
the two other orders, upon the affair of the 
extraordinary fouages *, which hz^ been 
brought on the tapis at the preceding meet* 
ing of the States, and had occafion^d the 
mofl violent debates. 

But in proportion as the reclamation of 
the third order was juft, the municipality 
of Rennes was inexcufable, in fupporting 
•it by means fo irregular and fo imperjious ; 
for the determination which had been iffued 

* Th? w&mY fQUf^f* wcrcaoaongil the moft andcnt 
taxes impofed on the lands of peafants in Britanny^ at a cer- 
tain rate for each fire-place exifting when this impofition was 
fixed ; but all additional fire-places, eftablifhed p^eiior to 
the firfl impofition, were to be free from this tax. The ex- 
traordinary yo«^z^« were different, being originally a loan ex- 
a£led from thofe very pea&nts by the 8t9tes of the pro- 
vince, for the general expences of the province, on the ex- 
prefs condition that the fum advanced was to be repaid, with 
th^ interefl, at the end of the year. But this condition, inflead 
of being adhered to, was quite neglei^ed ; and the fame 
. loan was renewed and exafted, by the authority of the 
States, at every following fitting, and in time became a per- 
manent tax, under the mmcoi fouages extraenEnaires, with- 
out any formal law* 

out 
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out could have no other effeft than that rf 
irritating the nobility, and raifing the people 
to infurredtion againft them. The day oa 
which I received this determination from 
Rennes, I (hewed Mr. Necker the plan of a 
decree of the council, by which the deter^ 
mination of the municipality fhould be an* 
nulled, and- all the other municipalities of 
the kingdom fhould be interdicted from 
making fuch decrees, under pain of being 
diffolved. I infifted, in the moft earneil: 
manner^ upon the neceffity of fending this 
decree immediately to Rennes by a ceurier 
extraordinary, as a means to prevent the ap- 
proaching opening of theStates frombecom- 
ing the commencement of a civil war. Mr. 
Necker anfwered, with the greateft coolnefs, 
that he could not take upon him to adopt a 
.lUfafure of fuch importance, without the 
approbation of the king and the minifters ; . 
and that he would fpeak of it at the com- 
mittee which was to be held that evening, 
r returned to his houfe next day, and found 
that he had fet out for Paris, without hav- ' 
ing given any orders in his office relative to 

the 
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the propofed decree of the council. He- 
. was to return to Verfailles to dinner, and I 
waited for him, in vain, till feven o'clock in 
the evening. I engaged M. de Thiard, who 
was of the Aflembly of Notables, to watch 
the moments of Mr. Necker's return, and 
to join his intrcaties to mine. I put into 
his hands a memorial, upon this affair, and 
a letter for Mr. Necker, whom I went to 
Paris in fearch of. I found him fetting out 
for Verfailles, and I followed him back, 
but without being able to fee him on my 
arrival at Verfailles. Five days elapfed, 
and neither M. de Thiard nor me could 
obtain a definitive anfwer. I then wrote 
to him, that the decree of the council, 
which I had propofed, would now be inef- 
fectual, as time had been given for the mu- 
nicipalities of the province to iflue out de- 
terminations of the fame kind with that of 
the municipality of Rennes, which I did 
not doubt of their having done j and there- 
fore the proper meafure now would be to 
make a new decree of the council, for aiv- 
nulling, not only the determination of the 

munici- 
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municipality of Reiines, but the clctermi*^ 
nations of all the municipalities of Bri- 
tfinny that had the fame tendency. MA 
Necker did not anfwer this letter ; and I 
learnt at his office, that my fears appeared 
to him groundlefs, and the meafures I 
propofed much too violent* 

Some time after, the report of my inten- 
tion to refign being fpread in the province, 
feveral municipalities fent deputies to Paris, 
who were commiffioned to do every thing 
iji their power to diffuade pie from that ftep, 
and to ufe their influence with the mini- 
fters not to accept my refignation, if I fhould 
give it in. This deputation, which, in other 
circumftances, would have been extremely 
flattering to me, now rendered my refig- 
nation indifpenfable ; becaufe it was known 
that the reprefentations made to the king, 
on the injufliicc of thtfouages extraordi- 
naires^ went originally from me, and I was^ 
confidered ^s the chief promotier of the op- 
pofition made by the Tiers to that tax; of 
courfe it might have fuppofed, when I fet 
oflf for Britanhy, that I intended to put my-. 

felf 
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felf at the head of the third order^ in op-i^: 
poiition to that of the nobility: and as 
fach a condudl would not have been in any 
rcfpefl: fuitable for me, I did not choofe to 
be fufpedled of it ; therefore I gave in my 
refignation the fixth of Dec^nbet 1788^ 
and M. du Faure de Rochefort was named 
to my place. 

The States of Britanny were now to be 
opened* All the muijicipalities of the pro* 
vince had given their deputies a pofitive 
order to take no part in any delibetatioui 
until the afiair of the extraordinary yJi/^j'^r/ 
was terminated ; and they were alfo com-* 
miiTioned to exa£i:> as a preliminary con-* 
dition to every arrangement, the total refti* 
tution, capital and intereft, of the amount 
of all the contributions paid fmce the yeat 
1 64 1, under the title di fouages fxtraordi'- 
nairesy which would have amounted to at 
leaft ' forty millions of livres, to be re- 
ftored to contributors.. In a court of equity,, 
this could not have occafioned any hefita- 
tion. The council appeared to, give a tacit 
approbation to thefe determinations and 
6 mandates, 
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mandates, by rcfufing to pronounce their re- 
peal* The third order, therefore, naturally 
imagimng that the court would fupport 
their pretentions, prepared to infift upon, 
them "With renewed firmnefs. The impru^ 
dent condud of the nobility, iii thefe cri- 
tical circumftances, completed the general 
difguft. The Count of Boifgelin, who was 
to prefide, arrived at Rennes two dap be- 
fore the opening of the States. He aflem- 
bled, athis houfe, all the nobility who came 
to Rennes upon the occafion, and made this 
irregular aflembly adopt the refolution of 
paying no attention to the particular de- 
mands of the third order. Until the general 
affairs of the province were terminated. 

The difcontent which this decifion ex- 
cited was a prelude to the tragical catal^ 
trophe which was to fignalize the opening 
of the States. From the fecond fitting, the 
moft violent animofity appeared betwixt 
the order of the nobility and the third or- 
d«. Tumult and infurredion were the 
confequences. It was 'not to be expeded 
that M. de Thiard, who could not reprefs 

fedition 
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feditibn when he commanded an army of - 
more than three thoufand men, would be 
able to maintain order and obedience when 
he had only twenty or thirty marechaujfet 
at his command. He c6uld not even pre* 
vent the nobility from being befieged by the 
populace, for three days and two nights, in 
the hall of the States. At length, quite ex- 
haufted with hunger and fatigue, they came 
out on the third day, with their fwords 
drawn, to force their way through the mob. 
Upon this occafion, a gemtleman was killed 
by the firing of a piftol, and another was 
dangeroufly wounded^ 

It was known, two days after^ that 40G 
young men had come armed, from Nantes, 
to the aiCftance of the citizens of Rennes. 
M. de Thiard fent the captain of his guard 
to meet them, in order to affure them that 
tranquillity was re-eftablifhed ; and as their 
prefence^ could, only breed tumult^ he or- 
dered them, in the king's namej to return 
to Nantes. But this did not prevent them 
from continuing their journey ; and they 
arrived that very day at Rennes, where 

they 



PRIVATE memoirs; ra9 

they were wdl received. In this ftate of 
affairs, it was impoflible to continue the af- 
fembly : almoft all the nobility had left 
Rennes, and M. de Thiard received ordfers 
to put an end to the meeting of the States^ 
I was then at Paris, far from thefe 
ftorms^ which I had but too well forefeen j 
and I had many a,pprehen{ions, on account 
of the danger which threatened the king- 
dom ^t the approaching meeting of the 
States General, efpecially as they were to 
be conftituted according to the new form, 
which Mr. Necter had perfuaded the king 
to adopt. I was fo much convinced that 
liothing but evil could be the refult, that, 
to avoid the odium of having had any {hare 
in it, I abfcnted myfelf from the eledloral 
affembly of my fe£tion at Paris. 

I had beftbwed great pains in ftudying 
alltibat concerns the States General, in the 
moft authentic monuments of our hiftory, 
znd had made a colledtion of notes, and re-- 
m^rks upon that important point of our 
conftitution. I gave an extra^ of thefe to 
VOL* t4 K Mr. 



f ' 
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Mr. Necker ; but as he did not among them 
find what he wanted, namely, fome auth<K 
Hty or precedent for doublmg the number 
of the deputks of the Tiers in tibe affemUy 
of the States, he made no ufe of the mate- 
rials with which I furniftied him. 

Some days after the opening of the 
States General, the defire I had to Iknow 
the particulars trf what -was pafl[ing carried 
me to Verfailles. I was accofted, In the 
ft* eet, by three deputies of the commons of 
Biitanny. They ex^Moeiflfed mwHh regret 
that they had not Ibeen ;al)le to find me 
fooner, and requefted a rendezvous, to^con- 
fer with me upon very impbrtattt matters. 
It was then about feven t>*clooksit night, 
and i propofed to accompany ^emte> iheir 
lodgings. They agreed to this propoikl & 
much the mose ^wilHiig}y,4i8 .they-expeif]ted, 
that evening, fomcxif dicir coUeagoes, mem- 
Jjcrs of the chib Breton, from wl&ich waa 
formed, in a fhort time, the celebnltedja-i 
cobin' club. I accoidingly weift with t^emL 
to their inn, whcreour company was foon 
6 tincreafed 
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mcr«afed by the*a4dltJkwi of feve» or eight 
pfrifoos^iamoogft whom were four deputies, 
Vfhcm I had knowa in Britaimy; 

After I had been introduced tp thp(£b 
who were ftrangers to me,' Ch^ampcaiCiC 
Paflane, deputy from $t. Bricux^ told me, 
(hat iinc« their arrival, he and hia colleagues 
had been extremely fo\icitou8 to f?e me, in 
order to take my <^iiipn upon the conduit 
which they ought to maintain* *' We are 
here," faid he, ^^ as if we had fallen from 
the clouds^ in an unknown country, where 
an order of things exifls^ of which we had 
no kka. We are unacquainted with the 
court and the minifters, we know not what 
they defire of us, and we hope that you 
will ^iredt ua. «You know our reliance 
upon you, and you nkay beiiare that we 
-(hall pay the fame regard to your advice 
here that we had in Britanny." They di 
united in the fame requeft, accompanied 
%^ith the fame aiTurances. I inquired what 
were their fentlments, and in what way 
they expe^ed me to direct them. They 
iaSUrcd me, that their intetit^n was to do all 
- • '* K 2 in 



131 PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 

in their power to eft^blilh the king's autho^ 
rity in fiich 1 manner^ that the nobility and 
parliament -might never have the power of 
imjuring it. L greatly approved of thefe 
fentiments ; but I obferved^ that as I was 
not in the miniftry, I could not take upon 
me to direft them j that it was to Mr. 
Necker to whom they ought to addrefs 
themfelves ; and that I would fpeak to him, 
if they authorized me; They anfwered, 
that they were not fond of going to Mr* 
Necker, becaufe there was always a croud 
kt his houfe ; and that if they were feen 
o&en with him, they would be fuipe£i:ed 
of being^fold to the court ; but that if I 
would be their interpreter witkMr. Necker, 
and tranfmit them his in{lni£kionfif^ they 
would always ftridly conform to them. I 
promlfed to wait upon Mr. Necker next day, 
^d to bring to them his anfwer. They then 
confulted me upon the choice of their pre- 
fident j^ and they knew fo little of th^ 
court, th*t they had determined to ehoofe 
the Duke of Orleans, from the idea th^t 
they could not make a choice mor^ [ftg^ee^ 

: able 
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.able to the king. I convinced them of 
their error; 2^id M.« Ballly was named 
prefident. 

I went next day^to inform Mr, Ndcker 
of the difpofitiott of thefe deputies ; but 
not being able to fee him, I defired^M. 
Coffer, his firft fecretary, to acquaint him 
with my bufinefs. When I went, next day, to 
receive Mr. Necker's anfwer, M. Cofter told 
me that thp mitiifler declined all private 
communication with thofe deputies, as re*- 
pugnant.to the purity of his prinjciples, finpc 
it might be confidered as tampering, with 
them, or a fpecies of corruption. Some 
days after, Mt. Necker renewed an oflfer, 
which had been formerly made to me by 
Meffrs. Barentin and de Montmorin, and , 
which I had refufed, of the place of firft 
prefident oi iht grand i:onf^il at P^ris, as an 
indemnification for the lofs of the intend- 
ance of Britanny. He added, that the king 
had commiflioned him to renew this pro- 
pofal, and was fo defirous that I ihould 
accept of it, that he left it in my power to 
propofe my own conditions with regard to 

K 3 the 
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the appotntmetlts. I p€f filled in my re* 
fufal, upon account of the Uncertainty of 
every place annexed to adminiftration, till 
after ttie clofe oC the States General, Irri- 
tated by thi* anfwer, Mr. Necker faid to 
me, with great haughtiniJfs and feverity of 
manner, "You feem, fir, not to be very 
defirous to plcafe the king, or to ferv^ 
him.'' 

« The king, fir," anfwered I, fmiling, 
** does not think of m^, and does not know 
in >Arhat I can be faioft ufeful to him," 

•^ I have delivered to you, fir," rejoined 
Mr. NeCker, with an air of authority, 
** what his majefty gave me in charge j you 
may perhaps receive, hereafter, his exprefs 
orders to the fame purpofe." 

** How, fir ? Exprefs orders to accept 
the place of firft prefident of the grand 
confeiir 

"Why not?" 

^* Becaufe I never heard before of a 
man's being commanded to accept of a 
fituation that he did not like as an indem- 
nifijcation or reward ; and I am convinced 

that 
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that the king is the laft perfon oa earth to 
impofe fuch a hardfhipb Neverthelefs, if I 
ihottld receive fuch an order, I will find 
means to tranfmit to his majefly ray mo« 
tivea for refu&L'* 

I now perceived that he was a good deal 
difturbedy therefore took my leave, and I 
uevet faw the great Mr. I>fecker fmce. 

The manner in which the States General 
were conftituted, and the fpirit of diforder 
which was manifeft a few days after the 
opening, but too plainly ihewed what was 
to be expe^ed from fuch an affembly, if it 
was not firmly maintained within proper 
limits ; or rather, if advantage was not taken 
ofthefiift-favourable opportunity to diflblve 
it. This laft meafure was the fureft, and 
alfo the eafieft, as it only exadled a mo- 
ment's firmnefs. I propofed it, in a me- 
morial which I tranfmitted to M. de Mont- 
morin, at a time when it could have been 
executed, not only without exciting com« 
motion, but to the great fatisfadion of all 
the kingdom ; and this was at the time when 
K 4 - there 
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there was a general outcry againft the^af- 
fembly, upon account of the length and in- 
decency of the debates which had arifen>xe- 
ktlre to the form of . the , verification of 
rights. This queftion had confumed the 
whole time of the fittings, for almoft fix 
weeks, and only ferved to irritate the Tiers 
Etat againft the two other orders." Thefe 
debates [might have been prevented, had 
Mr. Necker better underftopd our conftitu- 
tibnal laws, or had he been even dire£ted.by 
common fenfe. It certainly belonged to 
the king, who convened* the affembly of the 
nation, to verify whether the letters, of 
oredit or mandates, ,of thofe who claimed 
the title of deputies, were or were not re* 
gular. But the meafure, of leaving th^s ini- 
portant point to the decifion of the affem- 
bly, having been already adopted, it would 
have been fortunate if the miniftry h^d 
known, or rather had they been willing to 
take advantage of the x:opidu6t of the affem- 
bly, in confequence of its being left to 
themfdves. The means of doing this I 

laid 
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laid qpen, in the menxorial which I gave to 
M, Montmorin^ the fubftance of which 
ficdjo^s : 

•*If it is wiflied to fave the monarchy, 
^nd to prevent the total dcftruftion of the 
government, not a moment muft be loft 
It is not yet too late, and the means are in 
our conftitution j for it will be there fouiid, 
£fAj that the bufmefs and powers of the 
States General have always been limited to 
two points : the one, to unite all the in- 
ftruftions, demands, and grievances, of the 
particular bailliwicks, into one great ad- 
drefs, ind to prefent it to the king, who, 
with the affiftance of his council, decides 
upon it as he thinks proper; the other is 
by a general affembly of the whole, or by 
each order affembling feparately, to vote or 
giv|5 their confent to fuch contributions as 
^re neceflkry for the ftate. 

" Secondly, The king retains the power 
:of diflblying the States General, whenever 
he thinks proper. 

^* The king and pwfent affembly find 
themfelves in a pofition, of which there is 

no 
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no precedent in our hiftory ; for the in- 
ftruftions of all the bailHwicks arc printed, 
fo that the king may himfelf pick out the 
complaints and demands from the majo- 
rity of the inftrudlions, and, ^er ma- 
ture examination in his coimcil, decide 
upon them, without waiting till the great 
addrefs is prefented by the States Ge^ 
neral, who w:ould have had full time to 
draw it up, if they had not employed them- 
felves for a month in frivolous and ol>fli- 
nate debates upon mere matters of form, of 
which no one can fee the end, and which 
delay the advantages that the nation ex- 
perts to reap from the affembling of the 
States General. 

" The eagernefs for. realizing thefe ex- 
pected advantages is more than a fufficient 
motive to deterniine the king to carry to 
(he aflembly, as foon as poffible, firli. An 
edict or declaration, by which his majefty 
ihall pronbunce his op inion upon all the 
demands which are contained in the ma« 
jority bf the inftrudions, and grant fuch of 
them as are proper, 

" Secondly, 
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** Secondly, An exa£t ftatement of the 
national d(^bt, with a detailed account of 
the ufual c-xpencefe of the government ; not 
cojtnprifmg the houfehold of the king» 
queen, and princes, which his majeftf 
ought to announce he will provide for 
by the revenue rf the domains of the 
crown, in which are inchided the produce 
of the pofts, which are farmed. This 
meafure, which at any time would be ufe^ 
ful, will be particularly fo at the prefimt 
moment) as it will withdraw the king's ex* 
pences from the examination and cenfure 
of the States General^ and leave them no 
pretext for not votiiig, immediately, cour 
tributious proportionable to the exigencies 
of the ftate* 

** Thirdly, A plan of finance, containing 
feveral modes of taxation, with an eftimate 
of what each is likely to produce, to en- 
able the aflembly to appreciate and adopt 
thofe which they imagine will be leaft bur- 
denfome. 



iC 
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. ** Fourthly, An account of the pendens, 
falaries, and perquifites, marking the reduc*^ 
tion of which they are fufceptible. 

** After having read all thefe papers, the 
king may terminate the feflion by the fol- 
lowing fpeech : 

V " f That which I have now dooe for the 
xdief of my people, and for the improve- 
ment of the government of my kingdom, 
fulfils, as much as the circumilapces witi 
'admit of, the wiihes and demands which 
you are intruded to exprefs to me. There 
remains, then, nothing more for you to do 
than, to accomplifh the laflpart of your in- 
flrudions, by voting the taxes ; the necei^ 
fity of which will be proved to you by the 
papers which have now been read, 

*^ * This demand, which all your inftrufl:- 
ions authorize me to regard as already con- 
fented to by your conftituents, ought to be 
the immediate and only objeft of your next 
meeting, which ought to. be the laft. I 
hope you will fhew yourfelves the worthy 
reprefentatives of the French . nation, by 

imitating. 
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imitating, upon this pccafion, the example 
of promptitude, which all the affemblies of 
the States General, which have preceded 
you, have always Ihewn. And I charge 
the prefidents of the orders to announce to 
me, to-mo»ow, the refult of the delibera- 
tion which you are to enter kito ; and I 
'will inform you, the day after, of the defi- 
nitive meafure$ which the welfare of the 
ftate makes it my duty to adopt.' 

" The king, ' upon the following day, 
may diffolve the States General, whether 
they grant or refufe the taxes. In the firft 
cafe, it is done of courfe. In the fecond 
cafe, the king muft declare, that the fer- 
mentation and party fpirit, which havfe 
never ceafed to agitate the minds of the af^ 
fembly, from the moment of their meeting, 
had prevented thofe benefits being derived 
which he and the nation had a right to ex^ 
pe£t ; and that his majefly had refoived to 
diflblve this iffembly, and either to con-^ 
yoke another, or to confult the affemblies of 
the bailUrwicks upQn the mode of uxxibn f 
- ' - and 
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and that until their iacfinatioi^^ upon thb 
important fubjcft art known, th« cxifting 
taxos {hall continue/ - 

M, de Montmorin approved of thjia plan^ 
and told me that he would fpeak of it to 
Mr. Neckcri in the courfe of the day* To 
this I anfwered, that he might as well 
throw my memorial into the fire, as I wa* 
very certain that Mr. Nccker woujd nevef 
adopt it. I expreflcd a defirq, tJnertfore, 
that he would rather tranfmit it to the king, 
or caufe it to be read in council* 

** This could anfwer n© pqipofc,*^ faid 
he J " for as foon as Ifhould heg^ to r^d 
your memorial in the couficil, Mr. Neck^r 
would (lop me, and defire to havt it com- 
municated to himfelf before it was read{ 
on which the king would order it to be de- 
livered to him* Bat leave this to me^ and 
t will /peak to him in fuch a manner as 
will induce him to take your plan into 
confideration ; and J ihaU take the famt 
opportunity of prevailing uppn him finally 
%Q &x ycmt proviitondl Appoiittments/' 

I was 
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I -was conTinced that be wofuld xiekller 
(npceed in the one nor the other, and I 
continued to urge him to tranfoiit my me* 
raonal to the king ; but he perfifted in a£- 
ferting that tMg could hare no efFed, for the 
ceafons he had already given. 

I wag furprized, on receiving a letter, next 
day, from Mr. Necker, informing me, that 
tite king liad granted me an appointment of 
12,000 Kvres a year, to begin from the day 
I refigned, and to be continued until I was 
named to another frtuation. I at firft ima- 
gined that this fevour, fo fbon granted, and 
at the very moment in which tny memorial 
was tra^fmitted to Mr. Necker, was partly 
beftowed as a recompence ; and I concluded 
that the plan I had pnqjofed was adopted. 
I immediately went to M. de Montmoriii, 
to know whether it was fo. He told me 
that Mr. Necker had read my memorial 
with attention j that hfe was pleafed with it, 
and approved of the principal ideas ; but 
that he thought this was not the precife 
moment for putting it in execution.. 

Eight 
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Eight drfjrs elapfed, without the court's 
having taken any decided part. It was at 
this time that the third order, haidng af- 
fembled in the tennis-court,, declared them- 
felves to be \Sxt National AJfembly. 

Upon this occation, I wrote again to M. 
de Mdntmorin, fhewing of what import- 
ance it was to take advantage of this new 
attempt againft the conftitution, and to em- 
ploy it as a motive for diiToIving the States. 
*' Make yo\irfelf eafy," faid M. de Mont- 
morin to me; " Mn Necker does not fleep, 
as you will be convinced ; and in a few 
days you will be fatisfied. I cannot, tell 
you more/* 

This myftery referred to the famouar 
** feance" of the 23d of June, which was 
n^re fatal than ufeful in its confequences, 
by the infqlent and perfidious abfence of 
Mr, Necker. 
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GhAR VIL 

MR. NECKER*. 

-Agioteur adroit^ mintftre fans moyeh 
JDe rkn iljii de For^ et d^un empire rien* 

Ct* de V— — 5. 

Mi. NfidKER, from i common clerk 
to a banker at Geneva, at a falary of 
600 livres a-year, having become, in afliorC 
time, a man of largie fortune, a man of let- 
ters, and minifter of the finance, is certainly 
no incoiifiderable perfonage. Confidered 
in the twt) firft charadlei's, he taight only 
have interefted bankers and literary men ; 
but confidered as a Ilatbfman, he is con« 
nedled with events of too much importance 
for any of the particulars of his adminiftra^ 

* In order to give a juft idea o^ this man, as famous fof 
the evil he has done to JFrance, as remarkable on account of 
the kind of idoIatry^, of which he was the obJe£^ I have 
thought proper to bring together, in one chapter, the prio* 
cipal fads which relate to^ him, feparated horn the faiftofi*' 
cal details in which he has no concem* 

VOL. J. X| tion 



,46 . PRIVATE MEMOIRS^ 

.lion to be foreign to the hiftory of our 
difafters. 

Mr. Theluflbn, a banker at Paris, having 
irequefted his correfpondent at Geneva to 
find out for him an intelligent clerk, to keep 
his cafh-books, that correfpondent, who 
was the banker with whom young Necker 
was then ferving his apprenticeftiip, fent 
him to Paris, where Mr. Theluflbn appoint-* 
cd him his deputy cafhier, with a falary of 
1 200 livres a-year. He foon afterwards 
became principal ca(hier^ and gained the 
entire confidence of Mr. Thelnflbn, who^ 
in gratitude for fome advantageous cqpera- 
tions in exchange, which he had fuggefled^ 
confented to take him in as a partner in his 
^oufe. 

Mrr Neckcf, taVmg advantage of the 
cmbaTraflment of the royal treafury, at the 
beginning of the Abbe Terray's adminiftra?- 
tion^ made fueh good ufe of the capital of 
his |£atron, and of the company, that hisr 
fhare of thofe profits^ manlfcftly ufttriotts,^ 
wasimmenfe. 

-Such 
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iSuch was the origin of his fortune, which 
he augmented very much at the time of the 
theetitigs tif thofe who had claims on the 
bid Eaft India Company^ tipon whom he 
had the addrefs to impofe by manoeuvres 
itnore lucrative than honourable ; for which 
he has been firtce bitterly reproached by 
M. Panchot, who was perfediiy acquainted 
with that tranfaftion, and wht> was one of 
the ableft calculators in France. 

r 

Mr. Necker^s foblifh and etithufiaftic kd- 
tnirers hive never ccafed cxtoUihg his rare 
talents for finiirifce ; but how can We believe 
in them, when We confid'er the ehormouft 
blunderis he committed in his loans, the 
exorbitant intereft of atinuities upon many 
lives, theejtceffive quantities of*reimburfe- 
metitS Ml fixed periods and at too fhort in- 
tervals, ahdj above all, the falfe atid abfurd 
combinitioh of the laft Idari tif his firft ad- 
xhinijftratidn, t\^o thirds of which remain- 
ed, without value, amongft the refufc of 
the royal tireafury, till M. Calonne, more 
ftilful in the management of public credit, 
L 2 revived, 
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revived, and made an advantageous ufe 
of it. 

As for the pretended oeconomy of Mn 
Necker, M. Bourgade, in an excellent me^* 
morial fent to M. de Maurepas, has plainly 
demonftrated the empirical illufion of it, and 
made it appear, that the retrenchments, or^ 
dered by Mr. Necker with that revolting 
harfhnefs of which he made an oftentatiou^ 
difplay, only produced incdnfiderable fav- 
ings ; and, by deftroying public confidence, 
had done more harm than good. 

Mr. Necker owed his nomination to the 
place of direftor of the royal treafury to : 
Att intrigue which he fet on foot againft 
M. de Clugny, at that time comptroller- 
general. 

Mr. Necker had framed a memorial, to 
prove that the one pf efented to the king by 
that minifter, the import of which alarmed 
M; de Maurepas, was built on falfe found- 
ations andincorredl calculations. He there 
affinned, that with more ability it would 
be eafy to remedy every thing, and to make- 
t up 
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up the acknowledged deficit ; he pointed 
out the means, and referved the develope-i 
ment %£ them till he ihould be put into a 
fituation to do it with effefl:. M, de Pezay, 
who enjoyed great credit with M. de Mau- 
repas, and who (as it is faid] fold the influ-* 
ence which he had with that minifter at a 
very high price to the perfons who ap- 
plied to him, undertook to prefent this me- 
morial, and to fupport it with his whole 
credit* 

M. de Maurepas, who ftudied nothing 
but his own tranquillity, readily gave faith 
to the delufive promifes of a man, who af- 
fured him that affairs were in a very good 
condition. On the death of M. Clugny, 
therefore, M« de Maurepas did not hefitate 
to intruft to Mr. Necker the direftipn of 
the royal treafury, and to appoint Mt T^^ 
boureau comptroller-general 

Mr. Necker't vanity was foon aftensraFds 

wounded by the inferiority to which the 

place of direSeur da finances was reduced, 

by its being deprived of the honour of dir 

. reft communication yrith the king, As 

L 3 foon 
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foon as he thought that he had made fuffi^ 
cicnt progrcfs in the confidence of M. de 
JVIaurepas, and flattered himfelf with the 
hopes of his fupport, he found the means 
of exciting a financial controverfy betwixt 
M. Tabpureau ' and himfelf. The alterca- 
tion became fo violent, that a recoaciliatioi> 
betwixt them was no longer poflible. M. 
de Maurepas was very much embarrafled 
what conduft he fliould adopt ; but on let- 
ting it appear that he was inplined in favour 
of Mr. Necker, M. Taboureau, who had 
accepted of his oflSce with reluftance, did 
not hefitate to give in his refignation. The 
firft operation of Mr. Nccker, on his bcr 
coming diredor-general of the finance, by 
the refignation of M. Taboureau, was to 
fupprefs the places of intendants of the 
finance, filled by old and diftinguiflied 
members of the king's council, who, under 
the diredlion of the comptroller-general, 
fuperintcnded fome of the mpft important 
parts pf that departmj pt. The fuppreffion 
pf thofe places could not be attended with 
any faving, becaufe the appointments of 

thofe 
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thofe who held them confifted almoft entire^ 
ly in the iatereft of the price which they had 
paid for their offices, and which it wa8u<;« 
ceflary to reinxburfe on their difmiffion. It 
was prefumed, therefore, that Mr. Necker 
waa not fo mu<;h a&uated, on this occafion^ 
by the real intereil of the fiate, as by his 
own vanity, which be felt wounded, nolf 
only by the fuperiority of thofe perfojas of 
rank, but alfo by the fuperior talents of 
fome of them. 

The chief diredion of the finances did 
not long iatisfy his ambition. It was not 
fufficient for him to be predfely what his 
predeceflors had been ; for whether it was 
from whim or from vanity, one of the moft 
remarkable traits in his character was a con- 
tinual afFedation of being different, in the 
whole of his condu(^ and difcourfe, fron^ 
the reft of mankind. 

The admiration excited by his famous 
Compte Renduy in fpite of the errors and 
falfehoods it contained, had greatly increafed 
his ufual ftock of vanity. His pretending 
to provide fur the expenfes of a war, with- 
L4 out 
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out impofing new taxes, although the at-* 
tempt proved as ruinous to the country as 
it was abfurd in itfelf, fwelled His preAimp-- 
tion to fuch a degree, that he thought the 
place of direftor-general of the finances be- 
neath him, unlefs he was alfo admitted into 
the council of flate. He thought his talents 
fd indifpenfably neceffary, and his credit fo 
high, that the king would 4eviate from the 
eftablifhed rules fo far as to difpenfe, in his 
particular cafe, with the oath which all other 
minifters were obliged to take, before they 
could be admitted into the cabinet, and 
which he, as a proteflant, could not take. 

Having communicated thefe fentiments 
to M. de Maurepas, that minifter told him 
that it would be better to make his applica* 
tion upon that fubjeft to the king by a let- 
ter, which he would undertake to deliver to 
his fnajefty. This he did, in the intention, 
as has been generally imagined, to influence 
the mind of the king againft fp very extra* 
ordinary a requeft. 

. Mr. Necker was the more ardent in car- 
rying this point, becaufe he thought it ab- 

folutely 
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folutely neceffary to remove the prejudice 
and the ridicule which had been raifed 
againft him by a multitude of pamphlets, 
and prin^iipally, by the letter addrefled to 
d^AlIeiixbert, in the name of Carraccioli, 
which wa« in every body's hands. 

No anfwer having been fent to Mr. 
Necker's letter for two days, he was fo 
much irritated, that he carried his refigna- 
tion to the queen, informing her majefty, 
that if a place in the cabinet was refufed. 
him, it was not iii his power to do any fur<* 
ther good. The queen, to his great afto- 
nilhment, received his reAgnation without . 
any mark of concern, only afluring him 
that ihe would deliver it to the king, . Oa 
the following day, a new minifter of 
finance m^ appointed. 
. The pride, hypocrify, and violence of 
Mr. Necker, and his ridiculous rage againft 
all the pamphlets of which he was the ful> 
jea, were very plainly manifefted, in a 
truly curious convcrfation which he had 
with the Comte de Vaudreuil, at the com- 
niencement Qf {^is fjri^ ^dminiftration ; of 

which 
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which convexfation the following is the 
fubftance, as it was commimicated to me by 
the Comte dc Vaudreuilhimfelf. 

" Three months after the nomination of 
MnNccker to the place of dire<9:or-general 
of the finance, M. de Vaudreuil went tQ 
ipeak to him on an affair which regarded 
one of his relations. He was received with 
poHtenefs,! aad even with kindnefs. Aftes 
having fini&ed his bufinefs, as he was abo^ 
to retire, Mr. Necker expreffed a defire to 
converfe with him a few minutes. He be- 
gan with an eulogium on the king's vir- 
tues, and on bis application to bufinefs. 
This was followed by another on the; 
queen. "When thofe topics were exhaufted, 
he began to fpeak of himfelf, of his la- 
bours, his vigilance, of the conftant ob*^ 
ilacles which he met with in the painful 
career of his adminiftration. He com- 
plaiiied, with bitternefs, pf the attacks of 
envy, and of the libels which were fcattered 
abroad againft him. 

*'The Count replied, * that all perfons in 
eminent fituations, and of great reputation, 

were 
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were expofed to that misfortune ; but it 
wag to be hoped t^at he would annihilate 
envy by the goodnefs of his meafures.* 

*^ * I agree with you^' faid Mr. Necker ; 
^ biit a mind of fuch fenfibility as mine 
can with difficulty fupport fo much in* 
juftice ; for amongft many contemptible li- 
bels, there are fome which inflid cruel 
wounds, and which make a great impref- 
fion on the credulity of the public/ 

** M. de Vaudreuil imagining that he al-^ 
luded to a pamphlet juft publifhed by the 
Count de Lauraguais, anfwered, with a care* 
left air, * You have only to perufe the late 
publication of M- de Lauraguais, and you 
will immediately be convinced that there is 
nothing in it that need give you uneafinels. 
It is much too weak to hurt you/ 

** M. de Vaudreuil had no fooner made 
this obfervation, than he perceived anger 
and refentment flafh from the eyes of the 
philofopher. 

« *What!' cried he, * has that villain, 
writfen a pamphlet againft me? How 
dreadful it is to be rcftraincd by my ntiini- 

flerial 
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ftenal character '? What pleafure iheuld 
I feel in plunging a poniard into his 
heart I 

*' M. de Vaudreuilyfurprized and fhocked 
at fuch violence^ immediately arole, faying, 
as he withdrew, * Believe me, fir, I only 
mentioned, to you the name of M, de Laura* 
guais, bccaufe I thought you were fpeaHng 
to ine of his work. Affurcdiy it was not 
my intention to a6t the part of an informer 
ag^inft him/ 

" The next morning the Count d'Adhc- 
xnar, one of M. de Vaudreuil's friends^ 
called upon him, and read a letter which he 
had juft received from Madame Necker. 
The letter was full of inflated panegyrics on 
M* de Vaudreuil, expreffing how much 
pleafed Mr. Necker had been with his con- 
Yerfation, and how greatly flattered by the 
honour of his acquaintance, &c. It .conclud- 
^d> by defiring M. d*Adhemar to procure 
from his friend a copy of the work of M. de 
Jiauraguais. This the formei* peremptorily 
refufed, declaring, at the fame time, liow 
much he had been fhocked 'at the indecent 

viplence 
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videhGe of the man, and protefting that 
he would never again enter his houfe*^' 

Notwithftanding the unexpefked mortifU 
cation which Mr. Necker fuftained by his 
difmifikm, he comforted himfelf in the firm 
pcrfuafion that he fhould very foon be re- 
called. His friends and creatures, in the 
meanwhile, continued to affert everywhere 
that he was ' the only man who could re- 
eft;ablifli the afiairs of the nation. A work in 
four volumes, on the adminiftration of the 
finance, was the fruit of his retirement, and . 
what he conceived would be an infallible 
means of procuring his recall ; which, 
however, did not take place till feme years 
after ; when being recalled to the admini- 
ftration, he was then placed in the cabinet 
with more influence than ever. The regu- 
lation of the form for convoking the Stated 
General was then in agitation, and that 
operation could not but, be very embarralt 
ing to a minifter, fo fuperficially acquainted, 
as Mr. Necker was, with the hiftory and 
the public law of France. He employed 
feveral perfons to compile extracts from 

hiftory, 



158 PRIVATE MEMOIRS^ 

hiftorjr, relative to that'fubjefit, and to con* 
fult thofe men who were thought the moll 
enlightened in fuch matters* This rcfearch 
being completed, Mr. Necker, a^ is generally 
believed, was not a little difappointed by 
finding no precedent or authority fot giving 
the Tiers a double reprefentation in the ap- 
proaching aflembly of the States General } 
for which reafon he prevailed on the king 
to adopt the meafureof convening the not-* 
ables, to take their opinion^ 

Being too little acquainted with men of 
with things to forefee the rifk of the fmallfeft 
innovation on the. ancient forms of thego^ 
vemment, at a time when men's minds 
were extremely agitated j or being too pre- 
fumptuous to dread that rifk, Mr. Necker 
had the imj^rudence to fubmit to the dif^ 
cuffion of the notables the important qnef- 
tion relative to the double reprefentation of* 
the Tiers Etatj which had beefl agitated 
in fome pamphlets j aftd he had afterwards 
the rafli inconfiftency to influence his ma* 
jefty to decide in favour of the double re- 
prefentation^ in contradi^ion to the almoft 
6 unanim^uS^ 
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unanimous opinion of thoie very notables^ 
who had been csdled for the exprefs pur* 
pofe of giving their aflvice on that import- 
ant point. 

Experience has but too much proved tlic 
pernicious effect of this meafurc. Mr. 
Necker certainly was not aware of this; 
hut eagerly grafping at popularity, he 
^cvowed and boafted that he was the author 
of this innovation, refting entirely on the 
gratitude of the Tiers Etat^ and the pro- 
mifes made him by fome of their deputa- 
tions, to employ all their power to re-efta- 
blifii the king's authority, and to put it 
equally out of the reach of the attacks of the 
parliaments and of the nobility. 

From that moment Mr. Necker fhewed 
. liimfelf the zealous protedor of the com- 
mons and of their preteniions. He even 
puihed his infatuation fb far, as to fufpeod^ 
by order of council, the judicial proceedings 
comment:!ed in Britanny, on account of po- 
pular infurredions which had taken place 
there- 

The 
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The concurrence of fo many titles feeh^ 
ed to give him the afTurance of great credit 
in the affembly of the States Qeneral, about 
to open at that time ; andcertainly, with a 
fmall {hare of addrefs, and lefs prefumption^ 
he vrould have acquired it in a confiderable 
degree. The deputies of the commons of 
Britanny^ who had the greateft fhare of 
InKuence in their Order, were entirely difr 
pofed to be dkeded by him^ and addrefTed 
themfelves to me to make the propofal to 
him, a fortnight or three weeks after the 
opening of the affembly j but he formally 
refufed It, fdr fear of Jjeing accufed 6f hav- 
ing procured a double reprefentation to the 
TJers Etaty from the fole view of infuring 
their fubmiffion to himfelf. Beiqg con- 
vinced that the decifions of an affembly, 
where the commons had the majority, 
could not but be favourable to his am- 
bition, he thought it would be ufelefs and 
perhaps injurious to his popularity to be 
fufpedted of influencing the deliberations of 
that affembly* He often declared, that the 

duty 
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4ut7 of the king's m^|iifter, with refpbd 
to the States General, was confined to tlie 
affembling of them, and to the conduct* 
ing them to the door of the hall in which 
they were to meet ; but that when th&ai^ 
fembly was once opened, they ought no 
longer to be dire<!led by any thing but the 
light of theit own underftandings, and their 
inftru£tions/' 

At this period Mr. Nccker feemed to 
hold the deftiny of France in his own hands. 
Without having the title of prime minifier^ 
he enjoyed more influence and power than 
any prime minifter had ever poflefled. He 
alone didated all thedecifions of the coun- 
cil. His opinion was always adopted by 
the king. His colleagues, who had rather 
;the appearance of being his firft clerks, 
vrere very.ailiduous in paying court to him;, 
-and from morning to night his houfe was 
flillof iJeputies. 

The debates which . arofc amdngft -the 

Tiers Etat, at the opening of the States 

General, on account of the verificjttioii of 

: their powers, and refpe^iog^thtir yOti^ng by 

. VPL. I. M * ' orders, ^ 
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6rd^h) had engr<>l||d, for two months, thii 
hbours of the aflemMy ; their whole bufi^ 
fiLefs, during that time, being reduced to cer« 
tain attacki on the royal authority ; fome 
of mdre, fome of lefs importance : to put an 
end to which, Mr. Necker propofed the fa* 
ffldus deciatatioa of the 23d of June, by 
whi^li the king granted the principal de-^ 
mands made by the inftruCtions of the de- 
puties, axitioainced tbd moft favourable dif- 
pofitions with regard to thofe which re« 
quired more ample ^onfideration, eftablifh- 
ed periodical afiemblic^ .of the States Gene- 
ral, provincial aflemblits^. iScc* . 

The meafure ' wai of fo inuch import- 
ance that before. thBe* king adopted it, lie 
thought it right tcfubaiiat it to the diTcufn 
fion of an extrao^xiinaryi council, to which 
<tfae princes his ibrothcrs^ and the moft im- 
iighttttjed counlHlors )of ilatc, were ffani>- 
moned. The plan of the declaration, 
f Alm«d by Mr. Necker, was unaniihoufly 
adf^ed) the foUowisig corre^ions excepted: 
-J K*ftv The delibeyation of die 17th of 
^^ft^V^'iff tW- t^nnlMburt, by which i£i: 
^eis-lio M Tiers 
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Tiers Etat had declared itfelf a national 
aflcmbly, was not formally annulled in the 
plan formed by Mn Necken 

The opinion which prevailed at the 
council was formally to declare the nullity 
of that deliberation, and of all which fol- 
lowed it, and to re-eftablifh the title of 
States General. > 

Secondly, Mn Necker, in his plan, had 
taken no notice of the diftinftion of the three 
clafles ofDeputies Etat, but had merely au-* 
thorized the affembly to vote individually 
for that time only; that is .to fay, -during 
that feffion. 

The' opinion which prevailed in the 
council was to keep rip that diftinaion, 
and to authorize the affembly to vote in-% 
dividually only in the cafe where the ob-* 
jc€t of deliberation equally regarded the 
citizens of all clafles. 

* Thirdly, The plan of Mr. Necker con- 
tained an article, which declared that the 
citizens of every clafe fliould be admitted 
equally into all offices, without any other 
diftin^lon than that of abilities and virtue 
•-: Ma The 
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The opinion which prevailed at th« 
council was to fupprefs that article, upon 
the ground, that before the ordinance, pub- 
lifhed in the adminiftration of the Marechal 
de Segur, the citizens of all claflesT were ad- 
mitted into military employments, as they 
have always b^en into the magiftracy and 
eccledaflical profeflions; that it wfis fuf- 
ficient, therefore, to revoke that ordinance 
by a new one, proceeding from the king, 
which i^evocatlon would have the whole 
cffe<3: of the article propofed by Mr. Necker, 
and did not require the folemnity of a law 
publifhed in the States General. 

Laftly, By an article of Mr. Necker's 
plan, the alTembly was empowered to regu« 
late the organization of all future alTemblies 
pf the States General. 

The opinion which prevailed in council 
was to fupprefs that article, becaufe the 
right of regulating the form and confti- 
tution of the States General belongs ef- 
fentially, and had always belonged, to the 
king alone. And if this artide was agreed 
to, the affcmbly would unqueftionably de- 
: , cide, 
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cide^ that all future aflemblies fhould be 
compofed precifely like the prefent j name- 
ly, that two thirds of the affembly fhould 
be taken from the Order of the Tiers : for 
befides the fix hundred deputies, there 
were, among the three hundred of which 
the clergy cotififted, at leaft two hundred 
cures J who, by birth, belonged to the Tiers 
£tat ; of courfe the king's ancient and un« 
queftionable prerogative, in this particular, 
would be entirely annihilated, and the 
whole power of the States General would 
be transf(?rred to the Tiers Etat *• 

The king approved of thefe corredions, 
and announced that he would go the next 
day to the affembly, with all his minifters, 
to publifh that declaration. The mortifi- 
cation which Mr. Necker's vanity made 
him feel, becaufe his opinion had not been 
entirely adopted by the council, infpired 
him with the infolent and fatal refoiutioa 
not to accompany the king to the affembly, 
upon that occafion. This circumftance 
was foon fpread abroad, and all the mem^ 

* ^iJ!f Appendix, No. I. 
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b*rl ef the afltmbly, as wcil a» the public^ 
concluded that the projdfled meafurc was 
contrary to the opinion q£ .Mr. Ncckch 
That conje<3;ure, at a tooincnt when the 
public confideiice, and the whole populaiity 
of the adminiftration, wdJe folcly. con* 
fcentredin him, wks fuffici^ht to occafion the 
rejection of the mbft advintageous propo* 
fals, without dircufli()n. Such, in ^ort, 
waa the declaration of the c 3d ofjjune^ 
which, two . mcHlths befbjp$^ woufld' have 
been received with tranfport, as the moft 
lignal benefit that could he conferred by 
the king, and in perfeft ;c<Miformity with 
the wiflies of the nation. 

The arrogance which the aflbmbly dif- 
played, in rejetlting this declaration, but 
too clearly proved that the royal autho- 
rity was nearly annihilated. It was far 
otherwife with refped to Mr. Necker's 
credit. It had never been fo great. The 
affembly and the people approved, in the 
higheft degree, his having dared to give the 
lirft example of oppofition to the royal 
will. On their return from that fitting, 

the 
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the dq^uties went in crouds to his liotel { 
but he affeifled a fiiglitindifpofition, as; ail 
excufefor not recdviug the whole^ and 
admitted only a very fmall nuniber of ttieia; 
It was feared that his diimiiCon would; he 
the confequence of the pretended patriot^ 
ifita. which he had the courage to difpiayoa 
this occation. No more was wanting t^ 
fpreadthe alarm in Verfailles. In the ev«l«- 
ing he waited on the king. As foon as it was 
known, an immenfe mob rufhed into tbt 
court of the palace, and foon after, nothing 
was heard but ftiouts of Vive M. Necker ! No 
refignation ! and not one Fiw le Rot ! No 
one doubted, that in coming from the 
king, Mr. Necker would have had the 
prvident modefty to withdraw himfelf from 
the unbridled tranfports of the populace, 
by returning by the ioner .paflage which 
led from the palace to the comptrolleri^ge*- 
neral's hotel. But he was much . too fond 
of popular applaufe t© wiih to lofe any of 
It, especially at a moment .wlieOi he coa- 
fidered it as an infallible preferv^tive againfl: 
the effects of the royal difpleafure. He 
M 4 therefore 
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therefore came out of the palace through 
the public court. Inftantly the multitude 
ruihed to the place where he was to pafs^ 
with redoubled fhouts, aud made him pro- 
ixiife not to give in his refignation ; which 
having done, thofe who were neareft railed 
him in their arms to fliew him to the people, 
and ift that manner he was carried in trit 
ui&{:^ to hii hotd. 

From tha,t moment difturhances, and the 
fpirit of infurredion, made a progrefs fo 
Tftpid and fo alarming, that the king re^ 
folved to difmifs a fct of minifters, who 
had but too well proved their incapacity to 
prevent the impending evils, or to remedy 
them when they arrived. Mr. Necker was 
the firft difmiffed/ He departed fecretly, 
on the nth of July, from Verfailles, ac- 
cording to the king's orders, and fet off for 
Switzerland. As foon as the news of his 
ikpartute arrived at Paris, it excited the 
moil' vioknt commotions, tlis buft, and 
thsit of ifee Duke of Orleans, were paraded 
through the ftreets, inthemidft of the inpft 

fcditious clamours againft the king, and 
.': . . againft 
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agadnft the new mimfters. The aflemblyry 
either from weaknefs, or firoin a dejTire to^ 
|ireferve, to the revbltttion, fudh a m^nifter 
as Mr. Necker, inftead of liipporting tho 
governmeat with alt it8 authority, to fecure 
the re-eftablifhment of order, meanly foi-f 
lowed the impulfe of the populace, and 
obliged the king to recall the difgraced miU 
nifters, or, to fpeak more correftly, to re< 
call Mr. Necker ; for according to. the pre^ 
vailing opinion, the only circumftanas 
which created any degree of intereft In the 
fate of the other minifters was their having 
hsid the honour to (hare his difgrace. 

If, at a time when the public opinion 
was fo enthufiaftically ia hh favour, Mr* 
Necker had refufed to return, and. bad con- 
tinned, for the reft of his life, at his retreat 
in Switzerland, he might perhaps have been 
i:onfi4ered, by pofterity,. among the greatell 
minifters that ever France produced. As 
for my own part, I Ihould have been well 
pleafed that mankind had continued in this 
miftake, becaufe the circumflance which 
liad removed it has coft fo very dear to my 

country; 
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couwry; for, uohappily for France anj 
for the glory of Mr* Necker, he i:httfe 
tp retium to theadmiwiftration, avdi^n^ 
tirely removed the ^lufion . iiM^ "^hieh 
the nation laboured refpe^lu^ hU. abi* 
lities. vi . / 

It is difficult to calculate what would 
have been the e&Os of fo wife a determi** 
natiom It is not impoffible that there 
ms^t have refulted from it vdry ferious at* 
tempts even upon the perfon of the idng.; 
md if that confideration determined^Mn 
Necker to return into adminiflration, it is 
certdniy impoffible not to give him credit 
for fo generous a motive. But to have 
rendered his zeal ufeful to the king and to 
the date, at that period, he had but one 
line of conduA to adopts which was, to 
have immediately prefented himfelf to the 
aflembly, and after having thanked them 
for the concern with which they had ho- 
noured him, to have candidly Announced to 
them that he was the author <if the declarar 
tion of the a^d of June, as it had been read 
in the affembly, except fome expreffions 

which 
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vrhicb had been altered, which by tto means 
altered the fenfe. of it j that he folemnly 
perfifted in the opinion, that the form of 
government eftabnlhed by that law, ac- 
cording to the wifties expreffed in the ma- 
jority of the inftruftions, was the only one 
proper for France ; therefore his confcience, 
hh honour, and his zeal made it his duty 
not to return into adminiftration till the af-- 
fembly had deckred their adherence to the 
declaration of the 23d of June. ' The ge- 
neral confidence and vaft. credit which Mr. 
Neeker enjoyed at that moment enabled 
hinx to give the people whatevelr impreflSoft 
he pleafed, and to have made it impoffible 
for the affembly to have rejed:ed hh pro-* 
pofitions. It was in his power, at this pe- 
riod, to have had many abufes correded, 
the monarchy wifely limited and preferved j 
and by fo important a feryice, he would 
have fecured to himfelf as long a minifterial 
career as his ambition could have . defired* 
But the tranfports of joy which burft from 
the people, at his return, made him entirely 
lofc hii fenfes. His/peech, or rather the 
6 few 
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few words which he was able to articulate^ 
though flat and infignificant, were very 
much applauded at the time. But not fa- 
tisfied with the incenfe \c had received at 
VerfaiUes, he fet out to enjoy it in greater 
abixndance at Paris. His arrival was an-^ 
Bounced to the municipality, and *11 th« 
people haftened thither, to enjoy the hap^ 
pinefs of feeing him again. He firil re-< 
paired to the council of the cammuncj which 
was aflembled in order to receive him, and 
there pronounced a pathetic fpeech, ia 
which he requefted, as the greateft proof 
which the citizens of Paris could give hira 
of their attachment, that his return might 
be the epocha of the re-eftablifhment of or* 
der and of peace, the -forgetting of all re* 
fentments, of a general amnefty in favour 
of thofe who had been profecuted or arreft- 
ed on account of the late difturbances, and 
efpecially of M. de Buzenval, his country- 
man and friend. AH thefe demands were 
voted, and agreed to unanimoufly by the 
council, and by the immenfe croud which 
filled the tribunes and the galleries. He 

could^ 
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could, without the fmalleft difficulty, have 
obtained aiiy thing he had thought proper 
to have alked. He afterwards w6nt to one 
of the halls in the Hotel de VHle ; and, for 
thepurpofe of fhewing himfelf tothe pec^Ie 
in the moft interefting point of view, he 
appeared in one 'of the balconies which 
looked into the Place de Grave^ between 
his wife and daughter, who, to render the 
exhibition quite fentittiental and affeiling, 
and alfo to draw part of the applaufe to 
themfelves, kifTed his hands, and embraced 
him repeatedly. 

He returned to Verfailles, charmed with 
his fuccefs, and more than ever convinced 
of his own vaft power and influence over 
the minds of the people. But that illufion 
did not long continue. Scarce had he ar- 
rived at the barrier of Paris, when the 
iedions being aflembled, and having heard 
what had pafled at the Hotel de Ville\ con- 
fidered the declaration which had taken 
place, on the propofal of Mr. Necker, as a 
imanifeft attack on the rights of the king and 

of 
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of the national aflembly, who alone were 
competent to grant an amnefty ; confe- 
quently that deliberation was declared null 
by the fedlions ; and four hours after the 
departure of the courier, difpatched to fet 
M. de Btizenval at liberty, other couriers 
were fent, to order him to be again arrefted. 
Thia fatal reverfe, which Mr. Necker could 
only impute to the abfurdity of his own 
conduft, was like a clap of thunder to him. 
His haughtinefs and his hopes abandoned 
him. His importance and his popularity 
declined daily with the greateft rapidity.' 
Thus the day which he confidered as the 
moft glorious of his life, was, in fad:, the 
laft day of his glory. Far from preferving 
any credit with the aflembly, he faw 
it dimlniftiing daily. Thofe who had 
before been his fecret enemies, now de- 
clared themfelves openly, attacking him 
with bittcmefe, and overwhelming him 
with odium. They at length reduced him 
to the humiliating neceflity of efcaping, in 
libe night-time, from the danger erf a popu- 
lar 
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lar iiifurredioii, which they excited (oldyi 
for the purpofe of alarming and . driTing 
him out of France* 

Thus miferably ended the minifterial ca- 
reer of that extraordinary man^ whofe 
faults have coft; France fo dean , I fay his 
faults, and not his crimes ; for though I 
eannot reproach myfclf with, having felt^ 
for a momucnt, the fmalleft prejudice ir\ fa- 
vour of Mr. Nccker, I knew him w^l 
enough to be firmly perfuaded that % 
never intended the iil.he has done, or that 
ht had die te^ft notion that his meafures 
would produce it. I only blame his^a^ 
nity and his extravagant prefumption. He 
fo completely, in his confcience^ believed 
himfelf to be the ableft minifter that ever 
cxifted, that he would have been mortified 
to have only been compared with Sully an4 
Colbert. He did not hefitate to beliey?, 
that he con^bined, in a fuperior degree^ all 
the great qualities of the greateft minifter^, 
without any^of their faults. ladepeadeot 
^ his fupericarity over them in what T15- 
gwded his adminiftriftioni he thoiight^^t 

the 
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die conEdence which the public had in hitf 
vittbea and talents would enable him td 
embark in greater undertakings than any 6f 
Ms predeceffors* 

When recalled to adminiftration^ that 
lame prefumption, that fame confidence iii 
his own fuperior genius^ which had always 
4ifiingui(hed him, made him believe that 
he alone was capable of efie£ting the re* 
ftoi'ation of France, by giving it a new 
conftitution. He was thoroughly per* 
fuaded, that the bell conftitution for France 
would be that which fliould fecure to a mi- 
nifter, like himfelf, the greateft fliare of in- 
fiuence in the government, and the firmeft 
ftability in his fituation. He thought that 
the fureft means of attaining that end, was 
to conciliate the favour and attachment of 
the majority of the States General. If 
they had been conftituted according to the 
ancient forms, the majority would have 
refted in the united orders of the clergy and 
the nobility. Mr. Necker having no means 
of attaching to himfelf the members of 
|hefe two orders, who, as they were not 

connected 
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b3nnefted with hini, arid tooked for tio' 
fervices at his Hands, owed him no gratitude. 
Ifhe meafiire h6 chofe fo adt>pt, therefore, 
was, that of loudly proclaiming hiittfelf 
the proteSor of the Tiers Eta!t. He was 
itefolved to rilk 6Very thing, in order to* 
^ive them the prepondersince, ricft doubt-^ 
itag hilt 'that as that Order would oWe to 
him all Its pow6i:, it would ufe it in the 
manner ndoft conformable to th6 tifews of 
fo popular a miftiftet. 

Such feems to me the nioft rational judg- 
ment which thofe ^h6 knew Mr, Niicker 
tovXA forih of his condu6t. Tb hiiin, certain- 
ly^ the diraftetSt>flhS revolution are chiefly 
imputiible ; but they muft be fet doWh to the 
stccount of his Vahity and want of ability, not 
tt) that of his wickednefs. I am as far from 
believing, with the adiliiters of Mr. Necker, 
that he Was the ableft of minifters and the 
hioft virtuous of men, as from admitting^ 
with his detractors, that he wiflied todeftroy 
the monarchy, the nobility,* and the dcrgy, 
becaufe he was^ hiirtfelf a republican^of low 
extradion, and* a proteftant. Pofterity, 

VOL. I. N whioJi 
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yrbich will aippreciate him without preju?» 
dice, will fee- in hiiu a man, felfifb, am- 
bitious, and v^n } fboliihly intpxic2U;e4 
with the merit which he belicyed himfelf 
to .pof&fS) and. jealous of that i>f others i 
4erirou& of €pcQ^ of honour and of power } 
virtuous in words and through olteut^tion 
ipore than in reality* In a woi^d, he was a 
prefiijmptuQus empiric in politics? and mo- 
tals; but he was con^ientioufly fo, for he 
was always the firil dupe of hi^ owrn ^m* 
piricifm. 

He was attached to France, if not by 
afiediop, at leaA from always having coi;i^ 
£cki:e4 it as the theatre <^ gloxy tp^ which 
he thought himfelf fummoned.; 

Fifty years fooner, when France was in 
trdnquilHty, his adimniffaration wou]|4 have, 
jproved no more hurtful to that najtioUf^ 
iban the magnetifm, of Mefher tf^ v^tL of 
firspmefs. and found uadeiiftandija^ 
>, As a minifter,, he h^^no.oth^r lafient ihm, 
that of haymg acquired a; perfect know* 
led^e of what is called the mecbqni/m q^ 
finances ; but, he was perfeAly igAorapt of, 
6 • the 
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the laws of the kingdom, and of the prin- 
ciples of adminiftration. As a literaiy 
man, although his works are laborioufly 
conxpofed, and written with afiedted em- 
phafis, yet the ufeful truths which fome of 
them contain will fecure him a place among 
the diftinguifhed writers of the age. 
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CHAR VIIL 

Tthe danger of permitting the national ajem^^ . 
bly to ijfue decrees. — Motives and means 
'of maintaining the praSiice of voting by 
Order.'-^Tbe difmijfion and recall of Mr. 

Necker. Endeavours of the deputies 

from Britanny to get me appointed Garde 
de Sceaux. — Oppofition on my part,--*- 
Memorial^ on the reformation of which 
the magijlracy nxias fufceptible. — New or*- 
ganization of the admini/lrative bodies. 
— Advantages which might have been 
drawn from it. — Character of M. de 
Montmorin. — Retreat of M. de Fleurieu^ 
in confequence of the perfidious conduB if 
me of bis clerks. — T^he kingy through M. 
de Montmorin^ offers me the place ofmini-^ 
fer of the marine. — Reafons of my refufing^ 
7he appointment of M, Thevenard to that 
office. 

THE firft delibeiatlon, which the aflem^ 
bly thought proper to denominate 
Decree, was, by this title alone, not only a 

violation 
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violation of the ancient conftitution, which 
never, , in any cafe, authorifed the States 
General to iffue decrees, but it was alfo 
the moft ferious poffible attempt againft 
royal- authority, which, from that moment, 
ceafed to exift. This point was thoroughly 
canvaflfed in the memorial above^mention-^ 
cd, which M. de Montmorin gave to Mn 
Necker, in which I infifted, that there 
was no law of the kingdom, authorifmg the 
States General to iffue decrees j and that, 
in fa£t, no affembly of the States had ever 
aflumed that prerogative ; that if this form 
fhould be introduced through a new confli-* 
tution, approved of by the king and the 
nation, good and well : but no fuch thing 
exiiled at prefent, and the condudi of the 
States General ihould be regulated accord^ 
ing to the exifting ^ws ; therefore aU the 
jifts hithcurto m^d^ by the States, and en- 
titled decrees, ought to be annulled. For 
if the affembly could of themfekes pro- 
nounce decrees, independent of any inter^ 
pofition of the king, what fecurity had the 
nation that they would not iffue a decree 
« 3 for 
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ibr taking poffi^fiion of the finance? 19 
which caie the kipg would become a mere 
pypher, and the monardby woi^ be anni^ 
hilatedV' 

The bed method of avoiding this danger 
vrj^ to inM upon the States toting by their 
different Oder s; and the pr^ent iiheigency 
prefented the king with a juft knd indif^ 
putible motive pf terminating the difpnte$ 
which hiftd ari&n upon this bccafipn, and of 
^ciding the qu^ftion agaifift individual 
votes 

The nobility , and the higho: order g£ the 
clergy of Britanny, had refufed to name 
their deputies to the States General, upon 
the pretence that the form of their con*- 
vocation was contrary to the cuftbms and 
privHeges of the province. The ten de- 
puties, that the higher clergy had named, 
were replaced by ten curates, who belonged 
to the Order du Tiers^^ at leaft by birth ; but 

* In ficl, the national affcmbly afterwards percerad the 
force cf this ; for by the conftitution which they eftablifhed, 
no a6i of the afiembly cpuld have the forCc of a- kw or de- 
cree} until it received the king's approbation. 

the 
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the twenty-one deputies, which the ncv 
blefle of Britanny ooght to have fent, were 
not replaced by the gentlemen of the othei^ 
provinces ; therefore the Order of the noi 
bility had, in the States General, twenty* 
onfe membelrs lefs, and the Order of the 
Tiers had about ten members more, than 
they ought. It neceflarily refulted, that iil 
every qucfftion decided by individual votea, 
the Order of the clergy and the nobility 
would conftantly find themfelves in a mi*^ 
iiority of' twenty-one at leaft j and that 
confequently all the power of this affembly, 
compofed of three Orders, would refide 
in one exclufively. This fimple calcula- 
tion, inferted in the^ preamble of a law in 
which the king would haveprefcribed to the 
aflembly to vote by Orders, would have been 
fufficient to have fhewn the wifdom and jut- 
tice.of the meafure, and have gained the 
king all the fuffrages. But Mr. Necker 
was not yet convinced, that voting indivi- 
dually was more dangerous than ufeful. 
And with regard to the title which the aC- 
femMy gave to its ads, he placed* no hni 
N 4 portan^e 
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pbrtance upon it. ^* It is only/' faid hoi 
. to M. de Montmorin, " a. mere ^liipute 
UppH words } and it is not with words ' 
that w6 m^ft occupy ourfelves. Th? 
parliaments give decifions {arreis)^^ the aC: 
fembly iffues decrees, but the king always 
preferves the right of annulling the de- 
cifions and decrees ^hich are contrary to 
^he laws." 

All this fine reafoning Was completely 

falfe, and only proved the want of forcr 

fight in the m^n ; for it is but too certain, 

that words have l)een one great inftrument 

of the revolution. It was by words, which 

the pieople did not comprehend, that their 

charadcr, morals, and cufloms were changr 

cd, and that they were at length brought 

to conficjer the greateft crimes as ads of 

patriotifin and virtue. On the other hand, 

could Mn Neckcr, with fincerity, compare 

the decifions of courts of juftice to the ads 

of fovereign legiflation^ proceeding from a 

national aflembly, whofe ambitious pre-r 

fumpiion fo evidently tended to deprive 

the king of all authority? The dccifion 

made 
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inade In the tcnnis-cpurt, by which the Or-» 
<Jer du Tiers had CQuftUuted itfelf, by its 
t)wn authority, " AJfemblet Natlonak^^ was 
broken by an article \xi the king'g deelara^ 
tion of the 23d of Ji^ne, But this article 
had the fate of the whole declaration, 
which proved abortiy^, as the affembly re* 
fufed to obey it, the miniftry, under the 
influence of Mr. Necker, being afraid to en«^ 
force its execution. The king becoming, a£ 
length, feqfible of this, came to the refo^ 
lution of difkniiling Mr. Necker, and alfo 
thpfe minifter§ who were either deceived 
or mifled by him. 3ut the infurredtion at 
P^is, which happened three days after, 
obliged the new miniftefs to give in their 
refignatipn, and quit the kingdom ; the fole 
means of efcaping the fury of thepeople, 
who demanded, with loud cries, the recall 
of Mn ^|ecker, and thofe of his colleagues 
who partook in his difgrace ; to^ all which 
requifitipns, it is univerfally known, the 
Iping was forced to confent. . 

As foon as the day of Mr.Necker^s ar- 
rival ^t Verfailles was known, the deputa- 
tion 
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tsott from the commoas of Brkanny waited 
dn him, and delivered him a memorial, thet 
objed of which was to demand the place of 
Garde des Sceat/k lor me* I was no fooner 
litfcrmed of this flep, than I wrote to Mr. 
Necker, to aflure^ him I had no part in it, 
and rcqnefting him not to think of me for 
any place whatever, becanfe I knew of 
none in which I could be of anyt^e in the 
prefent circumftances. He did not anfwer 
6iis letter; and the archbifhop of Bom> 
deaux was named Garde des Sceaux. 

It was but too eafy to forefec, that every 
place to wtich I might be fuppofcd, from 
my former fituations, to have pretenficns, 
would foon become dangerous, and almoft 
impoffibre for a man of honour and inte-» 
grity to fulfil with utility. I therefore 
gave myfelF up entirely to the duties of my 
office of makre des requites:^ to the privy 
council, &c» 

At the period when the aflembly pre-s 
pared to regulate . the courts of juftice, I 
publifhed a memorial, indicating fomc re- 
forms of which thoie courts were fufcept- 

ible* 
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iWc. The conftarit and laborious ftudy 
which I had beftowed on this fubjeft, en-» 
^bled me topropofe a plan, in which all 
that feemed good in the ancient inftitutions 
fhould be united with whatever was wife 
^nd ufeful in the various fyfteras now pro- 
pofed* Severs! members of the council and 
the parliament, and many of the deputies, 
greatly approved of my memorial ; and I 
have reafon to believe that it would liave 
proved of fome utility, if the party which 
governed the affembly had not been itfelf 
governed by a rage as extravagant as it 
proved fatal. Thus the parliaments, be- 
trayed or ill fupported by fome of their 
own members, who happened to be de- 
puties to the States General, and vilified 
by the numerous band of advocates and pro* 
cureurs, which formed the majority of the 
Tiers, became among the firft vifkims of 
the defolating genius of that affembly, 
whofe convocation they themfelves had 
promoted. 

The organization of the department of 
the municipalities, and particularly of the 

diftridls 



; i88 . PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 

diftridls of Paris, introduced a new power,, 
vpon the fcene of the revolution, which the 
fadious took advantage of, to ret^ter its 
courfe more rapid ; but which might have 
been made fubfervient to ftop it entirely, 
cr, at leaft, to dire£t it better. This might 
hav^ been accomplifhed, if the nobility, in- 
ftead of rendering themfelves of no confc- 
quQUce, by ading frngly^^and hy manifefting 
the greateft,^ and, unfortunatqly, the moft 
fruitlefs antipathy agaiijft the pretended con- 
ftitijitioaal decrees, had feemed to yield to 
circumftances, and I\ad referved their final 
opinion of the merit of the new laws to 
future experience. They would foon have 
had the majority in the affemblies of the 
diftrids, provided they had attended them 
affiduoufly, and fhewn this fpirit of mode-» 
ration and prudence. It would haye been aix 
cafy matter for them to have-t^kena dedfive 
lead in the deliberations at i^rfl:^ becaufe, in 
the beginning, the bourgeolfte^ and the in-., 
ferior, clafs, fumifhed but very indifferent 
orators, and ftill fewer tolerable waiters ; 
and Aich a number of both would not have 

been 
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been formed among the Tiers, if thofe who 
Were diftinguifhed by the appellation of 
ariftocrates had not abftained from att^nd-^ 
Ing the aflemblles, 

I had an opportunity of convincing my-* 
felf of this truth, in the affemblies of thd 
diftrid: ^ dis minimes^^ where, however, I 
only went, for the firft time, fix mbnths 
after its opening. M, de Corberon, coun-' 
fellor of the parliament of Paris, that day 
filled the prefident's chair. He rieveif 
opened his mouth without deceiving ap^ 
plauiej and every motion was pafled orte^ 
jedted, according as he thought proper to 
fupport or oppofe it. The other orators^ 
moft in credit, were counfellors belongihg 
to the cbatelety advocates, procureufs, no* 
taries, &c. all men tolerably well educated^ 
and of good fenfe. The inferior and un- 
educated people, at this time, did not even 
prefume to fpeak. 

The day after I had beeil enrolled in thd 
Kft of ^ailive citizens, I was voted, by art 
Almoft UAanimotis voice, commiflary of the 
diftridt, although I was only known by art 

opinion 
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opinion I had pronouncfed in the aflembly of 
that diftria on the preceding day, and which 
had been adopted* I found the committee 
compofed of the wifeft perfons of the aflem-* 
biy* No ariftocrates, indeed, but many a& 
much royalifts as myfelf ; all, excepting one 
Dutrouillet, a mad republican, and fince 
member of the convention. His extravagant 
declamations againft the executive powet 
were overlooked, on account of his anient 
zeal for the poor, and for the general intereft 
of the people^ of whom he always fpofce in 
that bombadic language which is fo often 
raiftaken, by the multitude, for eloquence^^ 
There were fome other feditious fpirits ia 
the feftion, who, from time to time, at-*- 
tempted revolutionary motions, in th« 
meetings of the diftrid ; but the leaft ob- 
jedion was fufEcient to make them be re*. 
jed;ed, and often turned into ridicule* 

The good difpofition of out aflSbmblies 
was daily fortified and improved by ad- 
vantageous acquifitions. The firft pre- 
ladent de la Cour des Aidei^ and the 
prefident de la Cour dt Monnoyes^ who 

came 
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<ame after me, attended with unremitting 
affiduity; and for fome time the fei^ion 
des Mittime^ was diilinguiihed from all the 
others by the wifdom of- its decifions, the 
energy of its petitions to the national alf- 
fembly,^ and by its prufl^nt addrefies to the 
other fi;£tio^s• 

All the new' theories- of adminiilratioi% 
weredifcufied, in thefe affi^mblieSy withal, 
much fojxe as dearn^s^ though always vok 
that^p^triotiLc ftyle whi<;h it. was thenabfo- 
lutely neceiTary to afiume^ in order to be 
liftened to } and by repeating, as ^often asr 
poffible, the words ** Ubtrty^ equality fights 

If, in the othier parts of the kingdom, or 
even in the other fediona of Paris^ all rea*« 
ibnable people had followed our example^ 
k is mox:6 than probable that they would, 
fike us, hate fucceeded in preventing or 
unmaiking the ctiminal manoeuvnes of the 
fadious, and gradually acquired fuch a die^^ 
l^e of cre^t^ iti the majority of the dif-* 
tri^b^as wouU have influenced the national 

affembly. 
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affembly, and produced the happieft e& 
fedts iri the ceurfe of the revolutioh. 

As the diftridl of tlie Minimes gave the 
grcatcft umbrage to the Jacobins, they de-^ 
termined to ufe every means to diftufb its 
fiieetlrigfe, and to terrify tefpedlable citizena 
from attending it ; for which purpofe nu-* 
merbua detachment's of their boifterous ad-- 
kerents derided^ ihfulted^ and threatened all 
whofe opinions were didated by good 
^fe and moderation* The diftriA fup^ 
ported thefc infttlts for fome time, but 
the mqft moderate withdrew themfelvesj 
when tljey found that their pci*fever-i 
ance anfwered no end. This manoeuvre 
of the Jacobins, which was irreliftible 
againll a fmgle diitrid, would not have: 
(ncceeded, if they had been obliged to em- 
j^i^ it againft all the diftrids of Pan^ ; a^ 
they would have reciprocally have affifted 
each other, and baffled the defigns of thac 
fedtion* 

It may not be improper here to reldte ad 
anecdote, which may ferve to give an idea 
of the freedom of opinions in this diftrid. 

When 
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When they proceeded to the elediori of th^ 
mayor of Paris, M. de Corberon faid, loud 
<fenough to be heard by about fifty peojple^ 
who were on the fame fide of the hallj 
** As I firmly believe that the nlayor^ 
ty^honi 'we arfe gblng to chbofe, %ill bd 
hahged at laft, I Ihall give iliy vote toT the 
iftaA vrho I think beft deferves a gibbet, and 
that is the Duke of Orleans." This fpeech^ 
which foon fpread o^tt the aflembly, lb 
far from excitihg difpleafure^ wa» rather 
applauded than blamed* 

I may mention, a& another ihftance to thd 
fame purpofe, that I had^ for mor6 thait 
'ftitie rfionths, attended the afletoblies 6f the 
diftrid, and the meetings of the coihtliitteiCS, 
without a national cockade, and no notice 
was taken of it but by my friiehds, who 
were apprehehfive thdt this Impfiidetitd 
Would expofe me td Ihfults ; but I had fuch 
a horror for that badge of crime and revalt^ 
that to avoid Wearing it, I had never, fince 
the kittg-s arrival,' g6n« to the caftle oi 
the Thuilleries, or to any public place^ 
where I could not be admitted without a. 
^^VOi*. I. O cockade. 
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cockade. I wore it, for the firft time, oa 
the day iri whidh the kidg fent for mc, to 
propofe to me the place &£ miriifter o£ 
themarisie. 

My forced retreat from the diftri£t of the 
Minimcf obliged me to return back to that 
ftatc of inadivity^ to which my reiignation 
of the intendance of Britanny had reduced 
me, .and I became one of that too numerous ^ 
clafs which remained paflive fpei3:ators of 
this revolution, of which murder and pil- 
lage were at once the objeft and the means j 
a revolution, of which the whole kingdom 
was to be thjs prey ; that has neither /pared 
its authors nor their accomplices ; for al-- 
ready many of them have been facrificed, 
and, being joined to more illuflrious names^ 
enlarge the immenfie lift of its vidims* 
From thi» time I confined myfelf to my 
own family, and to the fociety of a few 
friends, only occupyiitg myfelf in arrange 
ingrmy .moderate fortune in f>ich a ipanner 
as would efiable.me to leave the.Jkingdoia, 
when I could no longer remain in it "with 
fafety, I contiaued^ fepwcver, to dine 
_. . . 6 , once 



f 
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bnce a week with the Count of Montmorip^ 
with whom l had been intimately conned:-^ 
ed eTer finCe our refidence in Britannyi 
where he was commander in chief when I 
was named Intendant of the province* He 
had remained in BritaAny till the death of 
M. de Vergenties minifter of foreign a£^ 
fairs, whofe department was given to him* 
Of all the men who a^^d an. important 
part in the revolution, M. de Montmoria 
is perhaps the perfon who is leaft known, 
and who hds been judged with the greateft 
feverityi. The general opinion, with fe* 
iped to him^ is fuch^ that one cannot, with« 
Out beJng fufped^ed of democracy, or, s(t 
leaft, of being a conftitutionalift, acknow* 
ledge having had any intimacy with him } 
and it requites fome degree of boldnefs to 
defend his charaden My connexion with 
him has been often dated againft me as a 
crime; and I ihould not be furprized if that 
opinion, equally unjuft and abfurd, was ftiU 
adhered to by fome of thofe firft enthufiafts 
of emigration, who have the candour to 
imagine that there are no true royalifts in. 
02 France, 
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France, excepting thofe who emigrated at 
the fame period-with themfelves. For m^ 
own part, I thought then, and do ftill 
think, that it was my duty, as a lover of 
my king and country, not to abandon them 
at a period when both were in fuch immi-« 
nent danger, and while there remained any 
hopes of my being of fervice to them. Yet 
I do not take upon me to blame thofe who 
have a£ted differently ; I only affert, very 
firmly, that their attachment to the king 
was not purer than mine, notwithftanding 
my intimacy with M. de Montmorin, who 
was neither cpnftitutionalift nor democrate, 
but a real royalift ; and I may add, with 
truth, that I know ho perfon who was a 
more faithful fervant to the king. I muft 
at the fame time acknowledge, that the ex- 
treme weaknefs of his character prevented 
him . from being ufeful to his majefty, in 
circumftances that required much energy j 
and it is probable that his fears may often 
have fuggefted meafures more calculated to: 
increafe than to remedy the evils with 
^which the king was threatened. This moral 

weaknefs 
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vrcBkncb had its fource in a iicldy coniti« 
tution, and can no more be imputed to him 
as a crime, than his being of a low ftature 
and flender frame of body. 

Among the number of faults of -which 
M. de Montmorin has been accufed, it 
would be eafjr, if not entirely to juftify, at 
lead to palliate the greater part, by demon* 
Uniting that they never proceeded from 
perfidy or felf-intereft. I one day had a 
quarrel with him, at his own houfe, upon 
the fubjedt of a report made by M. dc Frc- 
teau in the firil aflembly, in which he had 
aflerted, that at the diplomatiq^ie commit- 
tee, held the day before at M. de Montmo* 
rin*s, that minifter had faid, ^^ that the 
Prince de Conde and the Cardinal de Rohan, 
who were out of the kingdom, were in- 
triguing and manoeuvring, in order to raife 
up foreign powers againft France/* M. de 
Montmorin, in anfwer to the bitter re- 
proaches I made on this fubjedt, faid, with 
confiderable heat, " How could you, who 
knOw me, believe, for a moment, that I 
was capable of expreffing mylblf in thofe 
o ^ terms ? 
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lerms? What Ifaid,"^ continued M. 6e 
]Mtontmorin, " w4s ncvly the reyerfe j for 
In fpcaking of the ncceflity th^re was of 
rcpreffing the various exjceffcs which Were 
^ominitted^ and which had forced the 
Prince of Conde to leay« the kingdom, | 
endeavoured to fhow, that it was of in;ipQf|v 
aacc to employ every poflible means of en4 
gaging that prince to return, becaufe he 
was fo highly refpeftcd, that the idea of his 
being forced to emigrate muft have a very 
bad eflfea on the minds of all the foreign 
powers, and would excite againft France 
^11 thofe who were allied to the houfe of 
Bourbon. With regard to the Cardinal de 
Rohan,*' added he, "we fhould alfq en- 
deavour to conciliate him, if we wiflied for 
a favourable iflue to our negociations with 
the princes of the empire, relative to their 
ppfleirions in Alface, becaufe he might 
greatly influence their determinations.*' 

To all this, I replied to M. de Montmo- 
rin, " That fmce fuch was the cafe, it was 
incumbent on him, without lofs of time, to 
give a formal denial to what M. deFreteau 

had 
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had faid in his report, and addrefs it in ^ 
letter to the afltmbly/* 

" I was thinking of that/^ anfwered M, 
dc Montmorin. " But in cafe M> de Fre-r 
teau has concerted the report with the othet 
members of the committee, they are very 
capable, in fupport of their manoeuvre, to 
oppofe their tcftimony to my affertion, , 
which, though true, will be reputed falfe/^ 

" Write, at leaft,*' faid I, *^ to M. i|e 
Freteaii, to make him retra<9:, or re<5ify hi$ 
report ; and warn him, that if he does not^ 
you will make your letter be printed in al| 
the journals.'* 

He approved of this plan, as the inoft 
moderate, and wrote, th^ fame day, to M^ 
de Freteau, who, in his anfwer, acknowf 
ledged that his report was errpneous j that 
it proceeded entirely from inattention ; that 
inftead of frying, " M* ^e .Montmorin had 
jiflerted that the Prince de Condc and Car- 
dinal de Rohan were manoeuvring,'* ^c. Tie 
(M. de Freteau) ought and intended to have 
fai^, " that from M. de Montmorin's dit 
p 4 ppurfe. 
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courfe, he was led to conjedure that the 
Prince of Gonde," &c. 

He promifed to make this error be cor- 
rafted upon the iregifter, conformable ta 
the opinion of the committee, and to in-> 
form his principal colleaguea in the aflem-« 
bly* M. de Montmorin had the conde-* 
Jfcendance not to exafl: more. I in vain in- 
treated that he would make this anfwer and 
his letter public. He thought it fufficient 
to keep them both in his pofTeffion, to be 
made ufe of pnly in cafe his coQdud fhould 
afterwards be publicly cenfured, on account 
of M.Freteau's report totheaflembly. What 
|b perhaps the Qiofl remarkable circumftance 
In this affair is, tha): M* ^^. Montmorin was 
quite afloniflied at the energy which he 
thought he had difplayed on the occafion. 

This trait is fufficient to fhew the timi-- 
4ity of this minifter. I fay timidity, not 
cowardice i he was by no means a coward. 
3^0 man feared death lefs ; and it will ap- 
pear, in the courfe of thefe Memoirs, with 
what tranquillity h^ foVefaw and met his 

fate* 
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fate* Nayi he even braved it, but in a 
manner agreeable to his charader ; namely^ 
by continual correfpondences, and other 
concealed, though dangerous meafures, for 
' the king's fervice, which he direAed and 
paid for out of the funds of his department 
Among thefe expences was the money he 
thought it neceflary to advance to certain 
popular orators, to counterbalance, in fome 
degree^ the furious declamations which 
were daily made againft the king in the 
Jacobin club, and in various other clubs^ 
aflemblies, and groups* 

When I reprefented to him the rifk tibat 
he ran, by this condud, and the great 4^-^ 
ger there was, that fome of the numerous 
agents wliilth^he employed would betray 
jbtim, and expofe him to be irifulted, or 
perhaps aflaffinated by the populace, he 
anfwered, with great coolnefs, ** I am well 
aware of the truth of what you reprefent ; 
but no perfonal danger fhall ever prevent 
ijie, while I remain in the king's fervice, 
from doing every thing that I think may be 
of utility to his majefty." This way of 

Uiinking 
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thinking was very generoue, no doubt ; bwt 
the means he ufed were m my opinion 
infinitelyieft nfeful for the attaining the ob- 
je£t he had in view, than many vigorous 
meafurea which he might have fuggefted ta 
hb majefty, if he bad pofleffed ihore energy 
qf charafter, and lefs^ of that pajflive cou^ 
rage, which <?in only do ' honour to the 
dofe of life, becaufe it enables m to die with- 
iirmnefs* 

M. de Monfmorin has been bhmod for 
living in a kind of intimacy with certain de^ 
puties of the cote gauche. This, however,' 
I have always* confidered as one of the 
ftrongeft and mofkpainfol marks of his at-, 
tachment to his majefty. I knew that tie 
abhorred theif dplnions, and defpifed their 
charafters, and that he li-ved in that manne?^ 
with them, in the fole view of bringing 
them over to his way of thinking. Thcfq 
meafures of weaknefs and duplicity were 
employed by the king's confent, who truft- 
ed too much to them. Perhaps they might 
retard feme pernicious decrees, and occa-i 
lion others to be rejefl:ed j but the ' mpfl^ 

certs^n 
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eertain and apparent eflFefit was to xnak^ 
' M* de Moutmorin be looked upcm as a 
zealous partizan of the revolution, and of 
its guilty authors. And thus, at the ex- 
pence, of his charafter, he obtained uncer* 
ts^jn advaiitages, by far too inconlidcrable to 
be purchafed at fo dear a rate. 

It is not then aftonifhing, th^t the con- 
-dudt of this minifter has appeared criminal^ 
or at leaft fufpicious, to every perfon who 
wajs ignorant to what degree he was de-» 
voted to the king, and that not being 
;able to ferve him by firmnefs, becaufe he 
had none, he endeavoured to affift him 
by every method which his weaknefs per- 
mitted him to employ. 

But had M. de Montmwin been called 
to the miniftry in lefs turbulent times, or 
had he been afToci^ted with minifters of 
greater vigor and of more upright inten- 
tions, the inconveniencies arifing from his 
timidity would have been fully compen- 
fated, in council, by his acquired know- 
ledge, his fidelity, and the precife juftnef* 
of his underftanding. 

M. de 
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M. dc Fleuneu, who fucceeded M. do 
la Luzerne in the department of the ma- * 
line, may alfo be quoted in the number of 
minifters who had the fame kind of weak- 
nels; with this difference, however, that 
lisr^was never prejudicial to any body but 
to himfelf, becaufe he had the prudence to 
confine himfclf entirely to the details of the 
marine and the colonies; tand the king, 
who greatly efteemed his virtues, never 
employed him (as he did M» de Mont- 
morin) in any affair foreign to his depart- 
ment. M. de Fleurieu, whom no one, cer- 
tainly, refpe£ts more than I do, joined to 
that timid modefly, which often accom- 
panies the greatefl merit, the candour and 
confiding fimpUqity xyhich often renders 
honeft men the dupes of defigning knaves; 
and this he experienced in a manner the 
mofl revol^ng. One of his clerks, called 
Bpnjour, who was attached and fold to the 
Jacobin club, being irritated becaufe the 
ancient Intendants of the marine, who, had 
l?een fuppreffed by a decree,(lUl preferved the 
fame authority in the office, and the fitme 

fuperiority 



PRIVATE MEMOIR15. 20; 

fiipcriority over the clerks, by the diredion; 
of M» de Fleurieu, had the bafenefs to dc* 
nouncethat minitter to the affembly as an 
enemy to the conftitution who was aaing ia 
oppofition to the decrees of the afleiribly. 
As the foundation of this denunciation, he 
made ufe of an order for the payment of the 
falarie's of the office, figned by M. de Fleu- 
rieu, but written by himfelf for the pur- 
pofe. In inferting the fuppreffcd intend- 
ants in this order, inftead of diftinguifhing 
them limply by their names, he had the 
perfidy to add their ancient titles, which 
liad been prohibited by a decree of the at- 
fembly, although the miiiifter was permit- 
ted to employ them as he pleafed in his 
office. This order, thus arranged, being 
prefented by Bonjour to be figned, with fe- 
veral others, M* de Fleurieu, according to 
cuftom, only looked at the title and the fum 
total, and figned it without taking time to 
read over the names. His conduct had 
nothing in it reprehenfible ; and the in- 
famdus denunciation of Bonjour muft have 
recoiled upon himfelf, rendered him in- 
famous, 
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ikmdusy and he would hate loft his place, iA 
being guilty of an abufe of confidences and of 
& voluntary ahd premeditated infringement 
of the decrees of the aflembly ; but M. de 
Fleiirieu, fatisfied with having juftified him^^ 
felf» and appfehenfive of a quarrel with the 
Jacobins, if he turned off Bonjour, left him 
in the office, ahd gave in his owti refigna-* 
tion, to avoid the difguft bf dbibg btifinefs 
with fuch a wretch. 

The deputies from Britanny had res- 
iterated their endeavours for my being 
named Gafde des Sceaux^ upon the retreat of 
the archbifliop of Bordeaux j and they now 
made a new attempt to have me made mi^ 
nifter of the marine, in the room of M, de 
Fleurieu* This was propofed to me by the 
king, through M. de Mbntmorin ; but I 
begged of him to intreat his majeftyto' 
difpenfe with my accepting lU The 
motives which I urged for refuflilg: were^ 
not only my abfolute ignorance of afiairs 
rdating to the department of the marine, 
but alfo the manner in which the council 
was then compofed, and the great difficulry 

which 



Vvhich the king touft have found to luve 
cdmpofed it of unexceptionable members^ 
at^'pedo4 when, even in the formation of 
his cabinet council, he Avas under a nece£» 
fity to pay ^bme regard to the fentiments of 
the cote^ram^ of the a0embly and the Ja« 
cobins; for their Qpini<m paiTed for the 
opinion of the nation. M. de Montmorin^ 
after having in vain combated the motived 
of my refufal, alked mt v?rhat I thought of 
M* Thevenatd, tomntandani de la marine at 
L'Orient, where I had frequently feen hin» 
during a month which I pafled there in 
1 784. I faidy that the place he occupiedi 
and of which he did the bufinefs very well^ 
was perhaps the only Htuation he was fit 
for; and that it would be doing him the 
worf): fervice in the worlds to take it from 
Idm, but above all, to call him to the mlni- 
firy, becaufe I was convinced that he would 
only expofe himfelf, and could not remain 
in place two months*. 

The great difficulty of finding a proper 
petfon, determined the king, at this partis 

cular 
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cular time, to name M« Thevenard minl^ 
ftei* of the marine* 

How much teafon had I to felicitate 
tnyfelf^ fix weeks aftdf, for having avoided^ 
kj tnj refufaly the critical ahd unforefeeii 
fituation into which the miilifters ' were 
thrown, by the king's depai^ure for Va* 
rennes ! During the time of his abfence, 
fttid even after his return, from the end of 
June till the ihiddle of September, while 
he was confined to the Thuilleries like a 
prifoner, and deprived of all his regal func* 
tions, the miniflers continued in the exer- 
cife of theit offices, as if his tUajefly had 
been at liberty and in power. They no 
doubt imagined that they would be more 
ufeful to the king and kingdom, by adting 
fo, than by giving in their refignations j 
but afluredly their conduct, on this occa4 
fion^ would not have been mine. No con^*^ 
fideration would have induced me to con-> 
fent to become one of the chief agents, one^ 
of the firft accomplices of a monftrous go- 
vernment, in which the king, unworthily 

outraged, 
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outraged, and imprifoned in his own pa- 
lace, had not, nor could have, any part* 
The minifters were perhaps too much ter- 
rified by the menaces which were made, in 
cafe of their refufal, of immediately efta- 
blifhing a republic, and were not aware of 
the more certain danger of preparing and 
familiarizing the. public mind with the pof- 
fibilityof fuch an event, by exhibiting to 
thie people's view, during three months, the 
revolting and abfurd fpeftacle of a mo- 
narchy without a king. It is very probable 
that this fatal example gave rife to the idea, 
. which was four years afterwards adopted, of 
replacing the conftitutional king of I79i> 
by a direffcory of five perfons. 



i TQL. I. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Retreat of M, l^bevenard.—'l^be king again 
fropofes that IJbould enter into the admini" 
Jiration. — I accept. — Sentiments of the king 
and queen upon the conjlitutidn. — A letter 
from me to the ajfembly. — Conference with 
M. Thevenard. — Opinion of the "different 
parties J with rejpe& to my nomination.''-^ 
Ill difpofttion of the affdmbly mahifeftd in 
the very frf fitting. — Prudent conduct of 
the king. — l^e minijlers agree among 
themfclves to have no communication with 
the committees^ and always to correfpond 
dire&ly with the affembly. — Proclamation . 

addreffed to the emigrant nobility. 

Letters from the minijlers of war and 
marine to the officers^ to engage them to 
return to the kingdom. 

THE new conftitution was now agreed 
to. The king had no other alterna- 
tive but to accept it as it was prefentod to 

him, 
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hnn<, "mthout alteration or reftridtion, or to 
abdicate the crown; by accepting, he 
regained not the effential prerogativea, but 
only the vain title of a king, deprived of 
power, but with the enjoyment of histivil 
lift, and the ceflation of the humiliating rir 
gours and exterior ligns of his captivity. 
The pretended conftitutional aflembly being 
near the period affixed by itfelf for its ter- 
mination, was to be replaced by the pre* 
tended legiflative body, invefted with the 
powers which the conftitutional a£t had ap« 
pointed; but with fo little precifion, that 
its ill afcertained limits might be infringed 
without any obftacle, for there exifted lio 
means of refifting any attack upon it, exr- 
cept the vague obligation impofed vpoti 
the king, of employing all the power 
which was confided in him to maintain 
the conftitution. But to employ this 
power againft the attacks of the legif- 
lative body would have required great 
energy in the king, and the fupport of a 
council compofed of minifters who poffefled 
p 2 fufficient 
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fufficicnt diligence, fidelity, and intrepidity, 
to brave ail dangers in order to prefervc the 
inonatchy j but unfortunately there were 
few men, I will not fay in the council only, 
but in all France, who poflefled thofe quali- 
ties, with which I ftill believe it would 
have been poffible to reflrain the violences 
;of the aflembly, and the want of which 
bi'dught all to ruin* It was in thefe criti- 
cal circumftances that M. Thevenard, who 
had but too well juftified my opinion of 
him, gave in his refignation. 

On the 25th of 0£tober the king again 
offered to me, through M. de Montmorin, 
the oflfice of miniftier of the marine j and in 
terms fo preffing, that I was at firft as much 
furprifed as embarraffed. However, as the 
events which followed my firft refufal for- 
tified the motives upon which it was found- 
ed, I perfifted in intreating M. de Mont- 
morin (as the greateft proof of friendfliip 
he could give me) that he would do every 
thing in his power to influence the king to 
. throw his eyes on fome other perfon. The 

king 
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kiug wrote to rae two days after, and 
edforced what M, de Montmorin had faid» 
His majefty ended his letter with the fol-» 
lowing fentence : " In a word, I am con- 
fident that your fervices would be ufeful to 
me and to the ftate. I know your attachr 
ment to me, and expedi, in the prefent 
emergency, that you will give me this proof 
of your zeal and obedience." 

In my anfwer to this letter, I perfevered 
in my former opinion, founding my re- 
peated refufal on the unjuft but very univer- 
fal prejudice that cxifted againft all the an- 
cient intendants of provinces, which would 
render me. fufpefted of being an enemy to 
the new order of things, with whatever 
prudence and moderation I might adl. 

The king, after having read my letter, faid 
to M. de Montmorin, who had delivered it : 
*' But afk M. Bertrand, then, how I am to 
find minifters, and what is to become of me, 
if perfons fuch as he, who profefs themfelves 
attached to me, refufe their fervices, and 
abandon me ?'* I was greatly moved and 
P 3 overcome 
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ovCTCome by word& fo touching ; and after 
the aflurances given me by M, dc Montmo* 
rin, that great changes were going to take 
place in the council, and that I ihould be 
fatisficd with the new minifters, I no 
longer hefitated to anfwer that I was at the 
king's command ; but I requefted that his 
majefty would not make my non:iination 
public, until he granted me an audience. 
The next day, which was the ifk of 
October, M. de Leflart came to me from 
the king, and conducted me into his apart- 
ment. 

As it was the firft time that I had ever 
had the honour of fpeaking to his majefly, 
on finding myfclf tetc-a-tete with him, I 
was fo overwhelmed with timidity, that if 
it had been my part to fpeak firft, I Ihould 
not have been able'to pronounce a fentence. 
But I acquired courage, on obferving that 
the king was more embarraffed than my- 
felf. He ftammered out a few words 
without connexion, but at laft recover- 
ed himfelf, on feeing me more at mj 
• eafe, 
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caf(?, and our converfatio© foon became 
interefting. 

. After foipe general obfervatioas upon the 
prefent difi^cult and perplexed ftate of pub«^ 
lie affairs, the king faid to me, "Well, 
have you any farther obje£tions ?" ^ 

" No, fire," anfwered I. « The defire of 
obeying and pleafing your majefty, is the 
only fentiment I feel. But that I may 
know whether it will be in my power to 
ferve you with utility, I hope your majefty 
will have the condefcenfion to inform me 
of your fentiments refpeding the new con- 
ftitution, and the conduft you expedl from 
your minifters regarding it/' 

" That is but juft," faid the king. " This, 
then, is what I think. I am far from re- 
garding this conftitution as a chef ^ceuvre^ 
I believe there are great faults in it j and 
that if I hadf been allowed to ftate my ob- 
fervations upon it, fome advantageous al- 
terations might have been adopted. But of 
this there is no queftion at prefent ; I have 
fworn to maintain it, fuch as it is, and I 
am determined, as I ought, to be ftridtly 

p 4 faithful 
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faithful to my oath ; for it is my opinion,' 
that an exact execution of the conftitution 
is the beft means of making it thoroughly 
kiiown to the nation, who will then per- 
ceive the changes proper to be rngxlc. I 
have not, and I cannot, have another plan 
than this. I certainly fhall not recede from 
it ; and I wifh my minifters to conform to 
the fame.'* 

To this I anfwered, " Your plan appears 
to me extremely wife, fire. I feel myfelf 
capable of fulfilling it, and I take the en- 
gagement to do fo. I have not fo fufficient- 
ly examined the conftitution, either in ge- 
neral, or in its particular branches, to have 
a decided and fixed opinion refpc£ting its 
pradticability, nor fhall I form one, until 
experience has more enlightened the na- 
tion and myfelf. My prefent refolution is, 
never to deviate from what it prefcribcs. 
But may I be permitted to afk, if the 
queen's way of thinking on this fubjed, is 
coniformable to that of your majefty?" 
added L 

yYcs, 
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** Yes, perfedly. She will tell you fo 
herfelf/' . 

A moment after, I went to the queen's 
apartment, who, after, affuring me with 
great goodnefs, that ihe was as fenlible as 
the king of the dbligations I had laid them 
under by accepting of ^ part in the admini- 
ibration in circumflances fo difficult, fhe 
added theie words : '^ The king has in«> 
formed you of his intentions relative to the 
conflitution. Don't you think, that the 
only plan he has to follow, is to adhere to 
his oath?" 

*' Yes^ certainly, madam,*' anfwered I. 

** Well, be ajQTured,'' rejoined fhe, " that 
nothing {hall make us. alter our refolution. 
jillons ; be of good courage, M. Bertrand. 
With a little patience, firmnefs, and con- 
iiftency of conduct, I hope you will find 
that all is not yet loft." 

I was named minifter the ift of Odober, 
and next day took my. oath to the king. 
According to cuftom, I announced my 
nomination by a letter to the affembly. 
Many remarks were made, but without any 

apparent 
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apparent difpleafore, on my ^ot; kavmg 
imitated my predecefTors, by flatteriog the 
af!embly, and praifing the qonftitution. 
' I fimply expreiTed in my letter, " that 
having fworn to the king to be faithful t^ 
the conftitution, I engaged myfdf to the af- 
fcmbly to adhere literally to my oath, and 
promote the execution df the conftitution 
by every means within my fphere.*^ 

M* Thevenard was much more impa* 
tient to be out of the miniftry than I was 
to enter it. When he heard of toy fijft re- 
fufal to replace him, imagining that it pro- 
ceeded from my inexperience in maritime 
affairs, he fent me word that he would give 
me every neceflary inftruftion j and when 
he afterwards heard of my accepting, he was 
perfuaded that it was his offer alone that had 
overcome all my objedions and difficulties. 
Two days after my inftalment, he de- 
manded a rendezvous, that he might fulfil 
•his promife. Although I did not expe£t any 
very ufeful information from him, yet out 
of regard to the integrity of the man, and 
goodncfs of his intentions, L appointed to 
6 meet 
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meet him on that fame day. He came 
loaded with a port-folio, which I fuppofed 
was to be given to me, as the quinteffenct} 
of all that was neceflary to be known re- 
fpeding the adminiftration of mariije and 
the colonies. However, he only took a 
fmall packet out . of it, upon .which there 
Were five or fix feals, and which, ever linc« 
the adminiftration of the Marechal de Caf^ 
trieSj had been tranfmitted, in fucceflion,^ 
to the minifters of marine. It was in* 
fcribed, " to be opened only in time f^war^ 
M. Thevenard told me, when he put it 
into my hands, that he believed it contained 
the fecret of a method contrived by M. de 
Bellegarde, for fetting the enemy's fhips on 
fire. He then feated himfelf at my bu- 
reau, and fpoke to me as follows : 

" Well, you have obtained a very advan- 
tageous, agreeable appointment, and I leave 
it to you in an excellent condition. You will 
find no great difficulty in the exercife of it ; 
only the occafional teazings of the affem- 
bly ; a war of pens. You will extricate 
yourfelf better than I could, I was in bad 

health* 
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health. But at prefent the worft is over*^ 
This new aflemhly will be more tradable 
than the other. Your office is well com- 
pofed. You have excellent firft clerks, di- 
ligent, worthy men ; very zealous, that i& 
the main point. I mud make you acquaint^ 
,cd with them. You have, in the firft place, 
M. de Malczieu, who has the department 
of officers, the nomination to employments, 
&c. But this muft be written 'down, for 
it ia of great importance. Accordingly he 
gave himfelf the trouble of writing every 
minute article relative to M. de Malezleu's 
department, exadly as it is printed in the 
Royal Almanack. With equual precifion 
he wrote down all that belonged to the de- 
partments of the other firft clerks, each of 
whom was fucceffively called in as the a?'- 
tide which concerned him was writing; 
and they were all prefented to me with 
fuch exaggerated encomiums as greatly dif»- 
treffed their modefty. When he came to 
the article of the clerk Bonjour, I could 
not help expreffing furprife, on hearing him 
praife that knave, after his infamous con- 
dud 
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dxxQ. to M. de Fkurieu, the late miijifter of 
the marine. ^ 

" I own," anfwered he, " that I never 
would take any part in that quarrel. I al- 
ways avoided ipeaking of it, Bonjoiir is 
proteded by the Jacobins — by the aflem- 
bly. What could I do ? His difpute with 
Fleurieuwa^ no concern of mine. The 
man is «tffiduous, very intelligent. He 
does his bufmefs, and that was all I 
wanted.'* 

^' But how," faid I, ** could you have 
the leaft confidence in a perfon who wa* 
firft capable of drawing up a paper himfelf, 
and after he had got M,. de Fleurieu to figa 
it, with a view to ruin him, lay the whole 
before the national aflembly ?" 

** I have already told you," anfwered he, 
'^* that Ihever inveftigated that affair." 

*' But were you not afraid," faid I, " that 
he would pky you a fimilar trick ?" 

" Oh, no," anfwered he ; " I took care of 
that. Befides, I had a manner of living 
with my clerks, which attached them i!b 
much, that they never could think of in-»^ 

juring 
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juring me. I alwap treated £titm like 
friends ; and in the morning, when they 
came to do bufinefs with me, my method 
was, to order a bottle of good wine; and fo 
we began by taking a comfortaWe breakfaft 
together. You cannot imagine what a good 
effeft this had. I advife you to do the 
fame.'* 

*' I believe it is a very goodinethod,'* 
faid I, " but it will not do for me, becaufe 
I never breakfaft. I muft make up for this, 
by fometimes inviting them to dinner.'* 

** You will do well to do fo," anfwered 
he ; " and I advife you to refledik ferioufly 
on the manner you are to behave to Bon^ 
jour. He is a dangerous man, be affured 
of that." 

*^ We fhall fee," anfwered I. 

" Thefe, fir," refumed he, ^ ate the 
hints which I thought it efFential to give to 
you. With regard to lefs important cir- 
cumftances refpeding your department, 
your firft clerks can inform you of thefe 
much better than I can ; they are all very 
intelligent." 

I ex- 
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I expitffed my gratitude for the fetvice 
heliad rendered me, end we teririmiaited our 
converfation, wMch lafted t^o hours, in-» 
eluding the introduifiioa of the clerks. 

The jyublic was then very attentive to 
the choice of the minifters, becaufe, from 
their character, their known principles, and 
their former conduft, an idea, mofe or Ijefs 
jUft, might be formed of the king's fenti- 
ments and intentions. My nomination oc- 
cafioned great fpeculation, as, fince the 
opening of the firft affembly, I had a^ted iio 
part, nor figured in any party. Thofe who 
knew my intmacy with M. de MontAxo- 
riri, and who knew that I had regularly af- 
fifted at the affembli^s of the fe£tioh, believ- 
ed that I was a conftitutibnalift ; and thofe 
who were infonhed of the zeal widi wbkA 
I had fupported the itxtereft of the people 
in Britanny, and the fteps which the -de- 
puties of that province had taken to havt 
menominatedto the miniftry, believed mc 
to be a Jaccfcxn* Others, firbm toy birth, 
atid the dffiees Ifaard held, ftifpeded mb of 
^tiftoeracy ; i^ile the tooft moderate arif^ 

tocrati 
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tocrats condemned me for taking any part 
in the adminiftxation, after a conftitution 
whidi they difapproved of . was accepted. 
The principal journalifts for fome time con- 
tributed to keep up this diverfity of opi- 
nion. The Gazette of Paris, which was 
written by Durofoi, and the paper entitled 
FAmi du Ro:^ by the Abbe Royou, were 
full of farcafms upon my nomination. 
Briflbt publilhed my eulogium in the Pa^ 
triote Francois ; but Condorcet, more cir- 
cumfpeft, did not mention me in the Cbro^ 
nique de Paris. 

The legiflative affembly manifefted, in 
the firft fitting, the greateft defire to conteft 
.the honours and prerogatives which the 
conftitution and the preceding, aflembly had 
left to the king. On the fecond day it was 
decreed, that when the king fhould come 
to the opening of the affembly, the prefident 
fliould place himfelf on a level, and on an 
equal chair with his majefty. This excited 
a general indignation againfl the affembly; 
and although the conftitution had fixed no- 
tHng with refped to the king and the prefi- 
dent** 
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deaths chaks, as the former aiTembly had 
never contefted giving the king the moit 
hohburable place, this ifafolent preteniion of 
the new deputies w^is highly difapproved 6f&- 
It was ftill thought ^xdpd: that the king 
fhould ht honoured, and it was unanimoufly 
wifhed thkt he ihould, upon this occa^ 
fioh, firmly aflert the dignity which be^ 
longed to him; The afiair, beibg di& 
ciiflbd in council; the kiiig foimd a means; 
in the conftitution, of eluding the in«» 
tended humiliation, by not going tb the 
affembly. In reality, the conftitutibn did 
not oblige him to open the fciSion iil 
perfon, or to go to the affembly upon any 
6ccafi6n, TTie king jpreferred this tb more 
vigorous meafurcs, which were evet repug*^ 
nant to his charader; 

The aflembly being informed of the 
king's determination, was now fenfible^ 
that In endeavouring to degrade him; it had 
injured itfelf in the public opinion. lUefe 
confiderations determined them to re-* 
peal the decrfee, and the Idng then toti^ 

r^OL. I. Q^ fcnted 
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fenied to go in perfoa to the opeding o£iSb^ 
aflembly K 

The unquiet and turbulent difpofition 
whkh this aflembly difplayed fufiSicientljr 
trarned the mixtifters to keep tkemfelve$ 
Ytpon their guard, to Andy the conftitution, 
and to adhere to it &ABt}j ; that unfortu- 
Bately being the only de&ace diey had 
againft the various attacks thej were likely 
to meet with. Several of the miniftera 
having been injured by their cc»re^ndence 
with and attendance upon the committees of 
the firft aflfemhly,. came to a determination, 
and with the king's' approbation, never to 
correfpoiid with the committees, but alway* 
with the affemhiy itfelf ; wlUch, indeed 

* By the decree of the 5fh of (!)ftober 1791, it was or- 
dained, that as often as the king went to the afiemblys he 
fiiould pUce himfelf ih aH amw^hair, lipcm the left hand oS 
of the prefidenty cxaAly alike^ and on the fame level with 
litat in wliich the prefidebt himfelf fat^^ By another article 
if the fame decree^ when the pre$dent 01^ any ot&er de« 
puty addreffcd the king, it was to be done by the new ap* 
pellation of Kirtg of tie French. The fame was to be ufed m 
aE mefikges to hb majefty. This decree was repealed th? 
ttYj next day> after long and wamidcbates^^ 

tras 
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Was appointed by the conftitutroiii there 
being no mention made of committees. 

The emigration being at this time con- 
(ideraUe, and becoming every day more and 
more fo, was ofle of the chief objedn of the 
difcontent and muitotlrs of the people* 
The king, who but too w6ll fbtefaw the 
fatal confequcnces it would hlive^ caufed a 
proclamation to be publifhed^ recalling all 
jgentlemen who had gone but cf the king^ 
dom, and tending to retain thoife who were 
inciined to emigrate. He at the fame time or- 
dered the minifters of wail^a^d the marine^ 
to write a circular tetter to the fame effe<ft, 
to the ofl^cers of th6ir department. This 
meafure produced an impreflSon in fa- 
vour of the king upon the minds of 
the people; but it was attended with 
this inconveniency, that it fuggefted to 
the aflembly, who were then in difcre- 
dity the means of re-inftating themfelveg 
in the public favour; and they fucqeeded, 
by a violent decree againft emigration^ 
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CHAP. X. 

promotions under the adminiftration of Mi 
T'beven^fd^-^Duke of Orleans appointed 
admiraL — Motives of this appointment.--^ 

\ Projedled changes in the mintjiry. — 1^^- 
fii^^^^?^ 9f ^* ^ ^ontmorih. — Appoint^ 

" inent ofM. de Moufiier to bis place.-^Afi 

' terwatds retraced. — Motives.-^MtJrSi 
de Segur and Bartbekmi refufe the de^ 
partment of foreign chairs.— tM de Lejfart 
appointed. — Retreat of M.^de Portail^ war 
minifter. — Intrigues to procure the nomina-- 
(ion of M. de Narbonne to that places- — 
Itbe eonduSl of that minffier. — Singular 
propifal be made to the queen. — My firfi 
mifunderfanding with the ajfemhly. — i?^- 
fult. — Decree againji the emigrants. — *Tht 

' iingrefufes hisfariaion. — Meffage froni 
the king^ carried by all the minijiers. 

... . :; . -^ ■ 

MThevbnard, about a fortnight bc^ 
• fore he refigned, made a general 
pronwtion in the marine, conformable to 

r -^ the 



JPRIVATE MEMOIRS. a^ 

the new organization decreed 4^ the iSem,^ 
bly ; and although this, promotion had iiot 
been <^cially declared, yet, the moft m%« 
terial articles, particularly the i^ry temarlh 
4ble promotion of the duke of Orleans, was 
li;nx>wn to the pt^blicy, therefpre it was ncjt 
in my power to make any aheration; add 
In fpite of my extreme repugnance to many, 
I was under the neceffity of figning all the 
Ij^t^tera addrefled tq the pfEcers included i^ 
that promotion. All tha,t I could do, w«^s 
by an alteration in the e^^prefSoo of the 
letter^ to evince, ths^t the promotion had 
h^Q decided on hefore my appointment to 
the adminiftration. M. Thevenard had 
liurried this afiair, becaufc he believed, as 
he faid to me, that th? nopiination of the 
duke of Orleans to the rank of admiral would 
Infure the king ^ fufficient degree of pgpu- 
larity to enable him tp keep the new a0en)(^ 
bJy in proper bounds. 

I was informed by M. de Montmorin, a feW 
days after I entered into the miniftry, th^t 
(he changes which the king intended in the 
.(C^u^cil confided of, firil, The aominatiop 

%3 Pf; 
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-<tfM.de Moiiftier to the department of £c>. 
^reign afiairs; ftoondly, die difiniffion.df 
-M; i:)upomil, miBiftcr oSyrax; thirdiy, 
-the difmtflhon of the- Qat^ des Setaux^tjb 
whQla i wis to ilEicceedj'as £3>6a as the ati« 
■fwers "werfe received ifrom iorat pei^fKis 
whom the king^hadlh TJeWfor the depart- 
ment of war ind of the m^ne. M. de 
Mpntmorin, in giving uj) the dcpartmfeiit 
of foreign affairs,' ^as to preferve his placfe 
Jn council, in quality of ancient minifter, 
With a falary of 5o,ooaHvfes. 
. The only thing which difpleafed me in 
this arrangement,' was the idea of being 
named Garde desSceauiC. I declared \Fery 
plainly to M. de Monttnorin, that I never 
would accept of that place, becaufe my 
being raifed to it might be imputed to am- 
bitious views ; whereas I wiflied to have it 
in my power to fliew, what was really the 
cafe, that I had entered into the adminiftra- 
tion, in the prefent circumftances, for no 
other reafon but in obedience to the king's 
repeated orders. And befxdes, as the new 
order of things had not taken place in the 

• marine 
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mariae department^ I wlihed to be appointed 
to it, becaufe there it would be more in my 
power to reconcile my determined adhereace 
to the letter of the conftitution with my 
obedience to the king; and I begged of M* 
de Montmorin to rcprefent this 'to his ma^ 
jefty, as I was not fu£Bciently at my eaff 
vnth him, to venture fpeaking upon a point 
which might difpleafe him. 

M. deMouftier^ minifler plenipotentiary 
at Berlin, Was recalled, in order to be apr 
pointed to the department of foreign a& 
fairs, and c^ime in great hafle to Paris^ 
according to his majefty^s orders. Scarcely 
was the motive of his return known, than 
intrigues were formed to [nrevent his nomw 
nation. His reputation for talents, and th^ 
energy of his character, made him be re« 
garded as dangerous for the revolution, and 
confequently animated againfl him all thof^ 
who fupported it. This cabal was rein^P 
forced by fome intriguers, rafh enough to 
ikfire places in the adminiilration ; and 
who, on purpofe .to fucceed themfelves, 
pfed every means to injure the charader of 
(Lif every 
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'^very pcrfbn who was called to it. M. A 
^JVlouftier was declared to be a violent arii^ 
tocrat. Some deputies were made to fpeal;: 
^gainft his nomination. The king was told 
that it woxiki have a b^d effe6k in the affem^ 
%lly, &c. On the other, hand, the Garde des 
Sceaux^ jealous of M. de Mohtmbrin's crer 
^-with the king, and afpiring to obtain the 
chief influence im^ the choice of miniftera, 
%zd b^en fenfibly piqued at not being con- 
fulted on my nomiaadon, which, as he told 
me, he would have prevented* He was no 
fcfe difpleafed upon the prefent occailbn, 
lecaufe the king had never fpok^in to him 
pf his intentions refpeflting M/de Mouftier; 
and therefore he greatly incteafed theuneafr- 
nefs which had been given, to his majefty on 
this fubjea. ' The rcf&lt wasi that M. dc 
Mouflier, iriftead of being inioifter of foreign 
affairs, wai5 appointed ambalfador to Conitan- 
tinople, and the Count de Segur tofucceed 
M, de Montmbrin, wht), in fpite of all my 
ihtreaties to engage him to reinaip in hii 
place, never ceafed his endeavours to oh* 
tiain leaviB io retjgn, till at laft his rcfignation 



PRIVATE MEMOIRS. k3j 

was accepted. His retreat was, at that time. 
It misfortune to the king, becaufe it was the 
inoment in which his fervkes might havA 
heen moft ufeful, and in which there was 
tike leaft inconveniency to have been appfre?? 
handed from the weaknefs of his chara^Qer. 
The king and queeA aifiured me that they 
"had obfefved more fomnefs and decifioh in 
his condtidt, fmce my. admiflion into' the 
miniftry, which was imputed to his confi-* 
dence in me, and his^ reliance on my fup- 
port In fadt, we aded together with una* 
nimity on all occafions ; and what we had 
agreed to in private was feldom oppofed in 
the council: It has been remarked, that 
the laft months of the year 1791 formed 
the only period, perhaps, of the revolution, 
in which the king and council aflumed the 
ftile which became them, with the ai^ 
fcmbly. 

' Tht*refignation of- M. de Mohtmbriti 
being accepted, the Count de Segur, who 
had already returned thanks to the king for 
Jhis appointment, was to be inftalled th* 
Sunday following j but an /unforeseen ax^ 

cumftancc 
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ciimftanqe made kirn change his opinion^ 
and threw the king into new difficulties. 
He happened to go, on; Saturday, to the na* 
jfiooal ajSembly, where he found M. Du^ 
{>ortaiI^whO;h^ come, accompanied by all 
tjie, minift^s, to. anfwer certaui unfounded 
^ccufationa wluch had been made againft 
hv^ He forgot himf^f fo jEar as to eater 
ifito £m abufive wrangle with the firebrands 
c4r the a&mbiy^ whp, on .finding that his 
impatience had carried him. beyond all 
bounds, attacked him with the moft grofs 
fibufe. This jcvojtijigfcene, which M. Bu-^ 
portail entirely owed to his vivacity and 
want of address, difgufted M. de Segur fo 
much with the office of minift^r, that he 
fent his refignation, or rather his refufal, to 
the king, the very next day j and the rea- 
fon he gave was^ that he was not endued 
with fufficient courage or moderation to 
|)(ar fuph attacks as M. Dupoitail had been 
cxpofed to-. 

The bad fuccefs of thefe two nominations 
fcrpught great, difcredit upon the council^ 
«ad augmented^ the .king's embajjaffoient, 

I again 
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I again esqpoftulated vfyk M. de Montmorin. 
to prer^ with him to yrithdraw hisrefig^ 
aation, which, I gave him to underftaiul^ 
wa» what the king greatly d^fired ; hut I 
did not fuccebd ; and he him&lf propoled 
that the king Ihotild appoint, in his places 
|M[. Baif hdemi, who wai then minifter -phm 
nipotcfetiary tft EftglsSidv^id a courier cx-i 
trtterjiriaiy was i'mmedkt^ fent to infotai 
him k>l his notoiAatiofi, The papers rdat* 
ing to foreign affairs were, in the interim^ 
placed in t&e^hands of M^^deLefTart; but at 
M. Brnftheleniii Tefured tbe fitiuation, M. de 
Leffart was definirively appointed to it^ 
leaving the place of tninifire d. Tinterimrt 
vacant. M. de Montmorin would have rei 
mained in adminiftration, if the king would 
have explicitly, and in direift teribs, defired 
it ; but his majefty was greatly hurt, that a 
man, with whom he had been bred from hid 
childhood, and whofe refighation he had fb 
long riefufed to accept, fliould perfift in \%\ 
and therefore the king would never conde^ 
icettd to fpcak to him on the fub}ed« . 

6 The 
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/ The brutafity ymth which the aiTemUf 
flteeived the joftific2aioiis of M. ZhiportaM 
Iiaving detex^ained him to retire from ad^ 
inii^aftration, the :^eads of Count Louis de 
JNaibonne were.e^tt'edaely adive to gel him 
^ppointedmi^^ufterofway* M, Dtipon jDtu-» 
tertre aad , Mv di^ Lefiait took vp0n thoftir 
iclyes to ipe%ki,<j£itfjte.the'ki»g, wh^^^t firil 
Kjeacid the prop§ftVf- .*M know.M. de 
WarlKJone better th^n-you/det,?: feid hjeto 
them, ^* and J kn^w that, hg is u^fit for th^ 
miniftry." Tlifi,hid fiKcfefe of this attempt 
did not. rebuff fihem. > They pre'ff^d me to 
join them, aod to fpeak to t&e king in ^^. 
your erf M, de Narfeonne* They foUcited 
me through M. de Montmprin, who pror 
intfed marvellous great things oxk the part of 
M. de Nasbontte, whofe greai%«ft defire, as 
he told me, was todttaeh him^slf to me, to 
take my condu^ for his ilnode^, and to pur<t 
file the fame plana with me, &c. In an^ 
(wex to thefe fair fpeeches, I mefely iaid^ 
that not being acquainted with M# de Narn 
bonne,.! could not poffibly fay either goo/i 
• . c or 



^ bad of hiiBy ind thal'^ecmfequehtly all 
iliat I could do^ waeo(o Jbeifileot upon the 
^bjed:. .... \ i: - \ ' 

M. de Monttnoriili,! owbo had flafet^ed 
hinifelfythat in.wttihdravrmg from admim- 
firadon^. he'ftni fkouid rbtatnlhb phK^ iii 
comaicil^ faw thi3 hope vinifli. The kiog^ 
who had the fame idea^ having fpoken t<l 
M/Duport Dutertre and M. de LeiTart 
upon that arrangement^ they aiTured him 
that it was exprefsly contmry to the confti* 
tution, and that the aflbmbly would not £3dl 
to obje£fc to it ; th&t befidto^ the miniftera 
of the department being alone refponfible, 
ought alone to be admitted to join in the 
deliberations of the council; and that none 
of them would confent to remain and co-> 
operate with one who was not refponfible* 
!the king, ftruck with the force of this ob- 
jection, which had not occurred to him, re^ 
noujiced his plan with regard to M. de 
Montmorin, who, by this means, foimd 
}umfelf deprived of his place and refoilrces* 
His affairs being in Aich diforder, that his 
* debts fwallowed up his own fevenue, I in- 
formed 
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foirmiBdius m^ciky of ihifii wbo graated 
iiim the fam bf 50/^00 liyres a year from 
the fund of the fecret expences belonging 
to the departmttnr offcKlgb'ttffiuii. 

' As the choice of a war minifter >cbuld vl6 
kmg^ be deferred^ and at M« de Naiixmae 
waa the only perfbn proposed «o the Mng^ 
his majefty wasfbrced to furmount the ex* 
treme rapngnance he had againfl appointing 
him to. that fituation* The day * on which 
- he was received into the council, the mini* 
fters informed him, in prefence of the king^ 
of a refolution they had taken againft hav^ 
ing any communication with the commit^ 
tees, but of always correfponding diredly 
with the aflembly, agreeably to the cohfti-* 
tution^ The motives whiph were givett 
for this refolution appeared to him very 
wife, and he promifedlo adhere to it. The 
very next day, however, he thanged his 
inind, and went to the committee of Ivar^ 
without mentioning his intentions to the 
king, or to the mihifters. He afterwards 

i 

* D«6emWr 6, 1791. ' 

gave 
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gave as a reafoa for his cbiutu^b, ^ttt ^ 
commumcation with the committQes ap«» 
peared to him, on refledtioo, the fiareft 
means of making the mimfters popular^ 
and confcquently rendering them more 
powerful and ufeful tohismajefty* I con- 
tefted this opinion, by infifting that a po« 
pularity acquired in this manner, could 
only be of fhort duration ; wl^ereas a com- 
munication with the committees would per- 
petually expofe the minifters to the greateft 
inconveniency, as nothing was fo eafy as to 
mifinterpret their words, and give a falfe 
colouring to every thing they faid ; and that 
their denial could have no weight in the af^ 
fembly againft the affertion of a committee, 
or of many of its members. That befides^ 
it was neither confiftent with order nor 
propriety, that the minifters fhould give the 
firft example of deviating from the confti-» 
tution ; and that it was an evident devxa* 
tion to z6t in a mamier which it did not 
authorize, 

M^ de Narborine was intoxicated with the 
teceptixm which he ba<} met with at ths 

com-' 
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eomibitt^^ and with the alacrity with whiefir 
dl he propofed had beto adc^ted, therefore 
lie did not approTe of my reafons. He 
urenti every day^ both to the aflfembly and 
cbmmitteeSy and obtained every decree he 
demanded. The patriot joilrnaliils pro^ 
datmed his popularity^ and he imagined it 
was fo well eftablifhed^ that he might hope 
to extend its^happy influence upon his col- 
leagues. 

In this (late of ifikirs, and a verjr (hort 
time after his appointment as minifter^ h^ 
fet off to vifit the frontiers. and the armies* 

The minifters; dazzled, and perhaps 
jealous of his fuccefs^ flattered themfelves 
that they might obtain the fkme, by pur- 
fuing the fame path ; and from that time^ 
without coming to any formal agreement 
upon the fubjed, or even confulting one 
another, each of them, individually^ wptit 
octeafionally to the committees^ I alone 
adhered to the agreetnents we had all made^ 
by which conduit I offended many mem- 
bers of the afTembly, who confl:rued it into 
contempt of the committees ; and , I wa« 

not 
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»ot long without feeling the eflFeds of their 
refentment. 

The revolt of the negroes of St. Domingo 
made it neceflary to fend a fpeedy and con- 
fiderable afliftance. I demanded of the af^ 
iembly, in my own name, and under my 
own refponfibility, the neceffary fum for 
this expenfe. The aflembly rejedled my 
demand, upon pretence that it was not pre- 
fented in a conftituiional form; that it 
ought to have been made by the king him- 
fel£ The pretenfions of the aflembly, in 
this inftance, being contrary to the confti- 
tution, prefented to me an opportunity of 
entering into a conteft, in which I certain- 
ly ftiould have had the advantage j but as 
this would have brought on long debates on 
feme important articles of the conftitution, 
and as fuch a difcuffion muft have confider- 
jabiy retarded the fuccours to St. Domingo, 
which were fo immediately required, I 
thought proper to defer the conteft, deter- 
mining, in my own mind, to feize the firfl: 
favourable opportunity of reviving it. Ih 
the mean time, I propofed to the king to 
, yOL. I, R N^ reprefent 
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reprefent to the affembly , " that the form itk 
which I had prefented the demand of a ne- 
eeSkry fund for fending ailiftance to St. Do- 
mingo was not contrary to the conftituw 
tion, and defiring that they would take an 
a0air of fuch importance into their imme-^ 
4iate confideration." 

The king confented to write a letter * to 
that purport, and the affembly triumphed 
on the occafion, regarding it as a formal 
demand made by the king of the fum which 
had been irregularly demanded by me, and 
confequently an aequiefcence in their cen*- 
fure of my demand. 

This did not, however, prevent me from 
prefenting, in the fame form, a few day$ 
afterwards, a demand of the fame nature, 
relative to an armament extraordinary at 
Toulon. The affembly did not hefitate ia 
reje&ing this fecond demand as they had 
done the firft, and even declaring it uncon-r 
ftitutional. Some deputies obferved, with 
indignation, that it was aftonifliing, after 
the kffon I had received, that I fp foon fell 

* November 14, 1791. 

into 
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into the fame error ; on which account I 
was pretty generally cenfured. My cot 
leagues reproached me for a conduft which 
threw difcredit on the adminiftration ; and 
as the conftitution was not well underftood 
by the public, few doubted but that thede-k 
cree of the aflembly was conformable to it^ 
and that my difmiffion would be the inevi^ 
table confequence of my headftrong coir- 
dnOt ; for in thefe terms they qualified the 
^Rj&p I had taken. 

A fecohd letter, from the king to the af* 

fembly, expofed the fallacy of all this rea* 

ibningy for it contained a full explanation of 

every article of the conftitution, applicable 

to this and every other cafe in which it 

was neceffary for his majefty to make ap- 

. plication direftly from himfelf to the affemf- 

bly ; by which it appeared^ that my addreff. 

ing them as minifter, in this particular cafe, 

was according to the farm prefcribed by 

the conftitution, and that the decree of cen- 

fare was the only irregularity in the whole 

tranfadion. The confequence evidently 

wa^, that unlefs the agembly^ repealed their 

R 2 firft 
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Jfirfl decree, I could not be confidered as re-» 
•fjponfible for the mifchiefs which might re* 
fult from not fending* fuccours to St. Do- 
xningo *. This letter was expreffed in a 
fly le which the council had not, for above 
a year, ventured to make the king affumej 
and the aflembly were a good deal difcoh- 
certed. They got rid of this embarraflt 
ment, by fending the letter to be anfwered 
by the conftitutional committee; which^ 
however, was never anfwered. The aC- 
dfembly at the fame time declared that this 
letter muft be confidered as a dire<a demand 
made by his majefty, and the fum which I 
required at firft was accordingly granted. 

All parties, except the Jacobins, applaud- 
ed the energy difplayed by the king on this 
•occafion j and the obftinacy and ignorance 
of the afTembly was fo apparent, that it fell 
as much, in the prefent inftance, in the efti- 
jnation of the public, as it had done, a 
month before, by its infolent attempt of 
feating the king on the fame level with the^r 
prefident. 

* Vide the Appendix, No, II. 
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The public attention was foon after cn# 
groffed by a violent decree, to deprive the . 
king's brothers, as emigrants, of their right 
of fucceeding to the throne, or even of being 
appointed regents of the kingdom, in cafe 
of a minority. The Abbe Fauchet^ about 
the fame time, diftinguiflied himfelf by an 
abfurd denunciation againfl M. de Leffart, 
minifter de Vinterieur. The animofity of 
the Jacobin party was the greater againft 
me, becaufe of the king's letter, of which I 
was known to be the author, and alfo be-* 
caufe I was the only minifter who refufed 
to have any communication with the com- 
mittees. They thought proper, however, 
to let the advantage which I had gained 
over the affembly be forgotten, and not 
to attack me till I had loft fome of my 
popularity, which I very foon did, through 
the injudicious zeal of the ariftocratic jour- 
nalifts, who greatly injured me by their ex- 
aggerated encomiums. 

At this time M. de Narbonne returned 
from his expedition to the frontiers. He 
had onlv b<;$a ^ fortnight abfent. All the 

n 3 world 
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wdrld waR lurprifed at the rzfidkj with 
which he had accomplifhed fo long a jour« 
bey in ifo fliort a time ; yet he gaTc as cir^ 
eumftaiitial an account of the ftate of the 
places and armies, as an infpedor could have 
given after a careful examination of fix 
month^^ g^ving^ , at the fame time, fuch a 
flattering reprefentation of the ftate of the 
army and forts, that his bf illiant report ex^ 
eited the moft lively enthiiflafm in the ai^ 
ferobly. At this period, when a war with 
the Emperor appeared almoft inevitable, a 
sninifter, who difplayed fo much activity, 
and feemed to poffefe fo many refources^ 
infpired the grcateft fecurity. This report 
being printed, and diftributed through the 
capital, raifed the popularity of M. de Nar-^ 
bonne and his credit in the affembly, to fuch 
a degree, that his friends began to think the 
war department a field too narrow for his^ 
talents. Prompted by his natural vanity, 
and by the counfels of Madame de Stael^r 
M. de Nafbonne demanded kn audience- of 
the queen, with whom he flattered* hifhfelf 
lie pofleifed mor&influencethailhe l}ad witE 
• .*- • r . » the 
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the king, who never appeared to have any 
tonfidence in hitti. Hi$ object in this au** 
tdience was to read a memorial to her tnz^ 
jefty, upon the a<aual ftate of France, and 
the critical pofition in which the king ftobd. 
After expatiating on the difficulty of re*- 
tftablifliing the king^s authority, and faving 
the ftate, he propofed, as the only remedy^ 
to place at the head of government, intjui- 
liiy of firft minifter, a man who, either by 
good fortune and addrefsj or by real merit, 
had acquired a reputation for abilities, wiC- 
dom, aftivity, &c. and who poffefled fuch a 
degree of popularity as to Overawe and direft 
the aflembly } one who, in addition to thefe 
advantages, poffefled an unfliakeii fidelity, 
an unbounded attachment to the king, and 
to all that concerned his majefty's intereft. 
Such a perfon being once found, the pre- 
fent emergency required that the king and 
queen fholild place an entire and exclufive 
confidence in him, but without allowing it 
to appear ; and that their majefties fhould 
devolve on him the power of forming a new 
adminiflration, and of naming to all the 
R 4 different 
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different employments the perfons he jud^ 
ed mod capable. 

" All this is very fine," faid the queeli, 

after having heard the memorial, *' but 

.unfortunately impra£ticable ; for where can 

• we find fuch an unparalleled and admirable 

perfen for a minifler ? And even if it were 

:pbflible to find fuch a one, the king could 

not give him all the powers you mention, 

'beciaufe, by the conflitution, his majefty 

has not the right of appointing a prime mi- 

niften He is obliged to name fix, each of 

Whom mufl have the full diredion in his 

own department." 

This objedion did not difconcert M. dc 
Narbotine. He was very certain, he faid, 
that the king might eafily prevail on the af- 
fembly to depart from the flridt letter of the 
conflitution, for the fake of getting fuch a 
jnan at the head of affairs. 

« Well," faid hqr majefty, "fuppofe the 

affembly to have this complaifance, ftill 1 afk^ 

where is the wonderful man to be found?" 

To this M. de Narbonne, with apparent 

confufion, and with the voice of modefty, 

anfwered, 
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anfwered, " that many people fuppofed that 
he himfelf, whether from nature, or educa- 
tion, or good fortune, or all three, nearly 
united all the qualities he had enumerated/* 

The queen, burfting into laughter, only 
faid thefe words, etes vousfou^ M. de Nar^ 
benne? After this, he exhaufted his elo- 
quence to convince her majefly, that what 
he propofed proceeded only from an excefs 
of zeal for the king's fervice ; and remark- 
ing that ihe ftill feemed t6 hold his propofal 
in contempt, he fell on his knees, and in- 
treated her, with tears|lto confider his con* 
dud with indulgence. 

The following day the queen gave me 
an account of this extraordinary fcene, in 
. the very words I have related it. 

It will readily be imagined, that M. dc 
Narbonne did not mention this ftep, nor its 
confequences, to any of his colleagues *. He 
always preferved, with them, that ftile of 
pleaFantry and eafy gaiety which character- 
ize him. He expreffcd a particular regard 

* The queen having defired me not to fpeak of thisi I did 
jQiot mention it to the other miniilers. 

. for 
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for me, and told me, that he greatly ap* 
proved of the condudl I had adopted with 
regard to the aflembly, and that he would 
be guided by no other advice than mine^ 
His intention might poffibly be fnicere, but 
Jie did not long pcrfevere in it ; for the very 
next day, having to demand an extraordi'^* 
nary fund from the aflembly, for the ex- 
penfe of the troops to be fent to St. Do^ 
mingo, he neither fpoke of it in the council 
nor to his colleagues ; but he propofed to 
the king to fign a letter, in which his ma- 
jefty fhould dema^ the neceflafy fund 
in bis own, name. M, de Narbonne's fea-*- 
(on for this was, that the conftitutional 
committee, not having decided upon the 
form in which the demand ought to be 
made, it was prudent not to renew the 
debate at prefent, as it wpuld only retard 
the expedition* The king did not doubt 
but that the meafure was concerted with the 
other minifters, yet he hefitated before he 
figned this letter ; and when he was pre^ 
vadled upon, he added a poftfcript^ in which 

he declared himfelf ftill of opinion, that the 

form 
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form adopted by the miaifter of maxine was 
conftitutionaL 

It would be diflicult to calculate the fatal 
eWed which this letter produced* It was 
confidered as a proof of w^aknefs and in- 
confiftency on the king's part, and of a want 
of unanimity among the minifters. From 
that time we began to be attacked with 
greater infoience- 

The decrees pronounced againft th« 
king's brothers had not entirely fatisfied 
the Jacobins, who governed the majority 
of the aflcmbly by their influence of 
threats: their rancour required another 
violent decree againft the emigrants, and 
the-dTeinbly Satisfied them in this point, by 
iffuing one, which not only exceeded its 
powers, but was even contrary to the fpirit 
4t)f the conftitution. This was fo evident, 
that after a minute difcuffion, the king's 
mimfters unanimoufly advifed him to re-» 
fufe his fanaion. But as the king had 
tteter yet employed this prerogative, the 
minifters were of opinion, that to prevent 
itji having a bad effect upon the public, and 

likewife 
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likewife that it might ftrike the affembljf 
with fome decree of awe; it would be pni-*^ 
flent to give to «this mcafure an unufual 
degree of folemnity, by ordering the re^ 
fufal of the fandion to be carried to the 
affembly in the form of a royal meflagei 
by all the minifters, whofe prefence would 
mark their unanimous agreement ; and the 
Garde des Sceauxj who fhould deliver the 
meflage^ might infert in his fpeech fome 
fentences, enforcing the wifdom and juftice 
of his majefty's motives for refufing his 
fandtion to the decree. 

The 1 2th of November being the day' 
fixed for the meffage of the king, all the 
minifters met at the houfe of the Garde des 
Sceaux^ that they might go together to the 
affembly j before we fet out, he called for 
and drank two large glaffes of water, i 
was afraid he was ill ; but on mentioning 
my apprehenfions, he anfwered, " No, it 
is only a precaution I take, every time I go 
to the affembly. The blood boils in my 
veins when I hear thefe fellows fpeak; an^ 
if I did not take fomething to cool myfelf, 

I fhould 
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I fliould get into a paflion, and be apt to 
tell them very difagreeable truths.'* 

"I hope," faidi, "all this water will 
only moderate the paflion, without weak* 
ening thofe truths you have to tell them, be 
they agreeable or not.'* 

** Fear not," replied he* 

The appearance of all the minifters, and a 
mtflage from the king, (the firft the aflem- 
bly had ever received, and of which the ob* 
jedt was entirely unknown,) excited a gene- 
ral and profound filence in the hall and in 
the tribunes. That of the tribunes could 
only be imputed to curiofity ; but in the 
iilence of the aflembly there was at lead as 
much uneafinefs as furprife. The Garde des 
Sceaux began by laying upon the table the 
different decrees which the king had fanc^ 
tioned, among which there weit two or 
three which the aflembly had expedied, for 
fome time, with a good deal of impatience. 
He terminated this firft part of his miflion 
by Informing the alTembly, that with re^ 
fpc€t to the decree againft the emigrants^ 
the king would examine it; which fignified, 

in 
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in conftitutional language, that the decree 
was refuied. He then drew from his 
podsxt the paper which contained his 
^coi^e. Unluckily the water ope- 
rated, at that moment, with fo much 
violence, that his colour forfook him, his 
hands trembled, and his voice failed him fo 
juucb, that he could hardly read. And 
what was ftill more unlucky, the firfl: 
pbf afe, inftead of relating to the fubje£i: of 
the meilage, mentioned the refuial of the 
iandlion. He was not permitted to proceed 
lardier. A general murmur arofe. AH 
the deputies fpoke at once. Every one in- 
fifted on being heard, but no filence was to 
be obtained. They all yociferoufly ex- 
claimed, *^ Mr. Le Prefident, we caiinot 
liften to this meflage." " This meflage is 
tmconftitutionaL" " It is the motives fot 
xefufing the fandion." " Call the minifter 
of juftice to order." " Mr. Le Prefident, 
the conftitution — ^" " Mr. Le Prefident^ 
allow me to make 9, motion of order.** 
This tumult lafted feven or eight minutes. 
The minifters waited the iffue of it ftanding. 
6 At 
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At length the prefident put it to the vote. 
Whether they fliould hear the meflage, or 
pafs to the order of th^ day. The Gar^ 
dcs SceauXy entirely difconcerted by this til-^ 
multuous . fcene, fat down with the other 
minifters^givifigupall hopes of behxg beard. 
To prevent fuch an unexpe<fied and ua-^ 
fortunate termination *of the bufinefs, I 
aflfed leave to fpeak* They r^fufed to hear 
me, and the motion for the order of th^ day 
was carried ; after which the preddent told 
me that I was now allowed to fpeak. \ 
Tofe and faid, that I now had nothing to 
iay ; but had I been heard before the lafi: 
motion was carried^ I ihould have infc^rmedi 
the aflembly, that the objeft of the kiing^a 
meflage was to acquaint them with the new 
meafures adopted by his majefty for fiop* 
ping the emigration. This renewed the 
tumult ; one party infifting on hearing the 
mefiage) and recalling thi^decree juft pro- 
nounced ; the other exclaiming for its ex^ 
fecution. But the miniflers remaining paf- 
iive, and the Garde des Sceauxj who ought 
to have reprefented to the affembly, that 

they 
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th€7 had no right, by the conftitation, to 
Tcfufc to hear any meflage from the king, 
being filent, the order of the day was. 
adopted. . 

The fingle fentence which I had pro- 
nounced on this occafion was incorrectly 
given in the Moniteur^ in which, after the 
words ^^ flopping the emigrations^ which I 
had actually pronounced, the editor of the 
paper added what I had not pronounced, 
namely, the words " of the officers of ma- 
fine^ I expoftulated againft this faKc ac^ 
count, in a letter which I caufed to be in- 
ferted in the fame Journal, and in which I 
affirmed, that I had not mentioned the of- 
ficers of marines ; and that as none of them 
bad deferted their pofts fince my entering 
the miniftry, there was no need of pro- 
pofing to the king any new meafure refped- 
ing them. It will appear in the fequd, 
what animofity this letter, innocent as it 
i*as, excited againft me* 
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domination of M. Cabier de Gerville. — Tbi 
minifters dine at bis botiji^ with Petion\ 
andfome oftbe merhbers oftbe municipality^. 
-'^Decree againji tbe pritfts. — T!be king 
rifufes bis fan6iion.\ — Denunciation agaitijl 
me. — l^be confequences oftbis qffair. — JElx^ 
puljion of Bonjour. 

CAhier de GERViLLt:, who ^Vas 
appointed minifter of home affairs^ 
in the place of M. de Leflart *, was for* 
ttieriy an advocate ih thii parliament of 
PariJ. Although his talents did not exceed 
medibcrit^', hfe was efteemed for his probity 
ftnd afliduity in bufmefs. He was then 
fubftitute bf the procureur de la commune^ 
and enjoyed great popularity* This coot 
fideration determined his friend, the Garde 
dts Sceauoc^ tt) pfdpofe his appointm«at| 
AS a means of rendering the king more 

f November 30, 1791. 

. yot. u 8 ' . popular^ 
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j{)opulan The efFeft of fuch temporizing; 
meafures, however agreeable for a fhort time, 
is feldom of durable utility. Theprcfcntftatc 
of affairs required boldnefs and intrepidity. 
The people generally place their confidence, 
particularly in times of revolution, in perfona 
who poffefs ftich qualities ; for which rea- 
fon, in popular affemblies, we conftantly 
find that the majority" declare in favour of 
the orator who has the beft lungs, and i& 
xnoft violent in his opinions. 

If the king had determined upon fomc 
vigorous meafure, it would certainly have 
been wife to have preceded it by an aft of 
popularity. But thefe multiplied concef^ 
fions, without any aft of vigour, wefe much 
more hurtful than ufefulj as the king ac- 
quired only a fhort-lived popularity, at the 
expence of dignity, andofthefmall remains 
of power he ftill pofleffed. 

A few days after M^C^hier de Gertille's 
appointment, he invited the minifters to 
dinner at his fnxall lodgings in the RueBeau^ 
bourg. Petion,. who had juft been eleded 
inayor of farTs, was alfo invited, with fomc 

•mgitttfers 
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ineti^bers of the municipality. The iditea^ 
tiori of the ne^ minifter was to affociate us 
in his popularity, or at leaft to prove to us, 
that what the Garde des Sccauoc had faid was 
not exaggerated. The mayor arid members 
of the municipality feemed to examine us 
minutely, and had reafon to be fatisfied with 
tour words and behaviour^ for we ihewedl 
them great ptolitenefs, and treated them as 
if they had been our companions. We 
jplayed at billiards with them, ^rid were al- 
ways ,of their opinion* I particularly fixed 
toy attention upon Petion^ fot the king and 
queen were J)rejudiced, at that time, in his 
favour, and had wiflied hirji to be eledied 
in preference to Mk de la Fayette^ when 
they ftc^d candidates for the mayoralty. 
As Petion and I were the ftrortgeft at bil- 
liards, t^e played feveral parties together, 
and I was for fome' time left alone with 
him. His countenance, which at firft fight 
appeared open and agreeable, upon a nearer 
examin^don, was infipid and devoid of ex« 
prefiion. His want of information and 
heavy elocution, meanly trivial or abfurdly 
s a bomb^ft, 
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boixlbafty made me confider him as a maA 
by no means dangerous. I even imagined, 
that by flattering his vanity or ambition, he 
might be rendered ufeful to the king. His 
conduct has proved how much I was dc<- 
ceived ; and I cannot, even at this diftancQ 
of time, tcRcCt without pain on my hav* 
ing been deceived by fo filly a* knave. 

The affembly, whofe credit feemed ever 
fupported by ads of violence, had pafTed a 
decree, enjoiging the unconftitutional prieils 
(o take a new oath, or to quit the kingdom. 
The bifliqpSj then at Paris, were convinced 
that the king^ who had already manifefted 
^e dcepeft regret for having fanCkioned 
former decrees againft the clergy, would be 
bappy to have motives and means for re- 
fufmg that one. They therefore determined 
to draw up a memorial againfl it^ and ap- 
plied to me to prefent it to his majefty. I 
had a private correfpondence with . the 
biftxop of Ufes on this fubjed ; for at that 
time a^minifter could have no pablic com- 
munication with a bifhop, without awak- 
ening fufpicion againft himfclf. 

The 
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The king appeared much affefked by thig 
memorial, and faid to me, with the energy 
ivhich he ever (hewed in the caufe of reli- 
gion, *• They may be affured I never will 
landion it : but the difficulty is to know 
whether I ought fimply to refufe my aflent, 
and to affign the motives of my rcfufal, or 
to temporize, on account of the prefcnf 
circumftances. Endeavour," continued hq, 
*' to diicover the opinion of your colleague?, 
before the fubjed is mentioned in the coun^- 
cii/' I remarked to the king, that he was 
not, by the conftitution, obliged to affign thp 
motives of his refusal ; and that^ although 
the aflembly ought to be pleafed to fee hi$ 
majefty give up that important prerogative^ 
it was fo ill difpofed, that it might rdfufe to 
liften to his motives, and might even re- 
pro;ich him with this "breach of the confti*. 
tudon, as if it were a violation of his oath ; 
that to temporize wa% only a difplay of 
weaknefs, and would encourage the aflem^ 
Wy to become ftill more enterprifrng j and 
befides that, a fimple negative was at once 
jaore fure and more proper^ The affair 

s :; was 
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was difeuffcd the day after, in a committee 
of the minifters, and the indifpenfable ncN 
(cflity of a ncgatiyc was acknowledged 
by all. 

At the following couneil, this meafurc 
was propofed to the king, whto adopted 
it, with extreme fatisfadion* But this 
interval of happinefs was intcqtipted 
by the propofal which the miiiifter of 
the home department made to him, of 
appointing conftitutipnal priefts to the 
queen^s chapel find his own, as the fureft 
means of lilencing the malecontents, and 
convincing the people of his fincere attachr 
ment to the conftitution, ♦' No, fir, no,^* 
laid the king, in a firm voice ; *' let no one 
ipcak to me upon this fubjed: ; fmce liberty 
of worfhip is made general, certainly I ought 
to enjoy it as well as others.'' 

.The warmth with which he pronounced 
thefe words aftonii];icd us, and filcnced M, 
Cahier de Gerville. 

The denunciation againft M. de Leflar^ 

was rejedted by the aflembly, after hearing 

his juflification, in fpite of the declamations 

6 ■ ' 9f 
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fef Briflbt and Coridprcet, the calumnies of 
the Abbe Fauchet, jand the wifties of Ma^ 
dame de Stael. That lady was defiroijs 
that M. de Narbonne (hould be appointed 
to the department of foreign affairs* So 
far from attempting to conceal this, ihe hadl 
the fincerity to own it to M. de Leflart 
himfelf» in a letter of four pages. In whicii 
flxe endeavoured to prove, " that hb ho* 
npur, the welfare of the ftate, and the king's 
Isterefl:, required hid refigning a place, 
which bis had health and his charader ren-^ 
4exed him unequal to, in circumfiancesr fo 
difficult^'' This letter was read in the mini* 
Aerial. cdmmitti?e*by M. de Leflart himfelf, 
\ The ftorm which had been fo long pre-^ 
paring againft me at length broke out, 
and Cavelicr, clerk of the office ©f ma-? 
rine at Breft, came forward as my accufert 
This roan, who was as great a knave as the 
revolution has produced, had nothing more 
urgent, upon his'firft arrival in Paris, than 
to come and pay fiis refpeds to me, and to 
demand a more advantageous place than 
that which he was then in, 

84 ^'Arq 
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** Are not ypu ^ deputy ?'* faid !• 

" Yes,'* replied he ; ^' but I do aot r<k 
gard that.'- 

^* But do you not regard the conftitution^ 
nisitherrfaidL 

*^ How do you mean?'* refumed he. 
... ^^ I mean, that you ought to know," re-^ 
turned I, ^ that the conftitution does hot 
-admit: of your filling a fuperior employ* 
ineht, until a certain time after the expira- 
tion of yojir deputation ; confequently you 
can no longer infift upon your demand, as 
I cannot grant' it without violating the con^ 
-ftitution/' 
; S^ You are very rigid, fu:,'? faid he. 

J* Npt at all J I am only faithful to my 
path," fjti.d I, and left him. 

Such w^s jny acfcufer ; and the pretence 
pf his denpnciatipn was the jiffertion which 
J'had inferted i|i the Moniteur^ concerning 
jhe piEcers pf the marine. But the real mor 
^ive was to ftop the refprms which I ha4 
announced pr prderisd. in, the principal de- 
partments of the adminiftration of the fea^ 
ports, where an immerife fyftegi of pilr 

laging, 
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laging, and all kinds of fraud exifted. It 
was therefore eafy for' Cavelier to excite 
againft me all who, like himfelf, profited 
by fuch abufes ; and accordingly memo- 
rials, fubfcribed by many names, fupport- 
ing his accufation, were fent from Breft and 
Toulon. Thofe employed at the port of 
Rochefort, however, had the firmnefs and 
the integrity to refill all the manoeuvres of 
Oivelier and the other Jacobins, for obtain- 
ing from them a memorial, in the fame 
ftrain with thofe of Brcft and Toulon. On 
the contrary, they tranfmitted to the king, 
to the aflTembly, and to myfelf, addrefles, 
in which they declared, *^ that having been 
ftrongly folicited to join my accufer, truth 
and juftice obliged them to acknowledge, 
that they had only praifes to beftow upoti 
the wifdora and adivity of my adminii* 
ftration.'^ 

The memorials which came from the 
ports of Breft and Toulon were fent to the 
committee of marine, as was that of Cave- 
iier, who was a member of that committee, 
and who caufed himfelf to be appointed 

reporter 
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reporter of the whole afiair. He was 
powerfully fcconded by MalaiEs and Rou- 
yer. The firft was primer to the ma- 
xine at Brefl^ and had accumulated zhorc 
.6oo>ooo livres, by the^abufcs which ex- 
ifted in that employment* , The fecond 
was a deputy from Nifmes^ as remarkable^ 
in the affembly, for the ftrength of hh 
voice, as for his audacity and ftapidity. 
The chief confidant of this man was one 
Efmenard, a journalift, who was the framcr 
of the motions which this noify deputy 
vociferated from the tribunes* 

This fame journalift waaalip known to 
me* He had folicited the office of comful^ 
and.confefled to me, that Rouyer's vicrlenc^ 
arofe from his hopes, that if I iho^ld be 
deprived of my office, it woujd be given tP 
a certain friend of his own, from whofe in-r 
fluence, as foon as he fhould be appointed 
minifter of the marine, Rouyer expelled to 
obtain the crofs of St. Louis, of which he 
was very ambitious, although he had never 
ferved ; and he alfo expected, by th^ 
lame influence, to get a coptr?i6t . for fur- 

nifliing. 



PRIVATE MEMOIRS- aS7 

mfhing provifions for the navy for a parti- 
icular company, who had ptomifed him a ^ 
reward of a hundred thoufand crowns^ in 
cafe he fucceeded. 

I was ftill fo much afFefted by the rude 
and indecent condufl of the aflembly to- 
wards M. du Portail, of the infolent calum- 
nies of the Abbe Fauchet, with refpeft tp 
M. de Leffart, and with the weaknefs which 
thofe minifters had ftiewn in their defence, 
that I ardently wifhed for an opportunity 
of cxpreffing my indignation againft thefe 
tcontemptible denunciators ; and I can fay 
with truth, that the acciifation of Caveliex 
gave me infinitely more pleafure than pain. 
My anfwer was foon ready. I went to the 
^ffemWy the 5 th of December, and pro-. * 
Bouncedy with the utmoft vehemence, a 
fdifcourfe, in which the following phrafes 
(addreffed, with a look of the moft profound 
t:6ntempt, to the Abbe Fauchet) were ge- 
nerally applauded : " I have waited with 
impatience, until a formal accufatipn againft 
myfelf (hould furnifli me with an opportu- 
pity of fnbmitting to the wifdom and to the 

juftice 
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j«fticc of the national affcmbly fomc f& 
fleftions, to induce them to receive with 
<ircumfpedlion the perpetual accufations, fo 
often unfoundedly renewed, againft the 
principal agent$ of the executive power. 
It belongs, gentlemen, to your dignity, tb 
prove to all France, that this augufl tcmpte 
of liberty is not a poft from which the en- 
venomed arrows of calumny can with im* 
punity be darted againft innocence, and the 
beft friends of the country, A denuncia^- 
tion founded upon truth is a duty, when 
it can be ufeful to the public ; but calumny 
is a crime which ftiould ever be purfued by 
the vengeance of the laws, wherever it feek^ 
refuge* The privilege of wounding the 
perfon, or attacking the life of a citizen^ 
ihould belong to no one. But if this horrid 
privilege were allowed to exift, its moft 
criminal abufe would be to dire£t it againft 
thofe employed in the public fervice, be* 
caufe it would oblige them to confume, in 
their own defence, that time which they 
owe to their country. In fhort, gentlemen^ 
|t is the imeii^ft of the cQuftitution, and of 

its 
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hs trueft friends, that it ihould be executed. 
To the king is entrufted the important cayc 
©f watching over it. The miniftcrs are his 
chief agents, and. they ought ever to be 
treated with becoming refpecl* To con- 
nive at any attack againft the dignity of their 
charaders, is to weaken the fprings of go- 
vernment, and tends to deftroy the autho- 
rity of the national reprefeatation itfel£ 
Neverthelefs, if the numerous enemies, 
which the ftri£t execution of our duty to 
the public may raife againft us, ^kpedt to 
overcome our zeal by their calumnies, they 
will be difappointed ; for I will take upon 
me to declare, in the name of all my col- 
leagues, that we confider fuch attacks, from 
fuch a quarter, as honourable for us, and of 
courfe they will rather, animate than depiefs 



our exertions/* 



The marine committee, puzzled to refute 
the proofs I had brought^ and the fads I 
had eftablifhed, in my defence, did not 
prefent their report of the accufation againft 
me till the end of February, though the de- 
nunciation had been made in the month 

of 
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of November. After the report was reatf 
in th« ailembly^ Gavelier^ « and five othem 
of the committee, propofed a decree of ac-* 
cufation againftme; but this was unam-«» 
moufly rejcded* They then propofed, that 
I fhould be declared to have loft the confi-^ 
dence of the nation ; but this alfo was re* 
jefted, by a majority of two-thirds of th* 
members* They^ then demanded the appel 
nominal ; and as it was paft twelve at nighty 
many of the deputies, convinced I fhould 
ftill have a fufEcient majority, retired. 
There was, in fadt, a majority, but of fif-^ 
teen only. On the following morning, at 
the opening of the affembly, when there 
were only two hundred members prefent, a 
decree was propofed and paffed, to prefent 
a memorial to the king, containing the 
caufes of the affembly *s difTatisfaCtion with 
me; and M. Herault de Sechelles was 
mean enough to undertake to draw up this 
memorial. The fuccefs of this mandeuvre 
was not yet fufficient for my enemies* 
There was hardly a day paffed, in which 
icOxiiplaiftts of my adminiflration did not 

arrive. 
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jBttrive, through their means, from the dif*. 
ferent fea-ports ; but thefe acculations were 
fo abfurd, and fo cafily refuted, that they 
did not give the fmallell uneafinefs, or 
caufe me to deviate a hair's-breadth from 
the lin^ ei condud I had traced for 
myfelt 

The following inftance, among many, Is 
a fpecimen of the means employed againft 
me : An officer, named d'Eftimauville, was 
recalled from India, upon account of a pri- 
ifate quarrd* Being, foon after his arrival 
in Paris, deftitute of money, he addreffed a 
xnemorial to me, demanding to be compre-* 
hended in the diftribution of a gratification 
granted by the aflembly to about twenty 
foldicrs, who had been fent back tp France 
from Pondicherry, by M. de Frefncs the 
governor, upon accouht of feditiou^ praci-* 
tices. The decree, granting this ihame- 
ful gratification, contained the names of 
f hofe who were to Ihare iti it I could not 
add the name of M^ d'Eflimauville to fuch 
4 lift, without difhonouring him and ex-^ 
pofing njyf€lf\ But his preffing neceffit/ 
wl^ , prevented 
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prevented him from weighing the motiva 
cf my refufal^ and he eomplained loudly 
of it as an a£k of harfhnefs and injuftice^ 
6ome time after, he fell Tick. The Jacobins 
being informed that there exifted an in** 
dividual l^ho had a complaint againft me^ 
made him be fought after every where^ 
Ono of their agents at laft difcovered his 
lodgings, in a miferable little chamber, to 
which he was confined by poverty as well 
Its ficknefs* The agent introduced himfelf^ 
and told him^ that a committee being in^ 
formed that he had caufe of complaint 
againft M« Bertrand, had deputed him to re^'^ 
ceive his depoiltion againft that minifter^ 
and, at the fame time, to give him the af« 
fiftahce of which he ftood fo much in need< 
The agent accompanied thefe words with 
«purie of gold, which he laid upon the 
table. This propofal awatkened ib the mind 
of M. d'Eftimauville the fetitiments of b<H 
nour natural to him. Ihdigiiknt at being 
thought capable of ferving as 2tn infttument 
of hatred to the Jacobins, he rejcfled theif 
jpurfe and turned their agent out of doors^ 

He 
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lie Hkewife gave a public account oi^ the 
iafiair^ in a letter to the prefident of the na- 
tional aflembly, which was inferted in fe« 
Veral journals *w 

This conduit) which wafe fo much the 
toiore commendable, as it was really dan^ 
gerous, interefted all perfons of honour in 
his favour, and procured him affiftance 
which he might accept without blufliing* 

This increafed the rage of the Jacobins 
iagainft me j but the more pains they took 
to difturb my tranquillity^ the more I a& 
fe£led to be at my eafe. My houfe was 
bpen to tjie beft company twice a week* I 
jgave frequent dinners, and fometimes con- 
certs, which began exadly at the hour of 
lh6 evening fitting of the aflembly j fo 
that my attention was engrofled by har*. 
toonious founds, at the very time when the 
hall of the aflembly refounded with violent 
declamations againfl me« Thefe declama- 
tions often origiiiated in my own ofl^ce, 
\^here I had^ unluckily, more than one 

* See the JournaU and Mercury of January and Febni* 

VOL, f» 0" • Jacobin i 
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Jacobin ; not to mention the clerk Bonjour, 
whofe expulfion would have been one of 
the firft a£ts of my adminiftratlon, if the 
king had not feared the confequences of 
fuch a ftqp. His majefty infilled upon hav- 
ing it deferred, until I could find the means 
of difiniffing him, without expofing myfelf 
to danger. With a view to this, I devifed 
a new plan of arrangemejit in mj office^ 
more oeconomical than the former,, in which 
the department of the.funds, of which Bon- 
jour was firft clerk, was entirely fuppreffed. 
At the fame time, I difcovered a piece of 
knavery committed by him, and, of which 
I had fufiicient proofs to have fubje£ked him 
to &ame and punifhment. 

My new plan of arrangement haviog 
been laid before the council, and figned by 
the king, I delayed the execution 9ntil 
Bonjour's accounts for December were ex- 
amined. When I had finifhed that hufinefe, 
I informed him of that part of the new^ 
plan in which he was. interefted The 
moment he underftood that his depsgt- 
jnent was fuppreffed, the moft violent io- 
6 dicatiipnft 
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ditations of. rage appeared In his counte- 
tiance. He was for fome time^ unable to 
fpeak ; but when he had regained the ufe 
of his tongue, he told me " that the king 
might, if he would, fupprefs his depart- 
ment, but that he could not deprive him of 
his fituation of firft clerk, becaufe he was 
the oldeft clerk in the marine office, and 
Jlhat he had decrees in his favour, which he 
knew how to make advantage of.'* 

*' I hope,'' anfwered I, calmly, *' that I 
alfo know how to make the king's orders be 
Executed, I fhall give you notice of them 
to-morrow morning, at nine o'clock. Don't 
fail to be at the office." 

The next day I went there, accompanied 
by two clerks, whom I forefaw I fliould 
(land in need of. I ordered him, in the 
king's name, to give up the titles, papers, 
and documents of his department, and the 
keys of all the clofets, prefles, and other re- 
pofitories of his papers. He anfwered, 
with more coolnefs than he had (hewn the 
preceding day, that he had confulted his 
frieitds, and lawyers very well informed 
T 2 , up<3*x 
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upon the fubjcflt, who hscd ill advifed hiill 
not t6 obey this order, and that he would 
ad: atcordingly. After having in vairl 
cndeavbured to make him hear feafoh, I 
drew up a formal account of his refufatl, de- 
firing him to didate, v and afterwards to 
fign his anfwers. This he did accordingly j 
after which, I ordered that a juftice of thci 
feftion fhould be brought diredlly, to tike 
an inventory of all his papers, and feal up 
Bis repofitories, atcbrding to the forms of 
law, and at the expence of Bonjour. Thii 
meafure, which bis friends, it is probable, 
had riot forefeen, difconcerted Mm greatly. 

" How, fir ? at my expence ?" cried he, 

** Yes, tradoubtedly, fin Don't imagine 
that the nation i^ to pay for your dif-» 
obedience." 

" If that is the cafe, thefe ar6 my papers 
and my keys. Take every thing," laid he< 

**No, fir," anfwered I, " I will take no- 
thing J but I will receive from you what- 
ever the orders of your fovereign fhall 
oblige you to put into my hands ;" and I 
received, aiccordingly, all that be had to 

give 
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give up ; and a lift was made, which he 
figned. 

- This bufinefs, which iafted two hours^ 
.being over, I produced my proofs againft 
him, and made him acknowledge the 
-writing before the two clerks^ whom I had 
brought wkh me« 

r ** You have made me/' faid I, " lofe a 
great deal of time ; and were I to treat you 
as you deferve, it fhould coft you dear. 
The firft ef thefe papers is a memorial of 
,yours to the Marechal de Caftries, by which 
you perfuaded him to grant to a contractor 
300^000 livres, who afked 600,000, under 
the falfe pretence that he was 600,000 lU 
vres in advance to government ; whilft 
the fecond, written in your own hand^ 
proves that you, at that time, knew govern^ 
roent to be 500,000 livres in advance to 
Jiim. He died, foon after, a bankrupt; 
and the government loft 800,000 livres 
^y your negligence or treachery. My me- 
/norial on this fubjedt is ready, which J 
yyill addrefs to the affembly, if you make 
jiny complaint about your difmiigon." 

T3 TJxi3 
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TKis was enough for tim ; and far from 
murmuring, I heard .that he every where 
applauded the new organization of the ma* 
rine. office j of which, the greatcft advan*- 
tage, in my eyes, was the removal of this 
worthlefs man. The fame day an afiair 
took place, which, although of lefs im- 
.portance, produced a very- good effedl in 
my office, and re-eftablifhed the fubordi^ 
nation which the frenzy of the revolution 
had confiderably weakened, 

A young clerk, who had obtained a place 
In the marine office, through the intereft of 
ene of the queen's waiting-women, came 
and complained to me, in a very cavalier 
manner, for not having fufficiently aug- 
mented his falary, although I had, in reality, 
very nearly doubled it. 

" If you are not fatisiied with the aug- 
mentation," faid I, without taking my eyes 
from the paper on which I was writing^ 
*^ to oblige you, I fhall reftore you to your . 
formter falary." 

' ^* You feem to be in jeft, but I am in 
carneft," faid he, very impertinently. 

" Very ^ 
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^^ Very well, fir," added I, " then I 
muft inform you that I am in earneft alfo ; 
and I now tell you, very ferioufly, to make 
ufe of another ftyle when you fpeak to me, 
for I wiH not permit you to continue 
that which you have ufed." 

** In what ftyle muft I fpeak. to y®u, fir? 
we atre all citizens. I am a free man, I 
hope." 

" Yes, fir, perfedly free ; fo entirely fo, 
that I now inform you, that you belong no 
more to this office : fo you are free to go 
where you pleafe ; for it is to be hoped that 
I may ufe the freedom of difmifling a 
clerk, with whom I am difTatisfied." 

He went out threatening me that he 
would have the queen informed. When I 
mentioned the affair to her majefty, ihe 
declared that fhe did not fo much as know 
him, having never before heard his name ; 
and that I had donti well in difmifling 
him. 

It was to fome fellows of this ftamp, and 

feveral of them in fimilar fituations, clerks 

T 4 and 
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"and fecretaries, that the greateft atrocities of 
the revolution are to be attributed. 

At the time that I turned ofF thefe two 
wprthlefs fellows, I had the misfortune tQ 
lofe the refpedable M. Malezieu, whom I 
regretted the more, as his death was bafT- 
tened by chagrin for the perfecutions, raifed 
againft me, which he thought had been .o<^ 
cafioned by the numbers of conges he ha4 
perfuaded me to grants I in vain afTured 
him that I had no caufe to reproach him, 
jTor I was ffttisfifd qf thejufticqof every aQ; 
|ie had ever propofed tp me. But the mor- 
tal blow was already ftruck, and he fell a 
prey to the delicacy and fcnfibility of bis 
|»ind. 
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CHAP, XIL 

Conjlitutlonal guards of the king. — Propofak 

to the king^ refpcSling the formation of bis 

boufebold. — The treafury Inform the king 

that they could no longer pay any part of 

the civil lijl in Jpecie. — My propofal to 

* the king for procuring bim money. — ^^5?- 

fubordination in the ports. — M. de Lajaille 

is ajffaffinated at BreJL^^My complaint to 

. the ajfemhly^ and to the Garde de? Sceaiix^ 

. en tbatfubjeSl. — ^ vifitfrom tbepreftdent 

. cf the marine committee. — The committee 

determine ppon a decree of accufation 

againfl me.-^I am cicquainted with this of 

midnight. — Shameful conduSl of the la- 

tendant de Marine at Bre/l. 

As Bonjour's treachery to M. de Fleurieu 
had not been punilhed^ but^ on the 
^contrary, h^d pbliged M. Thevenard to be 
more attentive ^tP him than he would other- 
wife have been, the expulfion of that clerk 
^a$ confidered as an a£t of remarkable 

boldne& 
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boldncfs. The king and queen, however, 
cxprefled their fatisfadlion. I was congra- 
tulated upon it as a vidory by many of my 
friends, and my other clerks thanked me 
for having freed them from the difgrace of 
having fo worthlefs an aflbciate. So much 
w^re all ideas of courage and energy loft, at 
this period, particularly in the minds of 
the minifters, that the (light merit of not 
idling as a coward was admired as h&- 
loifm. 

J A ihort time after the rifing of the firft 
afiembly, the king employed himfelf in 
forming a plan for raifing the eighteen hun- 
dred men, decreed by the conftitution for 
his houfehold troops. He deliberated long 
on the beft method of executing this. The 
neceflity of making great facrifices to po- 
pularity induced him to compofe this guard 
of officers and foldiers taken halt from the 
national guards, and half from the line : 
but by a miftake, of which the confequence« 
have been very fatal, inftead of choofing 
that half, which was to be taken from the 
* fiational guards, out of the body of national 

guards 
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guards of Paris, where it was of great im* 
portance that he fliould be popular, and 
where the charader of thofe chofen could 
be better known, his majefty was prevailed 
upon to allow a certain number to be named 
by each department of France. The cffe^ 
was, that thofe departments where men of 
worth prefided, fent very good men ; but 
ethers fent a fet of worthlefs fellows, whe, 
foon after their arrival at Paris, were re^ 
ceived in the Jacobin club, where they were 
prompted ta make daily accufations, ridi-^ 
culous in reality, but very fit to'excite th^ 
people againft their comrades of the kihg't 
guard, which at length brought about the 
fatal decree of the 30th of May, by which 
the whole body of the king's hqufehold 
troops were difraifled, and their com- 
mander, . the duke of BriiTac, accufed and 
lent prifoner to Orleans. 

The formation of thefe houfehold troops 
excited the moft lively jealoufy among the 
national guards at Paris. Continual dif^* 
putes occurred between the two corps, 
which would, certainly have occaiioned 

bloodfhed. 
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bloodfhed, had not the king ordained that 
they fliould' do;duty at the palace alter- 
nately J afluring them, at the fame time, 
that the higheft proof they could give him 
of their attachment would be to live ami- 
cably together. The new guard did every 
thing in their power to cement an union, 
fp neceflary to the fafety of the royal fa- 
mily : but it happened too often that fome 
pf the national guards, more envious or ir- 
ritable than the reft, complained that the 
king and qUeen fpoke oftener, and with 
more complacency, to the new guards than 
to them. The conftraint and vexation which 
their niajefties muft have fuffered, from 
^ofe defpicable difputes and quarrels^ may 
be eafily. conceived, 

. The emigration of the principal civil of- 
ficers of the houfehold made it be expedfc- 
^d, that the inftallation of the guards would 
be foUowed by a new civil arrangement in 
the couft.' It was fuppofed that the king, 
from a defire of conciliating the minds of 
the people, would form this eftabliftiinent 
in the moft popular manner. All thofe 
. . i perfons^ 



petfons, of the one fcx as well as the other, 
who flattered thetofelves with fome fituatiort 
in the houfehold, were continually teazlng 
the minifters to prevail on the king and 
queen to conclude that bufincfs, each of 
them hinting, that their, being appointed 
would give general fatisfadion, and greatly 
promote the king's popularity. 

Convinced, as I was, that the only per* 
manent popularity which the king could 
acquire muft^ifefrom a vigorous condu(9:, 
1 declined all interference in this affair : 
but the other miniflers infifted fo much 
Upon it in the council, that the king was at 
laft obliged to explain himfelf. He ex- 
prefled neither a great defire to complete his 
houfehold, nor an unwillingnefs, but only 
jobferved, that the thing appeared to him 
extremely delicate as well as diflScult. 

" I feel," f^id h?, ** that the queen can- 
not, without inconveniency, retain the 
wives of the emigrants about her, and I 
have already fpoken to her upo;i the fub* 
je£t : but it cannot be expefted that fhe is 
to form her fociety of Madame Petion, 
' ' Madame - 
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Madame G)nd(»'cet, and ^v^ftien of that 
%mpt With refpeS to myfelf, thofc 
whofe fervices were moft agreeable to me, 
have deferted me ;' and amongft thofe who 
remain, there are fome who are the tor- 
ment of my life: for inftance, there is 
Chauvelin, who is a fpy in my family, al- 
ways commenting upon what is faid, and 
giving a falfe account of all that paffes.** 

" Why, then, docs not your majefty dif- 
mifs him?'' faid L 

" From regard to his father^s memory,** 
anfwered his majefty. 

After the council was over, I propofed, 
that, lince M. dc Chauvelin a£ted in a man- 
ner fo reprehenfible, his majefty might dif- 
jnifs him diredly from his fervice; ex- 
plaining the motives in the letter by which 
he fignified to him his difmiftion ; and that 
if M. de Chauvelin fhould give himfelf any 
airs on the occafion, the king's letter might 
be publiflied in the newfpapers. But this 
ineafure was too fevere for the king ; and 
he foon after got rid of M. de Chauvelini 
by fending him as minifter plenipotentiary 

to 
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to England, under the diredlion of the 
. Abbe Perigord, bifhop of Autun, who was;, 
in reality, the confidential minifter, al^ 
though^ from particular circumftances, ht 
could not, with propriety, appear at the 
Britiih court. 

With regard to the houfehold eftablifli* 
ment, the king dexteroufly avoided giving 
a definitive anfwer, by ordering each of the 
minifters to draw up a feparate plan for the 
regulation of his houfe, and that of the 
queen J and alio a lift of the perfbns 
whom they judged proper to fill the dif^ 
fercnt places. 

The minifters agreed to poftpone this 
difcuffionj until almanacks could be pro- 
cured of the principal courts of Europe, 
from which they might form a plan for the 
new eftabliflxment ; and by this means the 
king gained time, which was his aim. 

The fund of the civil lift was divided 
into tweive equal payments, and placed in 
the cheft of M. Tourteau de Septeuil, who 
was at once the king's vaUt de cbambre and 
treafurer of the civil lift. Thefe payments 

were 
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xxrcre made in aifignats, except the fuin ot 
feventy-five thoufaiid livres^ which the king 
defired he might receive in i^ecie ; but at 
the end of November 1791, the commif<- 
ii6nets of the national treafury informed 
M. SepteuiU that upon account of the ex^ 
treme fcarcity of money, they cduld no 
longer give the above fum to hi& majefty in 
ipecie ; and that it mud in future be psdd 
inaffignats. 

The king rhehtiofaed this in council, and 
£tppeared much affeded at the thoughts that 
it would not be any longer in his power to 
pay, in fpecie, feveral expences foreign to 
his perfonal fervice^ which he was in ufe to 
draw from his private purfe. 

"1 can no longer,'* faid he, " have ten 
louis at my difpofal j for if it be difcovered 
that I endeavour to procure gold, I fliall be 
fufpedted of a projeft to efcape. Perhaps I. 
Ihall even be accufed of monopolizing the 
fpecie of the kingdom, with a view to dc^ 
preciate afligaats.*' 

I immediately took up my pen, and 
wrote the following note, which I put int^ 

th« 
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the king's handis, a moment befote the 
council broke ujp : 

*' I have a certain medns of procuring for 
the king, unknown to aiiy one, the fum his 
majefty ftands in heed of; And I beg fo re* 
ceive his orders on the fubjeO:/* 

After the council was over, the king ap* 
proached nie, and faid, with a fmile, ^' It ia 
well. Come and fpeak to me to-morrow 
taorning;.'* 

The next dayj on eritering the Jdng'i 
apartment, I read, in his countenance^ that 
my propofal pleafed him. His only un- 
eafinefs was, }iis fear of my being expofed 
to dangen Wh6n I had made him eafy on 
this point, he ^xpreiTed his fatisfadion for 
my zeal, and approved of the plan I pro- 
pofed for procuring the money. 

" It is not for myfelf I want it/' faid he> 
^^ for my expedces are paid in ailignats ; 
but it is for old fervants, whom I have al- 
ways paid in money ; alfo for charitable 
tifes, and to enable me occafionally to fur- 
jtiilb the queen and my fifter with a few 
louis, in exchange for their aflignats." 

VOt. u V B^orc 
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Before the end of December, t wa* 
happy ih having it in my power to inform 
the king that I had four thouf^nd louis d'or 
at his fervice. His majefty approved of 
my bringing them myfclf, to avoid having 
a third perfon in the confidence j and ao^ 
tordingly I vsrent to the palace fevejal 
mornings, vfith five hundred loisis in m^ 
pocket. 

, On oneofthofe occafions, I arrived juft 
as the king returned from mafs ; and only 
thinking of getting rid gf my load, I ' vrent 
iip to his ihajeRyi and begged his per- 
inifliori to follow him ; the king looked at 
me, and after a momeilt's hefitation, an- 
iwered, " Oui^ oui^ i)ene%^^ 

This anfwer was heard by fevcral perfons^ 
who were in the couheil chamber, who 
fmiledi and bowed their hedd to me in ^ 
complimentary manner, for which I could 
not guefs a ireafon. The marechal de No- 
ailles, who tfras prefent, faid to me^ tak:iiig 
me by the hand, " I congratulate you," 

** Upon what j M, le Marechal V^ replied h 

«*tTpcw 
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^ Upon the king's granting you the en^ 
iree into his chambw/* 

*' Why I €nter every day," returned I. 

" What, when the king is drefling T^ 

"No,"faidI; "but—" 

" Well," interrupted he, «in that cafe I 
repeat my congratulations ; for at this hour 
too one is admitted to the king, except the 
officers difa garde robe^ and a few particu- 
lar friends, to whom he grants the favour j 
which, once obtained, is always continued/' 

" If that be the cafe," faid I, " as I have 
to fpeak to the king, I will wait till he is 
dreffed." 

I accordingly did fo, in fpite of the mare- 
chal's advice to the contrary, that the king 
might not fuppofe that I took advantage 
of the fervicc I rendered him, to gain any 
favour whatever ; but when he was dreffed, 
and every body had left the apartment, I 
defired the chief valet de chambre to inform 
his majefty that I waited his orders. As 
foon as I entered, the king inquired what 
liad become of me, and told me that he 
imagined I was following him* I anfwered, 
U 2 that 
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that when I requefted an audience, I had 
not recolleded that it was the hour of hia 
toilette J but feeing his majcfty was going to 
drejTs, I chofe to wait until it was over. 

** What, are you afraid of the powder ?'" 
faid he, fmiKng. 

Without making any anfwer, I laid the 
louis on the table, and foon after withdrew. 

Meanwhile, in fpite of my e&ertions, in- 
fubordination and diforder made a rapid 
progrefs in the fea-ports, particularly at Breft, 
where the • intendant of marine, M. Beau- 
preau, being one of the principal members 
of the Jacobin club, regularly communi- 
cated to that fociety all the letters he receiv- 
ed from the minifter. » 

The nomination -of M. de la Jaille to the 
command of one of the veffels, deftined to 
carry fuccour to St. Domingo, occa- 
fioned great difturbances at Breft. That 
diftinguifhed officer was aflaulted by a 
mob of more than three thoufand per^ 
foas. He received feveral wounds, and 
ow;ed his life to the courage of an 
honeft and vigorous cbaircutier^ who inter*- 

pofed 
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pofed in his behalf; and by their mutual 
efforts they defended themfelves till the 
guard came and relieved them both. 

The municipality of Breft found no other 
meaixs of laving M. de la Jaille than that of 
throwing him into prifon, and giving hopes 
to the atrocious villains, who thirfted for 
his blood, that this ariftocrate would be 
brought to juftice ; for ariftocracy was the 
only crime that was laid to his charge. 

Upon the account which I gave in coun-? 
cil of this unhappy aflfair, it was decreed, 
that immediate orders fliould, be given to 
the municipality for the enlargement of M. 
de la Jaille, arid the profecution of the au-^ 
thors of the riot, which had taken place in 
open day, and of which all the inhabitants 
of Breft were witneffes. The king alfo de- 
fired to fee the brave cbaircutier who had 
faved M. de la Jaille's life, and ordered the 
minifter of the home department to write 
to him to come to Paris. A few days after 
this brave and'worthy fellow arrived, and 
dellred no other reward than the honour of 
being prefented to the king, His majefty 

u 3 gftV§ 
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gave him a very fine fabre, and a gold me* 
dal, upon which was engraved, *' Oven by 
the king to V Auverjeat^ chaircutier at Br^^ 
as a rewardfor the generous intrepidity with 
which he expofed bis life tpfave that of a 



citizenJ*^ 



The orders given by the minifter of jus- 
tice remained unexecuted* M. de la Jdlle 
was ftill in prifon, under pretence that his 
being fet at liberty would endanger hU 
life ; and the members of the tribunal of 
juftice, apprehending that the profecutiou 
of the rioters would occafion an attack 
againft themfelves, had not yet ventured 
to commence the procefs* I in vain repre-^ 
fented in council, and in the afTembly, that 
the impunity with which fuch crimes were 
committed was the motive upon which the 
bfl5ccrs of marine founded their refufal of 
taking any command. ' When I gave an ac- 
count of this fad in council, M. de Nar-? 
bonne took me up in the following terms : 
" Do all the officers refufe ? Am I to un- 
derftand, that if we had any uneafinefs with 
tefped to the difpofition of England^ and 

that 
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that I demanded a frigate of you, to cruife 
along our coaft, you could not fumifh it?'* 

" It is not frigates that we are in want 
of/' anfwpred I ; " but at this mpment I 
fhould be greatly at a Ipfs tp find an officer 
to command it," 

Ijonly mention this circumftance, becaufe 
of the interpretation which M, de Nar^ 
bonne afterwards put upon mj aafwer, a$ 
will hereafter appear. 

It was upon this fame occafion that I 
importuned the Garde des Sc^aux to take vi? 
gorous meafures againft the judges of Breft; 
namely, to punifh them, or at leaft difmif$ 
them, if they delayed any longer to render 
juftxce to M, de la Jaille. He anfwered, that 
in the prefent circumftances we muft ufe 
great circumfpe<9:ion and addrefs ; bccaufe, 
if we pretended to adhere ftridly tp the letr 
ter of the conftitjution, we A>o^l4 fpon find 
ourfelves gravelled, \ 

" I know nothing of that," faid I, ** nor 

will I enter into any difcuffion oh . that 

point J but this I do know perfectly, that 

we have no right to attempt to naodify or 

u 4 nevy 
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new conftrue the. conftitution ; our duty b 
to. endeavour to execute it prccifcly as it is, 
becaufe without this we can never make it be 
fully known and underftqod by the nation ; 
and therefore if there really is any gravel 
in the conftitution, the beft thing we can 
do is tq make it manifeft to the whole na- 
tion, that thofe who have a right may ap- 
ply the proper remedies, or make the necef- 
fary alterations. After each minifter has 
for fome time followed this plan in his own 
department, we may fome day go all to- 
gether to the national aflembly, and lay 
open our condudl before them, informing 
them of the efforts we have made to 
execute the conftitutipn literally ; and 
that notwithftanding our having ufed all 
the legal means in our power, we ftill 
had found fome infurmountable obftacle, 
from which it would be apparent that 
the execution of the conftitution was inb- 
poffible in fome cafes, and in others, that 
it would be perQicious. Depend upon it, •* 
continued I, ?' the affenibl^, or f^t leaft the 
nation at large^ would thank us for having 

madq 
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made this difcovery, and . confider us as 
worthy, upright roinifters, and ttue pa- 



. triots." 



V9 



*' Yes,'/ rejoined, thje Garde des Sceauxj 
*^ but by that means we ihall raife againft u;g ' 
all the conftitutionaiifts, the Jacobins, .the 
clubs, and we fliall have another revolut- 
tion, worfe perhaps than the prelent one. 

*' Another revolution we may Jhave,^ 
faid I ; " but one worfe than the prcfent is 
impoffible. Of this I am fo convinced, that 
I am, determined not to deviate one ftep 
from the .cpurf<^ that I have mentioned to 
you.'* 

In the firft difcourfc which I pronounced 
to the affembly in the end of Oftober 1791, 
I announced, that I would not begin the 
jexecution of the general plan, until all the 
decrees were paffed refpeflipg the particular 
laws by which, my adminiflration was to 
be regulated. The motive I alleged for 
this determination was the importance 
oi preventing the confufion and incon- 
veniencies attending an incomplete or* 
ganization| from creating any prejudice 

againft 
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agaittft the new regulations. . It could not 
•be^ doubted but that* this was the opinioa 
of the aflcmbly, after the applaufe which 
was. given to this part of my difcourfe. 

I waited with great tranquillity for the 
above* mentioned decrees, which the com- 
mittee of marine, folcly occupied in finding 
occafions to blame me, were never thinks 
ing of. They feemed to have entirely for- 
got the neceffity of fuch decrees. 

I always kept up the fame refervc with 
die committee, never going there, and 
avoiding all correfpondence with it ; and 
even when I received a letter from 
thence, which required any neceilary in^ 
formation, inftead of anfwering the prefix 
dent of the committee, I addreffed my ex* 
planation to the prcfident of the affembly, 
as if I gave it of my own accord, and tab- 
ing no notice of its being demanded by 
the committee. Thofe gentlemen were en- 
raged at this coadud, at the fame time they 
could not complain, as that would have 
been reproaching me for my too great fide- 
lity to the conftitution, They one day 

fent 
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fent their prefidcnt to me, upon an affair 
which greatly interefted them. He made 
himfelf be announced by the title of prefix- 
dent of the committee of marine. 

** I know no fuch perfon," faid I, aloud 
to the footman who announced him^ *' Do 
you know if the gentleman is a member of 
the affembly?" 

« Yes, fir." 

" Well, if that be the cafe, announce him 
by his name." 

This order was pundhially obeyed, and 
rather difconcerted the prefident, who was 
near enough to the door to hear what I faid* 

" You know, fir," faid I to him, "that 
the conftitution does not authorize us to 
have any communication with the com- 
mittees, confequently you canned be of. 
fended with my precifion upon this occa^ 
fion. You are a member of the aflembly ; 
in that quality my houfe is open to you^ 
and I fhall be always ready to attend to 
whatever you may have to communicate." 

" I imagined," faid he, " that as your 
colleagues — " 

"My 
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" My colleagues," interrupted I, " have 
undoubtedly good reafons for adking as they 
do, but for my own part, I have none to 
deviate from the conftitution : but I fhall be 
ready to attend to you with the fame atten- 
tion and intereft as if you were prefident of 
all the committees of the affembly/' 

" I came to fpeak to you, fir," faid he, , 
•* refpefting the various offers which have 
been made for provifions for the navy. I 
prefume you intend to finifli that bufinefs.'* 

" Not yet. It is much lefs prcffing than 
many others, becaufe there is already a 
board of commiffioners, to whom that bu- 
finefs is entrufted, who execute their duty 
very well." 

. " I mentioned this," refumed he, ^* only 
becaufe we are teazed at prefent with offers 
from various companies, defirous of that 
undertaking, and whofe propofals feem ad^ 
vantageous." 

*^ As that regards me only," faid I, " you 
may eafily get rid of their importunity, by 
fending them to me. With refpe£t to their 
propofals, when we are ready for deter-. 

mining. 
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mining, we fhall confider which is the moft 
advantageous : but this I am certain df al« 
ready, that feme are of a difgraceful na- ' 
ture, fome hints having been given very 
much refembling bribes : as allowing a 
confiderable fhare in the profits, without 
any advance of money, to fome of my 
friends or relations. I mention this, in the 
full convidion that you highly difapprovc 
of every thing of this kind ; and that if the 
fame infulting propofals had been made to 
any member of the affembly, they would 
have been rejedted with the fame indigna- 
tion that I have done." 

He appeared to me to deferve this com- 
pliment, for he really had the countenance 
of an honeft man: but I was far from having 
the fame opinion of all his colleagues, and 
particularly of the members of the marine 
committee. I ought, however, to acknow- 
ledge, that there were men of probity 
amongft them, who, without having any 
perfonal acquaintance with me, always took 
my part, and had the candour to convey to 

me 
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me all the intelligence which they believect 
could be of any ufe. 

Some time after, I was infof med^^ in the 
ihiddle of the nighi, that the account of my 
converfation with the prefident had greatly 
exafperated the majority of the committee 
againft me. They confidered my poft- 
poning the decifion on the various pro-« 
pofals abovermentioned as a proof of un-^ 
willingnefs to execute the confUtution, and 
of ail inclination to overturn the prefent 
fyftein of the marine department ; in con** 
fequence of which the committee had 
haftily agreed on the principal articles of a 
report, to be laid next day before the aflem-* 
bly, as the foundation of a decree^f accu« 
fation againft me. 

I too well knew the difpofitions of the 
aflembly, with regard to me, not to appr&« 
hend that this report would be agreed upoQ 
without my being heard ; and the decide 
of accufation once pafled, it would have 
been diflScult to have obtained the revoca-* 
tion. It was therefore more prudent to 
6 prevent 
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|)revcnt ih^ report from being made ; and 
I gained this point by eafy means. I im-. 
mediately wrote a letter to the prefident of 
theaffemblyj.in which I complained bitterljf 
that none of the decrees were paffed which 
I flood in need of, to terminate the forma* 
tion of the marine department, although I 
had given a fketch of thofe decrees in my; 
iflifcourfe pronounced laft Odtober, and that^ 
the aflembly had acknowledged the neceCr 
fity of paffing them, before the new regula- 
tions of the marine department could be 
made ; and I expreffed "myfelf particularly 
ixurt, as.thofe who were unacquainted witl^ 
this .circiimftarice would impute the delay 
given to the meafures entirely to my want 
of diligence. 

This letter, which was read in the af* 
fembly at the moment when the committee 
bf marine were going to make the report^ 
In order to found the decree of accufatioa 
againft me, entirely difconcerted the orator* 
and hi^ adherents. Their declamations, 
sffkd thd fteps they had taken to infure the 
/ : majority , 
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majority of votes were rendered thoroughly 
ridiculous. 

They revenged themfelves a few days 
' after, by having it decreed, that whereas thd 
reading of letters from the minifters iil 
the afletobly oCcafiohed mUeh lofs of timej 
henceforth they (hould h6 laid before thd 
committee, which '\>»^oilld bhly give an ac-n 
toiivA of fuch as were of fufficierit cdnfe- 
quencie tb merit the attention of the aflerfibly. 

This decree, by which thfey flattered 
themfelves they fliould have the power of 
weakening or fuppreffing, at pleafure, our 
means of defence, gave me no uneafinefs, 
becaufe the minifters always retained the 
right of fpeaking in the aflembly, by which 
I expeded to be able to repel the attacks 
made againft m^. 

This continual warfare Would bhly havi 
been an amufement to the minifters, if they 
had not been more fcrupulous than theiif 
enemies in the means of defence they em-*' 
ployed : but the pradice peculiar to thd^ 
Jacobins, of purfuing^ without hefit^tion^ 

ike 
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the moft criminal paths, when heceflary to 
'gain their end, igave them an iadvantage 
which men bf principle had no means of 
fefifting. 

" You hav6 hothinig Ito ifear from the 
ariftocrateS, ** faid Mirabeau, one dky, to 
his adherents;*' they neither pillage, burn, 
nor aflkfliiiate. What, then, can they do 
iigainft you ? Let them gb bn with their 
declamations ; their fate is decided.'* ^ 

Mirabeau was certainly in the right. He 
might alfo :have added, that men bf jpro- 
bity would not permit their wbrft enemies 
to be aflafliria[t6d, even when it could hot 
be imputed to them, to have prbmbted or 
tountenanced the crime in any i72ij. 

This was what the Intiehdant of Breft 
experienced 6n a i?emarkable occafion, 
which I cannot pafs over in filettce. To- 
Ivards the end of the year 1791, at the time 
t>f the armament deftined to carry fuccour 
to St. Domingo, Redon de Beaupreau, In- 
tendant of Breft, fent me, according to cut- 
torn, a lift of perfons, whom he recom- 
mended as comms aux revues in the expe- 

VOL. I. X dition. 



3o6 PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 

4itipn« I was muck furprifed to find in 
this' lift the name of Bellanger, o|ie of the 
chiefs of the Jacobin club, who had figured 
in all the infurre£tions at Breft, and pro- 
moted the aflaffinations- Beaupreau him- 
felf, in the notes which he addrefled, fix 
. months before, to my pfedeceffor, bad al- 
ways reptefented this Bcllanget as a moft 
iitrocious character, whom he intended to 
turn out of his office, as foon as it could be 
done without danger, I did not heiitf^te to 
efface Bellanger's name from the lift of 
commis aux rei)ues ; and when I announced 
this to Beaupreau, I took care to let him 
know that jit tvas the note he fent to my 
predecefTot, of which I gave him the ex-* 
traift, which had determined me. . 

I had no doubt but that my letter would ^ 
throw Beaupreau.,ifito great embarMflVncnt, 
but I had no idea that it would,expofe hira 
to be aiTaffinated ; and I was furprifed^ by a 
letter 1 received from M. de Marigni, whd 
commanded the marine at Breft, and who 
had the goodnefs to tranfmit to me the 
humble and preffipg fupplications^ which 
6 Beaupreau 
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Beaupreau did not dare to fend me himfelf^ 
upon Bellanger's nanie being effaced from 
Iheliflw 

M* de Marigni informed me, that the life 
tdf Beaupireau was in my hands^ as Bellangef 
Would caufe him to.be aiGii&nated, as foon 
ias he was informed of my motive for re*» 
fiifrng to appoint him# And although M* 
de Marigni had been the objed of the In-* 
tendant's perfecution from the commence-* 
inent of the revolution^ he had the gene^i^ 
rofijty to intercede for his enemy, and fo« 
licit me to replace the name of Bellahger ia 
the lift. 

BeaupreaU alfb ertiJ)loyed in this niedia* 
lion M. Pouget, an ancient intendant of ma-^^ 
line, of great merit, in whom he knew t 
v» had much coftfidehce^ The letlef which 
J^aup^eau wrote to him upon this occa-* 
fion t^as full of proteftations of repentance 
for what he termed paft ei'rors, and affur^ . 
iances that he would condud himfelf better 
m future. Far from retracing his word 
Jrcfpeding Bellanger, he added, " that he 
was a monfter who deferved to be hanged : 
X 2 but 
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bul that he had included hiili in the lift of 
commis^ to get rid of him from Breft, where 
his patriotic frenzy occafioned the greateft 
diforder, and he was in hopes, that aboard 
whatever veffel he was employed, his con-^^ 
du£t would be fuch that he would be tofled 
into the fea/* 

I fhould certainly have been cxcufable irt 
adhering; to my firft determination of re- 
fufmg to put him again on the lifty how- 
ever fatal the confequences might have 
proved to Beaupreau ; and I might alfo have 
deprived this intendant of his place, for his 
prevarication in recommending a perfon to 
a confidential employment, whom he had 
denounced to the minifter, a few months 
before, as a wretch capable of every crime^ 
But as it was impoffible, at that period, to 
appoint a man of probity to his fltuation at 
Breft, without expofmg him tathe greateft 
danger, I preferred faving the life of Beau-' 
preau, although, in fo doing, 1 rifked my 
refponfibility, by approving the appoint-: 
ment of a villain like Bellanger* 
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CHAP. XIIL 

Badfuccefs of the loft naval promotion.^'-^Re'* 
Jignation of almoji all the officers.^^Tb^ 
Duke of Orleans accepts the rank ofadmi'- 
ral. — Sentiments be exprejfed to me upon 
the occafon. — He waits upon the king.-^^ 
He returns to the palace the Sunday foU 
lowin^y and is infulted. — The Count cTEf- 
taing accepts of the rank of admiral^ with 
reJlriElions. — His ridiculous demands and 
condudl. — T'he ddputy Rouyer prote£ls him. 
^^Letter of Rouyer to the king. — M. de 
Peynier^ after having accepted the new 
rank with which he .was invejled^ ^f^fi^ 
the command of the marine at Breft^ find 
gives in his refignation^ 

THE promotion made by M. Thevenard 
did not give fatisfadtion in the navy. 
I never expeiSted it would. How could it 
be imagined that brave officers, accuftomed 
to the refpedl of the failors, and to have 
their orders obeyed with fubmiiSion, fhould 

^ 3 ever \ 
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ever confent to become the iiiftruments of 
their own degradation? The profeffion 
which had been honoured by their talentsi 
and their courage had now nothing to offer 
but dangers without glory, and fervice 
without utility, fince difobedience and re- 
volt were not only tolerated, but encouraged 
and regarded as marks of patriotifm* Accord- 
ingly almofl: all the officers fent me their re- 
fignation, upon the receipt of my letter aur 
nouncing their promotion. The duke of 
Orleans and the count d'£fl:aing were 
amongft the few exceptions. 

Th? duke of Orleant was not fatisfied 
with writing to me that he had accepted 
the rank of admiral; he likcwife paid me 
a vifitj and, amongft otfier matters, he af- 
fured me, that he fet the higher value upon 
the favour which the Idng had conferred 
on him, becaufe it gave him the means of 
convincing hismajefty how much his fen- 
timents had been calumniated. This de- 
claration was made with an air of great 
opennefs and fmcerity, and accompanied 
witl^ the warmeft protf ftationa of loyalty. 

*'Iam 
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^^ I am very unfortunate/' faid he, " with- 
out deferving to be fo. A thoufand atto- 
cities have been laid to my charge, of which 
i am completely innocent. I have beett 
fuppofed guilty by many, merely becaufe I 
have difdained to enter into any juftifica- 
tion of myfelf from crimes, of which I have 
a real horror. You arc the firft minifter to 
whom I ever faid as much, becaufe you arc 
the only one whofe chara<Ser ever infpired 
me with confidence. You will jRxm have an 
opportunity of judging whether my condufl: 
gjveS the lie to my words. ■' 

He pronounced thefe laft words with a 
voice and manner which convinced me he 
meant them as an anfwer to the air of in- 
credulity with which I liftened to him^ I 
anfwered him, that I was fo much afraid of 
weakening the force of his exJprqflions, in 
reporting them to the king, as he defired I 
fhould, that I bagged of him to deliver 
them himfelf to his majefty, He replied, 
that it was*preqifely what he wifhed ; and 
that if he cpuld flatter himfelf that tlie king 
% 4 would 



3ia PRIVATE MJEMQIRS, 

/would receive hiiii, he would go to the couit 
next day. 

I gave his majefty an account, the fam? 
evening at the council, pf the vifit I had re- 
ceived from the duke of Qrleans, and all 
that had puffed ; adding, that I could not 
help being convinced of the lincerity of his 
profcffions. The king refolved to rcceiv? 
him, and the following day had a cpnyer- 
fation with him pf more than half an hour, 
with which his majefty appeared to be wdl 
fatisfied. 

I am of your opinion," faid he to ine, 
that he returns to us with fincerity, and 
that he will do all that depends on him to re- 
pair the rnifchiefs which have been com- 
mitted in his name, and in which, very 
poffibly, he has not had fo great a fliare as 
"we have fufpe£ted/^ 

. The foUpwing Sunday the duke of Or- 
leans came to the king's levee, where he 
met with the mpft mortifying reception 
from the courtiers, who were .ignorant of 
what had paffed, and from the royalifts, 

who 
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who ufually came on that day to pay 
tjieir comt to the royal family. They 
prefied round him, treading defignedly upon 
Jiis toes, and puftiing him towards the door. 
When he went into the queen's apartment^ 
where the cloth was already laid, as foon as 
he appeared, they cried out on every fide, 
^* let n^obody approach the difhes j" infmu- 
ating that he might throw poifon into 
them. 

The iafultiag murmurs which hisprc- 
fcnce excited, forced him to retire without 
Jiaving feen any of thp royal family. H9 
-jvas purfued to the top pf tlys flairs j and 
as he was going dowQ, £bme fpit over 
|he ftaircafe upon him. He Ijiaflened 
out, filled with rage and indigpation, 
and coi^vinced th^t tli^ jking ^nd queea 
were the authors of thefe outrages, of which 
they were not only ignorant, but extremely 
poncerned when they were informed of 
them. From that moment the duke of Or- 
leans conceived implacable hatred, and 
vowed vengeance againft the king and 
queen. He kept this oath but too well. I 

happened 
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happened to be at court that day, and was 
an eye-witnefa to the fcene I have juft re- 
lated. 

Upon the count d'Eftaing^s appointment 
to the rank of admiral, he wrote me a letter 
of eight pages, expreffed in fuch ambiguous 
terms, that I fhould not have been able to 
comprehend it, if M. de Montmorin, whom 
he folicited to recommend his requeft to me, 
had not explained it more clearly* I per- 
ceived that he was very well pleafed to be 
admiral, but that he objeflied to being fo 
upon the fame footing with others j and he 
wifhed that a new place, under the title of 
admiral extraordinary^ fhould be created for 
him; afferting, that fomething of the fame 
kind had been done when he obtained the 
rank of chief of a fquadron. He defired 
alfo to have it exprefsly afcertained, that his 
rank of admiral was not to be an obftrudtion 
to his attaining that of Marcckalde France,. 
I anfwcred him, that the duke of Orleans 
being as yet the only admiral, and even the 
only ofl5cer of the marine, who had accepted 
of the rank with which he was invefted, J 
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could not well propofe to the aflembly to 
create a place of admiral ekttaordinary, un- 
til all the ordinary admirals had accepted 
their commifficns* This reafon did not fa- 
tisfy him. He had, he faid, very good 
friends in the aflembly, and particularly in 
the committee of marine, and he wis cer- 
tain, that if I would lay his requeft before 
them, it would be granted. I advifed him 
to draw it up in the form of a memorial. I 
confented even to receive it, and to fend it 
to the aflembly, but without adding any 
obfervation of my owil. I was informed, a 
few days after, that the principal perfon on 
whofe influence he relied, in the committee 
of marine, was precifely that Rouyer, who 
was the moft violent of all my antagonifts, 
and, fortunately for me, the moft foolifh* 
The count d'Eftaing went almoft every day 
to the houfe of this man, fometimes waiting" 
two whole hours in his antichamberj and 
he never addreflfed him by any other name 
than *^ my dear captain,'* either when he 
fpoke or wrote to him, although he never 
had ferved in that rank. This he probably did 

with 
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with the view of appearing to favour Rou- 
yer's pretenfions to the crofs of St. Lewis*. 

I was informed of thcfe circumftances by 
his clerk, who tolcl me, at the fame time, 
that the man's ambition was no longer li^ 
mited to the crofs of St. Lewis, but that he 
now afpired to the rank of firft minifter, 
and intended to make the propoial to the 
king by a letter, which he was to deliver 
himfelf, accompanied by two chevaliers of 
St. Lewi? ; aqd that he had been teafmg 
this fame tlerk, for a week pad, to com- 
pofe a letter for him ; and ftill infilled on 
it, in fpite of the man's expoflulation againfl 
fuch a defign. 

I was, on the contrgnry, of opinion, that 
it would be very advantageous to the king 
to be in pofTeffion of the means of expofing 

* Rouyer took care to make himfelf named, by the marine 
committee, " Reporter of M. d'Eftaing's demand," and 
pronounced a very emphatic difcourfe in his favour, on the ' 
6th of March 1 792*, to the affembly ; in confequence of 
which it waa decreed that M. d*Eftaing might aft as admi- 
ral, without preventing him from obtaining his rank in the 
army, but on condition that he fhould receive only the emo* 
tiimeataof the fituation which he aflually did occupy. 

a knave 
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a knave of this kind ; therefore I advifed 
the clerk not to defer writing the letter any . 
longer, and to make it extravagant and ri- 
diculous, but at the fame time ill fuch a ftile 
as would impofe lipon Rouyer, and prevent 
him from feeing the end intended. Nd- 
thing was cafier. The clerk afterwards 
ihewed me a rough iketch of the letter, 
with which I was, upon the whole, very 
well pleafed. The few alterations I fug- 
gefted were foon made, and I demanded, as 
a proof of zeal, which might be ufeful to 
the clerk, that he would give me a copy of 
the letter, as foon as Rouyer had determined 
to write it. The clerk brought me the 
copy next day, telling me, at the fame time, 
that Rouyer was fo enchanted with the let- 
ter, that he already fancied himfelf firft mi- 
nifter J and that he was now in fearch of 
two chevaliers of St. Lewis to accompany 
liim, when hh went to pr^fent the letter to 
the king, " and to warrant, by their pre-^ 
fence, that he was capable oi performing all 
that he bad promifed to his majejly^ This 
fentence, which was at the end of the ori- 
ginal 
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^inal letter, was not inferted in that whictk 
was delivered to the king on the 17th ot 
March x 792, and afterwards found in lh6 
iron cabinet^ becaufe Rouyer was forced t6 
fupprefs it, after having fought invain^fot 
the fpace of two months, for two cheValieri 
of St. Lewis to accompany him. 

Before the king received the letter fent 
byRouyer, therefore, he was perfedly ac* 
quainted with the contents, by means of the 
copy that I had ihewn him, which had 
amufed him very much% 

This performance is fo vef y curious, that 
I cannot avoid inferting it Here it is, esl:- 
adly as it was printed In the king's procel^^ 
la the third collection, page 104% 

Letter from Rouyer to the King^ 

^*Sire, 

*^ A citizen, invefled by the people with 
the painful and glorious power of giving 
them laws, and of watching over their hap- 
j)inefs, tequefts your attention upon the 
prefent ftate of the kingdom^ and defires to 

propofe 
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propoie to you the means of infuring its 
glory apd felicity. Deeply imprefled with 
the evils which rend my country, I oyght 
alfo to count up its innumerable refources* 
I have probed its wounds, and calculated its 
forces I have compared all, examined all, 
and I have forefeen all. I can now an- 
nounce to your majefty, that upon you 
alone depends the execution of the laws, 
and confequently the fecurity of the empire. 
You can, in a word, hwl its wounds, diffi- 
pate its alarms, and annihilate its perils: you 
can reftore to France that peace which has 
fled, and that dignity which, ought to be* 
long to her* You can reftore to the throne 
that national love which is its only fecurity, 
and that luftre which is its due. 

*' Sire, in order to execute this noble de- 
fign, I only require the diredion of the 
means which the law entrufts with you, and 
to be empowered to employ the force which 
the conftitution has placed in your hands j 
and I offer my head in pledge of the fin- 
cerity of my ptomifcs, the wifdoq;i of 
my plans, and the certainty of fuccefs. 

Do 
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Do not imagine, lire, that zeal for public 
good has diftuf b^d my imagination, or that 
the illufiotis of felf-love make me ovef- 
rate my own powers : I am lure of pef-* 
toxmiti^fuccefsfuily what 1 undertake boldly. 
Permit me to efajoy the corifoHrig hope of 
reftoring yoUr happiiiefs (for your's de- 
pends upon that of the ftate). I know that 
Numerous bbftacles oppofe the exertion of 
public power, and combat, without ceafing, 
the benefits of the law. 1 fee every where 
fedition in adion, and authority hiding its 
head : anarchy elevating itfelf, and a go- 
vernment which dares not fupprefs it* 
Your minifters, fire, prefent this fatal pic-* 
ture too faften to your view: they tell you 
of the troubles, without explaining the 
caufes of them ; and if they ever conceived 
the idea of terminating them, theyhave al- 
ways been deterred by weak obflacles or ex-. 
aggerated dangers. But I know thefe dan- 
gers, and I fet them at defiance. Weaknefs 
can only calculate them, but genius over- 
comes them ; leaving it to hiftory to de- 
fcribp the dangers after they are annihilated. 

"This, 
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**This, fire, is the glorious labour to 
which I invite you, offering you, at the 
fame time^ the tribute of my courage, of my 
moral and phyfical powers, and of my pro- 
found refpe<3:. Receive the homage of a ci- 
tizen, who perhaps may have been falfely 
reprefented to you as a man of an ardent 
charader, an enemy to order and royalty, 
but whofe adions fhall every where pro- 
claim, that nature and honour have en- 
graven on his foul the love of his country 
;^nd of his king. 

** Sire, I ftill repeat to your majefty, that 
I engage to re-eftablifh, in two months, the 
royal authority, peace within the kingdom, 
Confideration without, and public felicity, if 
you condefcend to adopt the council which 
my^ zeal Ihall dictate to you. I defire not 
pomp, nor honours, nor any reward but the 
glory of faving my country. You can 
greatly contribute to it ; and I would wil- 
lingly think that you only require to be in- 
formed of the means. I fhall difcover them 
JO your majefty : I (hall reveal what your 
minifters congeal from you, or inform you 

TOUi. Y of 
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of what they are ignorant. You yourfelf 
fliall behold the ftate of your empire ; you 
fliall appreciate the men whom the law per- 
mits you to command ; you fliall hearthofc 
whom the people diftinguifla by their confi- 
dence ; and if you obferve the conduct which 
I fliall point out, you will find the fufpicions 
and alarms, which^have been fowed around 
you, diflipated by the love and refpeft of all 
Frenchmen. You will find the power whict 
the confl:itution gives you increafed by opi- 
nion, fupported by efteem, firmly eftablifti- 
ed by the confidence of all the citizens; and 
the queen, paitaking with your majefty in 
the fruits of general happinefs, will then 
feel, that the only pure felicity is that which 
arifes from benevolence and virtue. But 
this plan cannot be executed, unlefs your 
majefty is animated with the fincere defire 
of preferving together, in all its parts, the 
conftitutibn of the ftate. And if, in fpite of 
the outcry of fanatical priefts, the threats of 
emigrants, and tjie conduct of foreign 
princes, you are not abfolutely convinced of 
the ncceflity of braving this infignificant 

league 
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league which is forming againft us, I fhall 
be much furprifed ; becaufe, for my awa 
party fire, I am fo well convinced of our owit 
force and refources, that when I caft my 
eyes upon the enemies that menace us, they 
excite no other fentiment than that of pity* 

^* Raifed tp the elevation of liberty and 
equality, thofe coloflal divinities who tram- 
ple under foot all intrigues and all paflions, 
I extend my view over the courts of Eu- 
rope, and I am certain of having it in my 
power to force them to a peace, 

" Yes, fire, you may avoid a foreign war, 
or at lead reftore internal peace, by the fuc- 
cefs of our arms : you may render your 
authority more revered, more augqft^ more 
cxtenfive : you may become the . tutelary 
god of the French nation. Through you, 
religion will triumph over the indecent dif- 
fenfions which exift between the refradlory 
and the conftitutional priefts : through you, 
realbn and juftice fhall at laft penetrate the 
fouls of ariftocrats, and you will bring 
them back to the bofom of their country, 
y 2 difarmed 
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difarmcd by remorfe. I ihall filently en]af 
rtie fruits of my advice, and of your ftcength 
of mind. Happy in the gener^d bappinela, 
I fhall dired the public gratitude to yoti 
alone, and my heart (hall be fatisfied. The 
ambitious, who wifli to elevate the edifice of 
their own fortune upon the wreck of mo- 
tiarchy ; the hot-headed and extravagant j. 
who imagine that liberty can only be efta* 
blifhed upon broken feeptres ; all parties, 
^ail cabals fhall bend before the throne raifed 
upon the bafis of the conftitution* Popular 
aflemblies, whofe rife you were made to fear 
without foundation^ fhall then meet only to 
offer you their thanks and praife. 

** This, fire, is a faithful rcpreferitation 
cxT the change which you have it in your 
power to operate, by the means which I 
have unfolded, Diflrufl ought not to find 
a place in your heart, and make you reject 
.a faithful fubjed. Were I in the fame per- . 
plexing circumflances on the throne, where 
birth and the law has placed you, and if th^ 
fame fupport were offered me, no inward 

prejudice^ 
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prejudice, noi> malicious fuggeftion from^ 
without, no confideratioii whatever, fliould 
influence mc to rejefl: it, 

** I attend your majefty's decifiion with 
refpedful confidence. My conduft and 
my letter demand an examination. Let it 
be as fevere as reafon, and as impartial as 
juftice. But if it does not procure an an^? 
fwer, as I think that the fate of the ftate do 
pends upon it, permit me to fummon, i^ 
this extraordinary caufe,thofe whofe deareft 
ioater^ftit includes, and fubmit my letter ta 
thejudgmentof the French nation^ 

(Sigped) RouYER, Citoxen^^ 

)Ban8| March 17, 1792* 

A fpirit pf infubordination and revolt h^ 
manifei^d itfelf in all the principal fea^^ 
ports/ and on board many vefTels of war^ 
ever fincc tjie year 1789. Many officers 
had !(uirered outrage and perfonal infult 
from the failors; fo that the naval com« 
manders in general were djlgufted with the 
iervice; and I really imagined, that the 
duke of Orleans and the cpunt d'Eftaing 
y 3 woul4 
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would have been the only oflScers of high 
rank willing to ferve, while the navy was 
fubjected to the new regulations. I was 
therefore greatly furprifed when I received 
a letter from M. de Peynier, an officer of 
merit, who had formerly been chefd'efcadre^ 

informing me that he accepted, with all pot- 

•t 

fible gratitude, of the new rank to .which 
the king had promoted him. Some of this 
gentleman's friends, however, were per- 
fuaded that his acceptation of employment 
in the prcfcnt circumftances was entirely 
owing to his having lived, for a long time, 
at a remote caftle which belonged to him 
in the mountains of Bigorre, and to his 
being quite ignorant of the prefent ftate of 
the navy. They wifhed, therefore, that I 
fliould keep his acceptance fecret, until that 
was laid open to him. But as at this time 
I was accufed of retarding the nomination 
to employments in my department, on 
purpofe to fpread the opinion that it would 
be imppifible to fit out a fleet, or maintain a 
navy, according to the prefent eftabliih- 
ment, I did not choofe to let this opportu- 
nity 
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nity flip of proving the falfehood of fuch 
an opinion ; for which reafon I informed 
the council, that very day, of the letter I 
had received from M, de Peynier j and after 
having mentioned him to the king v\^ith the 
praife he merited, I propofed that he fhould 
be promoted to the immediate command at 
Breft, inftead of M. de la Grandiere, yrho 
had refufed it. This propofal was approved 
of by the whole council, but had no other 
cffe<a than to juftify me, in the eyes of the 
public, from the calumny above-mentioned ; 
for M. de Peynier having, no doubt, been 
informed of the adual ftate of the liavy, in 
the interval between his writing to me and 
receiving the letter from the king, not only 
refufed the command at Breft, but alfo re- . 
traded his acceptation of the place appoint- 
ed for him in the late promotion. 

In other circumftances, this conduft of 
M. de Peynier Xvould have been very cen- 
furable : but how can we blame officers, 
who have often fhewn their courage and 
zeal for the fervice of their king and coun- 
try, for refufing to expofe themfelves ufe- 
y 4 lefsly 
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lefsly to the danger of being infulted, andf 
even aflaffinated, by tholc very fdlors, 
vrhofc duty it was to refped and obey 
them ? Convinced as I was, and am ftill^ 
that the chief force of the French navy 
confifts in the talents of the officers, I 
thought it my duty to pay all poffible atten- 
tion to their perfonal fafety; and being 
likewife perfuaded that many of the officers 
would have given in their refignation, if 
their attendance had been rigoroufly infift- 
ed on, at a time when there was not an abfo« 
lute neceffity for it, and when the failors 
were in a ftate of mutiny, I wifhed to ufe 
' every means to quiet the minds of the latter 
in the firft place. I am ftill perfuaded that, 
fo far from being contrary to the oath I had 
fworn to be faithful to the conftitution, this 
condu£): was the only one I could adopt, 
conformable to the intereft of the ftatCi and^ 
of courfe, to true^patnotifmi 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Motives of the refolution which I took of 
writing down the difcourfcs I pronounced 
in the affembly. — A difcourfe which Ipro^ 
nounced upon the Ji ate of the colony of&U 
Domingo. — Eff^eSi which it produced^ 

TH E incorredt manner in which a feri- 
tence, which I had pronounced at the 
famous fitting of the loth of Odober, had 
been reported, and the denunciation to 
which 1 had been expofed, by publiftiing 
an explanation of that miflake, made me 
refolve tQ put into writing every difcourfe 
that I ihould afterwards make in the af- 
fembly, and to read it therefrom the manu- 
fcript By adhering ftridly to this refolu- 
tion, I have fuffered lefs than otherwife I 
might, from the extreme malevolence which 
prevailed ag^nft me. It happened to me, 
one day, that I went to the affembly with a 
difcourfe which had employed me part of 
6 the 
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the night, and which I had but juft finifh- 
ed ; fo that I had not time to write it out 
fair, and read it from the firft Iketch. It 
related to the difafters of St. Domingo. 
When I had pronounced it, the affembly 
decreed its being printed, and ordered me 
to leave it, I anfwered, that I could not, 
becaufe it was only a firft Iketch, and fo 
blotted, that nobody except myfelf could 
make it out ; but that I would fend a copy 
next day to the committee. One of the 
fecretaries obferved, that a copy might^be 
made out dire£tly by a clerk, and that it 
might be next day returned to me. I per- 
fifted in my refufal, in fpite of the mur- 
murs of the aifembly j giving, as an' ad- 
ditional reafon, that the king had not yet 
feen this difcourfe, and that it was my duty 
to fliew it to him as foon as poffible ; but 
that if they feared my making any altera- 
tions, they might mark the erafures and 
references. After having faid this, and 
ihewn my blotted minutes to the fecretary, 
who had come from his place to take them 
from me, I put it into my pocket very - 

deli- 
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deliberately, and then rofc up to withdraw. 
A general murmur and noife immediately 
took place in the affembly. 

" The minifter does not leave his dif* 
courfe," cried one. 

** He has put it in his pocket," faid an- 
other. 
. " He is canning it away," exclaimed s^ 
thiti 

** Yes, unqueftionably, I am carrying it 
away," faid I, with firmnefe, turning to 
thofe who were exclaiming,, **but it is 
with no delign to fupprefs it," 

The cry ceafed, and I went out. 

This difcourfe is connedcd with events 
of too important a nature to be omitted j I 
have therefore thought it abfolutely neceC* 
fary to infert it at large, as follows : 

** Gentlemen, I formerly gave you an 
account of the meafures taken by his ma- 
jelly for fending fuccpurs to the inhabitants 
pf St. Domingo, as foon as their calamities 
and dangers were known : thefe fuccours, 
infufficient of themfelves, depended for 
fiiccefs upon their celerity, only, and upon 

their 
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their being followed with far more import** 
ant aids. But before this could be ^eter-* 
mined upon it was neceflary to know ex- 
actly the true caufes of the difturbances 
which had brought about this great cataf^ 
trophe. I have negle£ted nothing to diC* 
tover them, becaufe this difcovery can alone 
dire£t the meafures calculated to prevent 
their recurrence. Some accufe the pro- 
prietors of intending to betray the iflandto 
the Englifli j * and/ they add, * that fincc 
the feudal fyftem is abolifhed in France, the 
planters juftly tremble for the deftruflion of 
the more barbarous tyranny which exifts in 
the colonies : they forefee that the claflic 
land of liberty and equality will countc-^ 
nance flavery no where; therefore they, 
wifh to break afunder all ties vnth it.' They 
quote in fupport ^f this, the inconfiderate 
fteps of fome individuals, and fome ipeeches 
made in moments of rage, by men, whofc 
|)a{Iions being ardent from living under a 
burning fun, they are the more eafily ex- 
aiperated by the flighteft contradidion, to 
which they haveb^en entirely unaccuftomed* 

[' Others^ 
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^* Others, on the contrary, imagine that 
the caufes of the evils are incendiary pub- 
lications, which are difperfed throughout 
the colonies with the dcfign of exciting the 
negroes to revolt, and the correfpondenceai 
which have for a long time been kept up 
between the mulattoes and a fociety of pre- 
tended philanthrtjpifts, whofe fyftem, they 
affert, is deftrudive of all colonial property* 
It may, indeed, be eafily conceived, that 
ever fince the firft eftablifhment of our 
colonies in the Weft Indies, a people of a 
humane and lil>eral way of thinking, and 
who always deferved to be free, have re- 
gretted that the advantages refulting from 
thofe eftablifliments depended on the flavery 
of a large portion of their fellow-creatures. 
This feeling of a generous nation, which 
does them the more honour, that it fprings 
fpontaneoiifly in their breaft without re- 
flexion, and which is even eftimable 
when it exceeds the bounds of prudence, 
muft influence all Frenchmen ; and a milder 
and more humane treatment of the negroes 
has been the confequence. 

^' The 
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** The refult of a fentiment fo natural 
and wife ftopped here : but the fpirit of 
philofophy, which in France was more* 
ambitiouSi determined to extend its con- 
quefts. It maintained, with all its powers 
of reafoning, the theory of a fentiment 
which it was perhaps enough to have felt. 
According to this fyftem, the colonies, thefe 
poifeflions, for which principles were difre- 
garded, and humanity fhed tears, were not 
acquifitions fo important as avarice be* 
lieved, but, on the contrary, were ruinous 
to the ftate which had the misfortime to 
pofFefs them. It was thought poilible to 
replace them by poffeffions nearer at hand^ 
in a climate of the fame temperature, fuch 
as Africa or the iflands in the Mediter- 
ranean, The day muft come, when it will 
be neceflary to abandon thefe diftant colo- 
nies, inhabited by planters, whofe ingrati- 
tude and infidelity. are already apparent, 
Thefe united confiderations made a volun- 
tary abandoning of thefe iflands feem only 
an anticipation of an event which is in- 
evitable, 

" Oiir 
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** Our wifer neighbours made fimilar 
calculations relative to their colonies in 
North America, and demonftratcd, hj the 
fums expended in maintaining them, that 
they were burdenfome : but thefe wife re- 
flexions only occurred after their colonies 
were loft. Befides, the colonies iri queftion 
were continental, and had no refemblance, 
except in their name, to the colonies of the 
American Archipelago. This cfiflference 
did not ftrike every mind; and when 
the interefts of commerce appeared to fa- 
vour the interefts of humanity, the number 
of philanthropifts was augmented by the 
addition of many, whofe fenfibility could 
only be excited by motives very different 
from thofe of philanthropy. 

" The proprietors of Weft India cftates 
aflert, that the fanguinary fcenes, of which 
t^iey are the victims, originate in the errors 
and fophiftry of the pretended philanthro- 
pifts. * Follaw,' fay they, * with attention 
the effedls of that zeal which firft propofed 
the total abolition of flavery, and the com- 
plete freedom of the negroes, and after- 
wards, 
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wards, under the pretence of moderation^ 
but in faft to haften their fchemes, only in- 
fifted upon the fuppreffion of the^^w/nar^/^; 
and laftly, by a more artful and ikilful ma- 
noeuvre, appeared to have confined the plan 
to changing the fate of the mulattoes, in or- 
der to ruin us with more certainty. Is it 
poflible to conceive that a fyftem, founded 
upon humanity, could produce fucli cruel 
cffedls? Does not the Jhiftory of thefe 
countries furnifh us witli an anecdote, 
which, by analogy and by comparifon^ 
would honour the moft delicate philantho- 
pifls I Was it not owing to the humane 
and pious Las Cafas, ihat America was 
filled with negroes? Was it not this vir- 

-tuous Spaniard, who, melted by the mifery. 
which his countrymen heaped upon the na- 

' tives, in compelling them to hard labour, 
flew to Africa to feek men who, already 
devoted to flavery,-might perform the tafk* 
without any aggravation of their mi- 
fery, and with only a change of their maf- 
ters ; and in a climate fimilar te their own, 
might replace the feeble Americans, v^rhot 

ynfit 
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unfit for fatigue, funk uader thfeir laboiu: 
and their chains? Although thid pidiis 
miffionary repented of the means, which his 
miftak^n humaftity fuggefted, it heverthe- 
lefs is true, that hi order to fave a few Cha- 
ribs who (urvived fo much wretchednefs,^ 
he devoted millions of individuals to flavery, 
by the avarice which the immenfe market 
for flaves excited in Africa. Let us fup- 
pofe that the modern philanthropifts are 
actuated by as pure motives, yet it would 
be no lefs true, that by attempting to abo- 
lifli the flavery of the blacks, they would 
reduce to mifery and defpair five or fix mil- 
lions of whites, who are their fellow-citi- 
zens, their friends, and their brothers, and 
would overthrow one of the fl:rongeft pil- 
lars of the power of the nation. It would 
be no lefs true, that they would not even 
effcGt the happinefs of thofe whom they 
wifh to ferve j for, in order to accompliftx 
this, it would be neceflary to have the con- 
currence of all thofe ftates who poflefs co- 
lonies ; and that the abolition of flavery 
ihould be the (imultaneous decree of all the 
voj,. I. z powers 
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powers who are interefted: and without 
this univerfal agreement, both m will and 
deed, which is fuppofed fo eafy to obtain, 
the colonies would gain nothing but the 
choice of a protedor, and the flaves the 
change of a maftef . The flaves may again 
fucceed, as has been the cafe alres^dy in 
many places, in murdering us, our families, 
and all whom they confider as their maf- 
ters, but the ejffed: will be merely to pro- 
cure them new mailers, much more cruel 
than us ) for in this veiTel, in this kind of 
immenfe galley, which fate has placed in 
the Atlantic ocean, and to the benches of 
which miftaken philanthropy leads the 
Africans, chaining them to the oars, the 
moft fuccefsful infurre£kions of the crew 
would only tend to embitter their lot-.* 
^^ Such, gentlemen, are the attacks and 
. defences which are employed by the plant- 
ers and their antagonifts. It is with a view 
to procure light to myfelf as a minifter thstt 
I have examined what the real caufes were 
which excited the commotions of St. Do^ 
mingo, in order to employ the moft ef- 

fedual 
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fedual means of quieting them, and pre- 
venting their return. 

" With regard to the accufatiott againft 
the proprietors, of intending to give thern^- 
felves up to the Englifh or to the Ameri- 
cans, I know nothing, and I have feen no- 
thing to make me fufped fo criminal a de-- 
iign. Befides, how was this to be effe&ed, 
by exciting the negroes to infurredion, by 
impelling them to ravage the whole coun- 
try ? In offering themfelvcs to a new fo 
vereign, why would they choofe to prefent 
only aheap of afhes and ruins ? With re- 
gard to the projefl: of their claiming inde- 
pendence, there is no fad to prove that 
they had fo extravagant a projedt. Their 
fituation, their weaknefs, and their very na*- 
ture amnounce, that to them dependence is 
a duty, and abfolutely neceffary. . They 
have even been accufed of intending to 
bring about a counter-revolution* Surely 
thofe who cannot credit the pofEbility of 
efiedlng a counter-revolution in France, 
muft confider the attempting it, at the dif- 
tanc^ of x8oo leagues from the mother 
Z 2 country, 
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country, as decidedly impoflible. It would 
excite ridicule, if the fpe£tacle of fo much 
mifery cduld permit the mind to receive 
any other impreflion but that of grief. 

** With regard to the accufation pointed 
againft the partizans of the freedom of the 
negroes, I cannot diffemble having dif- 
covered that this is far better founded. But 
whatever is the caufe of thefe difafters, by 
what means can they be repaired, and how 
can their return be prevented ? 

*' What is moft ufeful for us is ccrt^nly 
a knowledge of our true intereils, and oi 
our conimercial intercourfe with the colo- 
nies, as ignorance on thefe points haabeen 
the chief fource of our errors and our ca- 
lamities. Our fugar colonies fhould be 
coniidered as fo many manufadures, efta- 
blifhed at the diftance of eighteen hundred 
leagues from the mother country^ and the 
mother country as a company of capitalifts, 
who have defrayed the expences of theffe 
eftablifhments of agriculture and induftry, 
by originally founding them, by maintain- 
ing them, and by protecting them^ Evay 

indi- 
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individual in the mother country is a party 
in this important fpeculation. To fliare its 
benefits, it is only requifite to be born in 
France. All French citizens, yes, I fay all 
of them, are interefted in its profperity, al- 
though under different titles. Some as cul- 
tivators or proprietors of land. This clafe 
labour the ground, partly to furnifh nece£- 
(aries for thefe diftant confumers, and 
would be ruined without this important 
inarket for their crops. Others, being 
ikiUed in fome ingenious art, which is ex- 
ercifed for the fabrication of goods for the 
coloniesy which, without them, eould never 
be fold. Others, as merchants^ navigators; 
and coaftiiig traders, &c» form a third claiB, 
who are emplay^d in tranfporting the gooda 
of the two firft. Whatever fituation an in- 
cMvidual in thift company occupies, what- 
ever money or talent he brings to it, from 
the induflaious labourer ato the idle capi- 
talift, from the ingenious manufadurer to 
the crafty jobber, from the bold fpeculator 
to the timid annuitant, all are interefted in 
thcfe valuable poffeflions : even the calum- 
% 3 niator 
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viator himfelf fpreads his libels there vrlth 
profit. 

" In whatever manner thefe colonies are 
governed or managed, they preferve always 
their original character of an undertajdng 
founded by the nxother country, which 
alone is to receive the benefits or fu&r the 
lofies. Even at the time when govern- 
ment, unwifely, if you pleafe, granted the 
advantage of the exclufive trade of thefe 
colonies to certain companies, it only yield* 
ed to particular perfons the rights of all ; 
\}xit upon conditions which ought to have 
t>een beneficisd ^ all. It was a mine which 
was farmed by the ftate, inftead of being 
wrought by it. Perhaps, by this plan, the 
profits of the great company were dimi«' 
niflxed in favour of the fmall ones; I only 
mention this, to fliew that tiven in thefe 
monopolies the i;irhdlc nation wereintereft* 
ed in the produce t>f the coioni)eiB# 

" The expence which thefe eftabfiflii* 
ments have coft is certainly great ; but how 
caii we appreciate, by gold, or by numbers, 
the advantages which Europeans reap from 

their 
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their colonies ? Is this not feen in the en- 
dent incrcafe of population, the only cer- 
tain fign of public profperity ; a fign which 
infallibly demonftrates, at once, abundance 
of materials, and the neceffity for more 
hands ? (for men always increafe where 
provifions abound, and where there is a call 
for labour.) Is it not evident, that the ne- 
^ceffity of felling the produce to the mother 
country, and purchafing all that is wanted 
from it, is a fource of incalculable wealth ? 
If the colonies were confidered as provinces 
belonging to the empire, or as allied dates, 
this double monopoly muft appear both 
oppreffive and unjuft, as the commerce 
would be the moft difadvantageous, and the 
exchange the moft unequal, that was ever 
propofed between two parts of the fame 
empire, or between two different empires, 
in fa<a, the colonies aye compelled to pur- 
chafe all that they confumefrom us, which 
monopoly enables us to fell to them what 
they ftand in need of at a very high price ; 
^nd as they are likewife compelled to fell 
to us alone their produce, this enables us to 

z 4 procure. 
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procure, at a very moderate rate, not only 
what is wanted for the confumptiou of 
five-and-twenty millions of people, but 
likewife an immenfe overplus, which ia 
fold, for our benefit, to thofe nations who 
have no colonies. Can all thefe advan^. 
Cages be calculated by a feriea of figures, 
which, only expreffing quantities, csumot 
be applied but to inanimate obje£ts, which 
are fufceptible of addition and fubfhraiSion i 
The truths difcovered by this means arc 
more certain, in proportion as the fubjeft 
Js independent of others, abftraSed, and 
confidered only with relation to quantity. 
But when numbers are applied, to calcuT 
late, with exadnefs, national profperity^ 
l^bep they are applied to government, and 
to whatever unites men i^ fociety j they 
produce the moil abfurd ponclufions. This 
explains to us, befides, how the mofl ex*- 
^€t fcienc«s, when they venture out of the 
circle of fubjeds to which they are appUcat- 
ble, become, in the bands of the ambitious, 
the moft treacherous guides, bewildenng 

ynftead of illuminating the mind« 

I h^^t 
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'' I beg, gentlemen, that you will reflcft, 
'that the tendency of thofe errors is not fim- 
ply to retard the wheel of national fortune, 
but to force it into retrograde movement. 
Such would be the natural cffeA of con- 
demning into inactivity the millions of handa 
which are now employed in pufhing it for- 
ward. How calamitous would be the con- 
fequence* of cutting, at once, fo many of 
the cords as are thus flretched in drawing 
riches to the nation ! 

** When the nature of the colonics is pro- 
perly confidered, thenecefliiy becomes ap- 
parent of eftablifliing there a different kind 
of government from that which is adapted 
either to the whole of France, or to any 
one of its departments ; and this example 
ought not to be regarded as an exception 
from the other. You fee, now, what de- 
gree of wifdom was difplayed by the con- 
ftituent affembly, in leaving to your deci* 
fion the admiffion or refufal of the repre- 
fentatives of the colonies, who fhould be 
confidered as the reprefentatives of a cor- 
poration or maoufafture ! Every thing it 

explained 
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explained by examining them in this light : 
but if they are looked upon only as one of 
the ' ordinary portions of the empire, the 
immenfe fums which are gained by means 
of the monopoly mufl appear unjuft and 
burdenfome. The right of exaAing this 
wealth is founded upon our having inctured 
the original expence, and upon the intereft 
which is due for it. Thus, in fpite of the 
monopoly, our colonifts become richer in 
proportion to the quantity of their produte 
fold to us ; and thus the gradual augmenta- 
tion of their commerce increafmg, their need 
of our goods, their profperity, and that of 
their mother country, go hand in hand. 

" This reciprocity of exchange and of 
riches, fo advantageous to France, makes it 
a duty incumbent upon us, at this moment, 
to repair the difafter which has befallen one 
of our richeft eftablifhmcnts. The total 
lofsTuftained by St. Domingo is eftimated 
9l the fum of five or fix hundred millions, 
the produce of which would have annually 
loaded one hundred and fifty fliips of five 
hundred tons each. But this wpuftd, how- 
ever 
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ever deep, 'vfill be healed by the fecundity 
of the foil, and by the induftrious adivitjr 
of the inhabitants, if proper affiftance be 
granted them, under the title of loans; if 
commerce, enlightened as to her interefts, 
which are likewife the general interefts of 
the ftate> yields to the ^reflure of circum- 
fiances ; if flie gives time to her ruined cre- 
ditors ^ if ihe wifely fufpends her profits, 
in order to render them more certain an4 
durable ; and this is generoully engaged to 
be done, in the numerous addrefles which 
the merchants have prefented to the king ; 
and I have no fear in pledging myfelf for 
the exadl performance of this engagement. 
" The afliftance the beft adapted to 
the circumftances of the colonies, and 
which will moft fpeedily relieve their 
wants, is giving up to them all that is 
owing to us by the United States of Ame- 
rica. This mode of relief will at once ac- 
commodate the Americans and our plant^ 
ers. The firft can, upon reafonable terms, 
furnifli to the diftrefled planters thofe 

things 
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things which are moft urg^itly wanted, 
&ch as wood, provifions, draught horfeSy 
domeftic animals, and frames of houfes, 
which, fafhioned in the forefts of North 
America, may be put together in an in- 
ilant, and will replace, at a fmall expence, 
the ftone buildings which have been burnt 
ordeftroyed. 

♦* To what more ufeful purpofe can thofc 
fums be deftined, which a generous nation 
advanced to procure the independence of its 
allies, and which it feels already repaid with 
ufiiry, by the pleafure of feeing their pre* 
Tent independence ? What fight can be 
more delightful to true philofophy, than to 
fee the firft wealth acquired by liberty, re- 
pairing the evils occafioned by licentiouf» 
nefs? 

** It is of great moment, and his majefty 
will readily confent, as it is agreeable to the 
cohftitution, that it ihould be left entirely 
to the colony to regulate the diftribution 
and partition of this grant to thofe who 
have fuffered by fire and pillage ; and like* 

wifo 
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wife to levy a fuitable contribution upon 
thofe i¥hofe poOTeflions have been un« 
touched. 

** Meafures for future fecurity form the 
fecond and moft important clafs of fuc^ 
cours« 

*' The colonies, Ihefe .fourced of pro- 
fperity, were hardly known in Europe, 
when every ftate attempted to procure for 
themfelves their exdufive pofTeflion. Every 
fortification placed there was planned by 
this jealous fpirit : they were formed on the 
coafts, to oppofe invafions from without 
Why fhould they fortify the interior of the 
colony againfl enemies whom they never 
expected ? But melancholy experience 
convinces us that thefe are the moil to be 
dreaded. This muft neceflarily occafioti 
fome change in the fyftem of fortifications, 
which, befides, were infuflicient, and requhre 
to be aided by more powerful means. Thefe 
fortifications, ranged from diftance to dif- 
tance along the coaft, terrifying only in ap- 
pearance, as they are eafily avoided by the 
enemy, m^y be fupported by a number of 

little 



350 PRIVATE MEMOIRS- 

little redoubts, placed more interiorly, to 
prevent, in cafe of an infurreftion, the com- 
munication by the mountains. Thefe pofts, 
without being dangerous to liberty, will 
fupprefs licentioufnefs. 

*' The next confideration is, the efta- 
blifliment of colonial fufileers, better or-- 
ganized than the old militia of St. Domingo, 
and compoied entirely of proprietors ; the 
whole of whom, according to the example 
of the national guards, ihould be ready to 
march at the firft iignal, and a part only 
ihould perform regular adive fervice. Se- 
condly, Police laws are wanted to be exe- 
cuted with prudence and firmnefs, compre- 
hending men of all clalTes ^nd colours. 
Thirdly, A complete code of laws, to excite 
confidence in all towards the colonial pro-^ 
prietors, who are bom the adminiftrators 
of thefe eftablilhments j and at the fame 
time to give the protection which is due to 
the men who cultivate the ground, preferve. 
them from being treated with capricious, 
cxceffive,or ufelefs rigour, and which would 
prevent or punlfh infurrei^ions, as well as 

thofc 
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thofe abufes of authority which occafion 
them, ' Fourthly, New regulations are re- 
quired relative to the flave trade, to prevent 
its various abufes, that thofe forrowful an4 
unhappy victims of our political interefls 
may not be rendered alfo the vidims of the 
cruelty of individuals ; and obliged to groan, 
not only under thofe evils which^ are be- 
come neceffary to prevent greater, but like- 
wife under the cruelties of fordid oeconomy 
or avarice. 

^* Such are the meafures which the king 
charges me to propofe to you, and which 
you, with wifdom, will deliberate upon. Let 
us do homage to true philanthropy. It is 
only by its abufes^ and by falfe applications^ 
that thofe fatal efiedls, of which it is ac- 
cufed, can take phice. It Was owing to the 
moving folicitations and perfeverancc of 
fome friends of humanity in England that 
two bills, relative to the flave trade, were 
carried in parliament. They ameliorate 
the fate of the negroes, they limit the num-* 
ber which each flave fhip is to contain, and 
command that which even a more enlight- 
' 6 ened 
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ened avarice might have prompted. A 
people, whofe natural fenfibility is fuperior 
to fuch laws, will undoubtedly ftrive to fur- 
, pafs them, by inftituting milder and«more 
humane ones. If, in addition to the mea^ 
fures I have propofed, you likewife fend a 
body of troops to guard the different forti- 
fied pofts, perhaps you will find it ufefiil 
never to leave the fame corps longer than 
two or three years, on account of the cli- 
mate, which a long refidence renders fatal, 
and whofe influence tends to relax military 
difcipline. Perhaps, likewife, the danger 
of fending a great part of the army acrofi 
the feas, every three years in fucceilion, 
will induce you to adopt other meafures 
which circumftances may fuggeft. 

" With regard to external defences, th^ 
fortifications which are heft adapted to the 
colonies are fquadrons of ibips conftantly 
Rationed there, and a number of veffels 
perpetually cruifing. TTiefe are the cita- 
dels which ought to be employed, and they 
will have the good effect c^ training fea- 
men and officers to man our fleets, and to 

n^ak^ 
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make die national ffag refpeOed in «veiy 
quarter of the globe. 

** If, in the middle of fuch importaftt in* 
terefts, I am permitted, gentlemen, tomen- , 
tion my own 2eal^ I would tenew the af* 
fttrancesl formerly gave, that none of the 
obftacles which are thrown in my way will 
diminilhic* Tliebufinefe of adminiftration, 
perhaps the moft, important, but certiitnlythe 
mod: complicated, will undoubtedly fill up 
eyery moment of my time. Obferve, gentle- 
men, that my office participates in th^ bufi« 
nefs of aU the other branches of adrnmifira* 
tion, befide& having bufincfs peculiarly o/its 
own. It comprdbends men of all nations, of 
all colours,and with every kind of prejudice ; 
military men of all descriptions ; it re* 
quires the greateft refponfibility ; exads 
upon every fubjefk the moft adive and per* 
petual vigilance^ Confider, then, if it be 
poiHble, that the man who is occupied with 
fo immenfe a charge can hope to execute it, 
if he be diverted from fuch imjportant con- 
cerns by perpetual accufations of fo con- 
temptible a nature, as to bring difgrace 

VOL. I. A A upon 
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upon the ufeful meafure of inipeach'^ 
ment. 

** But do not imagine, gentlemen, that I 
mean, by this, to turn your attention from 
that particular one which is pointed at me; 
I wifh only to warn your wifdom againft 
thofe general ones] directed againft all the 
'king'^ minifters, and which we have the 
more reafon to exped, becaufe our deter- 
mined exaditude in executing the new laws^ 
and in reforming the abufes, will excite 
againft us all the perfons who lived by 
thofe abufes, and who muft fuffer by their 
reform. You will eafily conceive that our 
prefent calumniators would hecome our 
greateft applauders, if lefs occupied with 
public than with private concerns, we 
were capable of facrificing our principles, 
and did not efteem the approbation of our 
own confciences, and the good of the coun.- 
try, as the beft recompence of upright mi- 
nifters V 

This conclufion being more adapted to 
the capacity of the audience in the tribune, 

* Vide the AppcndiXj No- IV. 

than 
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than the important difcuflion which waa 
the fubjefl: of my difcourfe, gained me 
great applaufe. This teftimony of appro^- 
bation was abfoltrtely neceflary for every 
minifter, while he fpoke to the affembly,' 
not only to procure him attention, but like- 
wife to prevent him from being hifled and 
infulted when he went out of the affembly. 
I did not, therefore, think it beneath me to 
take evpry method of infuring this fort of 
protedlion. I was particularly fuccefsful 
on Thurfday the 19th of January, when I 
went, accompanied by all the minifters, to 
refute the firft report which the marine 
committee made againft me, in which I Waa 
accufed of an intention to fubvert the con- 
ftitution. The fentence which I pronounced 
in anfwer to this accufation was more par- 
ticularly attended to than the other parts of 
my difcourfe, and was generally applauded 
in the tribunes. 

" I am accufed,'' faid I, ** of being an 
enemy to the qonftitution, I openly de- 
clare that my firm opinion is, that the fafety 
of France depends on its being adhered to. 
A A 2 And 
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And I muft add, that it |8 not thofe vrho 
exprefs the greateft enthufiafm for the con-* 
ftitution who obferve it moft rigidly. It ia 
only by out anions that we can prove our 
fidelity j and I defy my accufcrs to point 
out a fmgle a£t of my adminiftration which 
is not conformable to this conftitution *.'* 

Such was really my opinion at that pe- 
riod, and fuch was the conflant principle of 
my condud: during my miniftry. And I 
ftill believe, that if this opinion had been 
more gtv^craly the revolution would have 
had no other ccaifequences than the re^ 
formation of all thofe abufes which were its 
firft objed. 

* See the Journals of that period, and particularly the 
Mercury of the aSth of January 1 791. 
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No. I. 

Seance Roy ale dju Mardi 23 yuin xySp. 

Difcours du RoL 

• " MeiffieuTs, 

** YE croyois avoir fait tout ce qui etoit 

^ en mon pouvoir pour Ic bien de meis 
jJeuples, lorfqile j'avois pris la refolution de 
vous raffembler j lorfque j*avols furmont^ 
toutcs les diflScultes dortt votre convocation 
dtoit entouree; lorfque j'^oife all^, pour ainfi 
dire, au-devant des voeux de la nation, en 
manifeftant a Tavance ce quq je voulois fairc 
pour fon bonheqr. 

** II fembloit que vous n'aviez €(u'l flnir 

mon ouvrage, et la nkt\oU attendoit avec 

impatience le moment ou, par le concours 

des vuesbienfaifantes de fon fouvef^iA, et dtt 

3:ele 6claire de fes reprefentauX| eUe si^Holt 

jouir des profperites que cette union devoi? 

leur proquren 

A A 3 ^*^ lLe» 
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** Les etats generaux font ouyerts depuia 
pres d^s deux mois^ et ils ti*ont point pu 
encore s'cntendre fur les pr^iminaires dc 
leurs operations. Une parfaite intelligence 
auroit du naitre du feul amour de la patrie, 
ct une fviiiefte divifion jette rallarme dans 
tous les efprits. Je veux le croire, et j'aime 
a le penfer, les Fran9ais ne font pas changes, 
Mais, pour eviter de faiire i aucun de vous 
des reproches, je conftdere que Ic renour 
vcUement des etats generaux, apres un {\ 
long terme, Tagitation qui Ta precede, le 
but de cette convocation, fi different de 
celui qui raffembloit vos ancetres, les re* 
ftri^ions dans les pouvoirs, et plutieiurs au- 
tres circonftances, ont du neceffairement 
amener des oppofitions, des dcbats, et des 
pr^tenfions exagcre'es, 

^' Je dois au bien commun de mon roy- 
aume, je me dois a moi-meme de fairc cef* 
fer ces funeftes divifions. Cell dans cette 
refolution, meffieurs, que je vous raffejnblc 
de nouveau autour de mbi ; c'eft comme Ic 
pere commun de tous mes fujets, c'eft 
comme le deTenfeur des loix de mon, roj^ 

aume, 
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aume, que jc viens en retracer le veritable 
cfprit, et reprimer les atteintes qui ont pu y 
fetre portees. " • 

" Mais, mefficurs, apres avoir etabli claire- 
ment les droits refpedtifs des difFerensordres, 
j'attends du zele pour la patrie, des deux prer 
miers ordres, j 'attends de leur attachement 
pour ma perfonne, j 'attends de la connoif- 
fance qu'ils ont des maux urgens de Tetat, 
que dans les affaires qui regardent le bien 
general, ils feront les premiers a propofer 
une reunion d'avis et de fentimens, que je 
regarde comme nepeflaire dans la crife aftu- 
clle, qui doit operer de falut de Tetat." 

Un des fecretaires d'etat a lu enfuite la 
declaration fuivante ; 

Declaration du Roi^ concernant la prefcnte 
terme des Etats Generaux'^. 

Art. I. 
** Le rot veut que Vancienne dillinSlto^ des 
trots ordres de Vetatfoit confervee en fon en^ 

^ Cette declaration etoit confonne au v€eu de la nation 
exprime dans la majorite des cayers, et left deux articles, qui 
font en lettres italiques, font les feuls qui n'ayent pas et^ pro- 
pof(§d par M* Necken 

A A 4 tier^ 
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tier^ comme effentiellement Kee a la conftitu-^ 
tion de Jon royaume ; que les deputes Ubre^^ 
ment elus par chacun des trots ordres^jhrmant^ 
trots cbambresy dilibcrant par ordre^ et pou-- 
vant^avec F approbation dufouvtrain convenir 
de delibkrer en conrnmn^puiffentfeuh etre con^ 

Jideres commeformant k corps des reprefetaans 
de la nation* En conjequence h r^i a declare 
mdles les deliberations prifes p^r les deputes 
de Vordre du tiers etat^ le i^j de ee meis^ ainji 

,que ceUes qui auroient pu senfui'ifte^ cbxnme 
illegales et inconJlitutiqnneUfs^ 

Art. II, 

" Sa majefte declare validcs tous Ics pou- 
voirs verifies ou a verifier dans chaque 
chambre, fiir lefquels if ne s eft point clcve 
ou ne s'elevera ppiat de coatfftatipn ; or* 
donne fa majefte qu'il en fcra donne com-* 
inunication refpeflivc entre les ordres. 

"Quant aux pouvpirs qui pourroient 
iBtre cpnteftcs dans chaque ordre, ct fur lef- 
quels les parties intereflees fe pourvoiroient, 
il y fera ftatue, pour la prefente tenue dca 
ctats generaux fculemqwt, ai^fi qu'il fera ci-^ 
apres prdonne, 

Art.' 
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Art. hi. 

" Le roi caffe ct aimuUe, commie anti- 
conftituticxanelles, contraires aux lettres de 
convocation, et oppofees a Ymi6ch de Te- 
tat, les reftriaions des pouvoirs, qui, en 
genant la liberte des deputes aux etats ge- 
neraux, les empecheroient d'adopter les 
formes de deliberation prifes feparement par ' 
ordre ou en commua, par le voeU diftin^ 
des trois ordres* 

Art. IV. 

" Si, contre Tintention du roi, quelques 
uns des deputes avoient fait le ferment te- 
meraire de ne point s'ecarter d'une forme 
de deliberation quelconque, fa majefte laiffc 
a leur confcience de confiderer fi les dif- 
pofitions quelle va regler, s'ecartent de la 
lettre ou de Tcfprit de Tengagement qu'ilg 
auroient pris. 

Art. V. 

** Le roi permet aux deputes qui le croi- 
rent gen^s par leurs mandats, de de- 
mander i ievvs commettans un nouveau 

pouvoir : 
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pouYoir : mals fa majefte leur enjoint de 
Teller en attendant aux etats generaux, pour 
aflifter a toutes les deliberations fur les iaf- 
faires pteflantes de Tetat, et y douner un 
avis confultatif. 

Art. VL 

*' Sa majefte declare que dans les tenuea 
liiivantes d*ctats generaux^ elle ne fouffiira 
pas que les cahiers ou les mandats puiffeat 
etre jamais confideres comme imperatifs ; ils 
ne doivent etre que de fimples inftrudkions 
cdniices a la confcience et a la libre opinion 
des deputes dqnt on aura fait choi^. 

Art, VII, 

^* Sa; majefte ayant exhorte, pour le fa- 
lut de Tetat, les trois ordres a fc reunir pen- 
dant cette teniie dVtajts {cvUcmcnt^ four ^i^Ii-^ 
bcrer encommunfur les affaires^ cTune uiilite 
genirale^ veut faire connoitre fes intentionsi 
fur la manidre dont il pourra y etre proc^de^ 

Art.VIIL 

^^ Seront nomoiement exceptees des af-* 
faires qui pourrpnt etre traitee^ en conumin, 

celles 
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celles qiu regardexxt les droits antiques et 
conftitutionnels des trois ordres^ la forme 
dc conftitution a donner aux prochains 
etats generaux les proprietes feodales et 
feigneuriales, les droits utiles ct les preroga- 
tives honorifiques des deux premiers ordres; 

Art. IX. 

" Le confentement particulier du clerge 
fera ueceflfaire pour toutes les difpofitions 
qui pourroient interefler la religion, la dit- 
cipline ecclefiaftique, le regime des ordres, 
et corps feculiers et reguliers. 

Art. X. 

" Les deliberations a prendre par les 
trois ordres reunis, fur les pouvoirs con- 
teftes, et fur lefquels les parties interefiees 
fe pourvoiroient aux etats generaux, feront 
prifes i la pluralite des fuffrages ; mais fi 
les deux tier^ des voix, dans Tun des trois 
ordres, reclamoient encore la deliberation 
de raflemblee, raflfaire fera rapportee au roi, 
pour y ctrc definxtivcment ftatuc par fa 
inajeft^ 

Art. 
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Art. XL 

*^ Si dans la vue de faciliter la reunion 
dcs trots ordreS) ils defiroiebt que les deli- 
berations qu'ik auront k prendre en com* 
mun, paflafient feulement a la pluralite des 
deux tiers des voixy^fa majefte eft difpofee ar 
autorifer cettc forme. 

Art. XII. 

*^ Les affaires qui auront ete decidees dans 
les affemblees des trois ordres reimis feront 
remifes le lendemain en deliberation, ft cent 
membres de raflemblee fe reuniflent pour 
Cn faire la demande. 

Art. XIIL 

"Le roi defire que dans cette circon- 
ftance, et pour ramener les efprits a la con- 
ciliation, les trois chambres commencent 
a nommer fepare'ment une commiffion com- 
pofee du nombre de deputes qu'elles juge-* 
ront convenable, pour preparer la forme et 
la diftribution des bureaux de conferences 
qui devront trailer les differentes affaires. 

Art. 
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Art. XIV. 

" L'affemblee generale des d^tes des 
trois prdres fcra prefidee par les pr^fidens 
cbqifis par chacua des ordres, et felon leur 
rang ordinaire. 

Art. XV. 

" Le bpn ordre, la decence, et la libertc 
meme des fufFrages, exigent que fa majefte 
defende, comme elle le fait expreflement, 
qu'aucune perfonne, autre que les membres 
des trois ordres compofant les etats gene- 
raux, puiflent affifter a leurs deliberations^ 
foit qu'ils les prennent en commun ou fe- 
parement." 

Le roi a pris la parole et a dit : 

" J'ai voulu auffi, meffieurs, vous faire re- 
mettre fous les yeux les difFerehs bienfaits 
que j'accorde a mes peuples. Ce n*eft pas 
pour circonfcrire votre zele dans le cercle 
que je vais tracer ; car j'adopterai avec 
plaifir toute autre vue de bien public qui 
fera propofee pa? les etats generaux. Je puis 
dire, fans me faire illufion^ que jamais roi 
I n*en 
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n'en a autant fait pour aucune nation: nuus 
quelle autre pent Tavoir mieux merite par 
fes fentimens, que la nation Fran^aife! Je ne 
craindrai pas de Texprimer : ceux qui par 
des pretentions exagerees, ou par des dif^ 
ficultes hors de propos, retarderoient en- 
core TefFet de mes intentions paternelles, fe 
rendroient indignes d'etre regardes comme 
Franfais.'* 

Ce difcours a ete fuivl de la ledure de Ja 
declaration que voici : 

Declaration des intentions du Roi. 

Art. L 

•' Aucun nouvel impqt ne fera etabli, au-^ 
cun ancien ne fera proroge au^dela du 
terme fixe par les loix, fans le confentement 
des reprefentans de la nation. 

Art* IL 

" Les impofitions nouvelles qui feront 
ctablies, ou les anciennes qui feront pro- 
rogees, ne le f<lront que pour Tintervalle 
qui devra s'ecouler jufqu'a IVpoque de la 
tenue fuivante des etats generaux, 

2 Art. 
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Art- III. 

"Les emprunts ppuvant devenir rocGa- 
fion ncceffaire d'un accroiffement d'imp&ts, 
aucun n'aura lieu fans le confentemcnt des 
ctats generaux, fous la condition toutefois, 
qu'en cas de guerre, ou d'autre danger na- 
tional, le fouverain aura la faculte d'em- 
prunter fans delai, jufqu'a la concurrence 
d'une fomme de cent millions ; car Tinten- 
tion formelle du roi eft de ne jamais mettre 
le falut de fon empire dans la dependance 
de perfonne. 

Art. IV. 

** Les etats gencraux examineront avec 
loin la fituation des finaiices, et ils d^- 
manderont tous les renfeignemens propres a 
les eclairer parfaitement. 

Art, V. 

" Le tableau des revenus et des depenfes 
fera rendu public chaque annee, dans une 
forme propofee par les etats gen^raux, et 
approuvee par fa majefte. 

Art. 
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Art. VL_ 

^^ Les fommla attribuees a chaque de« 
partement feront determinecs d'une manierc 
fixe et invariable, et le rcu foumet a cette 
regie gencrale les fonds' meme qui font def- 
tin^s a Tentretien de fa maifon. 

Art, VII. 

" Lc roi veut que pour afiurer cette 
fixite des diverfes dqpenfes de I'etac, 11 lui 
foit indique par les etats generaux les dif- 
pofitions propres a remplir ce but ; et fa 
majeftc les adoptera fi elles s'accordeut avec 
la dignite royale et la celerite indiipenfable 
du fervice public. 

Art. VIII. 

" Les repreTentans d'une nation fidele 
aux loix de I'honneur et de la probite ne 
donneront aucune atteiilte a la foi publique 
et le roi attend d*eux que la confiance des 
creanciers de Tetat foit affuree et confolidee 
de la raaniere laplusauthentique.^ 



Art. 
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Art. IX. 

" Lorfque les difpefitions. formelles an- 
noncees par le clerge et la nobkfle de re- 
noncer a leurs privileges pecuniaires, au« 
ront ete realifces par leurs deliberations, 
Tintention du roi eft de les iandionner; et 
qu'il n'exifte plus dans le paiement des 
contributions p^cuniaires aucune efpece de 
privileges ou diftin£tions« 

Art. X. 

** Le roi veut que pour confacrer une 
difpofition fi importante, le nom de faille 
foit aboli dans le royaume, ct qu*on reunifle 
cet impot, foit aux vitigtiemes, foit a 
toute autre impofition territoriale, ou qu'il 
{bit enfin remplacc de quelque maniere, 
mais toiijours d*apres des proportions juftes, 
^gales, et fans diftindion d'etat, de rang, et 
de naiflance. 

Art. XL 

" Le roi veut que le droit de franc^fieif 
foit aboli du moment ou les revenus et les 
depenfes fixes de Tetat auront 616 mis dans 
une exade balance. 

voi,. u SB Art. 
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Art- XIL 

" Toutcs les proprictes, fans exception, 
fcront conftament refpefl:ccs, et fa majcft^ 
comprend cxpreflement fous le nom dc 
proprictcs les ditnes^ cens^ rentes^ droits^ et 
devoirs J^odaux ftfeigneuriattx^ et generale* 
ment tons les droits et prerogatives utiles 
ou honorifiques, attaches aux terres et aux 
fiefs^ ou appartenans aux perfonnes. 

Art. XIIL 

" Les deux premiers ordres de Tetat con- 
tinueront a jouir de Texemption des charges 
perfonnelles; mais le roi approuvexa que 
les etats generaux s'occuppent d^s moyens 
de convertir ces fortes de charges en contri* 
butions pecuniaires, et qu'alors toua les or- 
dres del'etat yfoyent affujettis cgalement. 

Art. XIV^ 

"L^intention de fa majefte eft de d^er-, 
miner d'apr^s Tavis des etats generaux,quels 
feront les emplois et les charges qui con^ 
ferveroiit a Tavcnir \t privilege de donner 
fit de tranfmettre la noblefie* Sa majefte 

neftnmoins. 
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neanmoins, felon le droit inherent a fa^ 
couronne acco]fdera des lettres' des nobleflfe 
a ceux de fes fujets qui, par des fcrvices ren- 
dus au roi et a Tetat, fe feroient luontres 
diignes de cette recompenfe. 

Art. XV. 

" Le roi, defirant aflurer la liberte per- 
fonnelle de tons les citoyens d'une maniere 
folide et durable, invite les etats generaux 
a chercher et k lui propofer les moyens les 
plus convenables de concilier Tabolition des 
ordres connus fous le nom de lettres de ca^ 
cbetj avec le maintien de la furete publique 
^t avec les precautions neceflaires, foit pour 
m^nstger dans certains cas Thonneur des fa- 
milies, foit pour reprimer avec celerite les 
commencemens de fedition, foit pour ga- 
rantir Tetat des effets d'une intelligence 
criminelle avec les puiflances etrangeres. 

' Art. XVI. 
*' Les etats generaux examineront et fe- 
ront connoitre a fa majefte le moyen le plus 
convenable de concilier la liberte de la 
preffe avec le refped du a la religion, aux 
mocurs, et a I'honneur des citoyens.. 

B B ^ Art. 
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Art. XVII. 

*^ tl fera etabli, dans , les diverfes prc^- 
vinces ou g^neralites. du royaume, des etats 
provinciaux compofes de deux dixiemes de 
membre du clerge dont une partie fera ne- 
, ccflairemeiit choifie dans Tordre^pifcopal : 
de trois dixiemes de membres de la no- 
blefle, et de cinq dixiemes de membres du 
tiers etat. 

Art. XVIIL 

** Les membres de ces etats provinciaux 
feront librement clus par les ordres relpec- 
tifs, et une mefure quelconque de proprietc 
fera neceflaire ' pour etre eledeur ou eli- 
gible. 

Art. XIX. 

" Les deputes a ces etats provinciaux d^- 
libereront dans les affemblees provinciales 
que ces ^tats remplaceront. 

Art. XX. 

" Une commiflion intermediaire choifie 
par ces etats, admiaiftrera les affaires de la 
province pendant Tintervalle d'une tenue k 

Tautre; 
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Tautre; et ces commiffions intermediaires 
dcvenant feules refponfables de leur geftion, 
auront pour delegues des perfonnes choifies 
uniquement par dies ou par les etats pro- 
vinciaux. 

Art. XXL . 

** Les etats generaux propoferont au roi 
leurs vues pour toutes les autres parties de 
rorganifation interieure des etats provin- 
ciaux, et pour le choix des formes appli- 
cables a reledion des membres de cette af- 
- femblce* 

Art. XXII. 

•* Independamment des objets dWmini- 
ftration dont les affemblces provinciales font 
chargees, le roi confiera aux ^tats prbvin- 
ciaux radminiftration des hdpitaux, des 
prifons, des depots de mendicite, des en- 
fans-trouves, I'mfpedlion des depenfesdes 
villes, la, furveillance fur Tentretien des^ f&- 
rets, fur la garde et la vente desbois, et fur 
d'autres objets qui pourroient etre admini- 
ftres plus utilement par les provinces* 

B B 3 Art. 
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Art. XXIH. . 

^^ Les conteftations furvenues dans les 
provinces ou il exifte d'anciens etats, et les 
reclamations elevees contre la conftitution 
de ces aflemblees, devront fixer Tattentibn 
des etats generaux j ils feront connoitre a 
fa majefte les difpofitions de juftice et de fa-^ 
gefle qu'il eft convenable d^adopter potit 
ftablir un ordre fixe dans Tadminiftration dd 
ces memes provinces. 

Art. XXIV. 

** Le roi invite les etats generaux k s'oc- 
ciippar de la recherche des moyens pro|M:cs 
a tirer Ic parti le plus avantageux des do* 
maines qui font dans fes mains, et de lui 
propofer egalement leurs vues fur ce qu'il 
pent y avoir de plus convenable a faire re^* 
lativement au3^ domaines engages. 

Art. XXV. 

"Les etats generaux s'occuperoht du 
projct con^u depuis long tcms par famajeftei 
de porter les douanes aux frontieres du roy- 
aumc^ a fin que la plus parfaite liberte 

regne 



APPENDIX. 375 

rcgne dans la circulation interieure des mar- 
chandifes nationales ou etrangeres. 

Art. XXVL 

** Sa majefte defire que les facheux efFets 
de Timpot fur Je fel et rimportance de ce 
revenu foyent difcutes foigneufement et que 
dans toutes les fuppofitions on propofe, au 
moins, des moycns d'en adoucir la per- 
ception. 

Art. XXVIL 

^* Sa majefte veut auffi qu'on examine 
attentivement les avantages et les inconve- 
niens des droits d'aides et autres imp6ts, 
mais fans perdre de vue la neceffite abfoluc 
d'aflurer une exadie balance entre les re- 
venus et les depenfes de Tetat, 

Art. XXVIIL 
** Selou le voeu que le roi a manifefte 
par fa declaration du 23 Septembre dernier, 
fa majefte examinera avec une ferieufe at- 
tention les projets qui lui feront prefentes 
relativement a Tadminiftration de la juftice, 
et aux moyens de perfedionner les loix ci;;^ 
viles et criminelles. 
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Art. XXIX. 
" Lc roi veut que Ics loix qu'il auta fait 
promulguer pendant la tenue et d'apres Ta- 
vis ou felon 1? voeu des ctats generaux, u'e- 
prouvent pour leur enregiftrement et poqr 
leur execution aucun retfirdement ni aucuQ 
obftacle dans tpute Tetendue. de fon rojr- 
^ume. 

Art. XXX. 

" Sa majefte veut que Tufage de la corr 
vee pour la confedion et Tentretien des 
chcmins foit entierement et pour toujours 
aboli dans fon rpyaume. 

Art. XXXI. 
" Le roi defire / que rabolition du droit 
dc main-morte, dont fa majefte a donne 
Texemple dans fes domaines, foit etendue 
dans toute la France, et qu'il lui foit pro- 
pofe le^ moyens de pourvoir a Tindemnite 
qui pourroit etre diie aux feigneurg en pot 
feffion de ce droit. 

Art. XXXII. 
** Sa majefte fera connoitre incifeflamment 
aux etats generaux les reglemens dpnt die 

s'occuppe 
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s'occuppe pour reftreindre ks capitainerics, 
et donner encore dans cette partie, qui tient 
de plus pres a fes jouiflances perfonnelles, 
un nouveau temoignage de fon amour pour 
fes peuples. 

Art. XXXIII. . 

** Le roi invite les ctats generaux a con* 
fiderer le tirage de la milice fous tous fes 
rapports, et a s'occupper des moyens de 
concilier ce qiii eft du si la dcTenfe de Tetat 
avec les adoucilTemens que fa majeft^ defire 
pouvoir procurer a fes fujets. 

Art. XXXIV, 
" Le roi veut que toutes les difpofitions 
d'ordre public et de bienfaifance envers fes 
peuples, que fa majefte aura fanftionnees 
par fon autorite pendant la prefente tenue 
des etats generaux, celles entr*autres rela- 
tives a la liberie perfonnelle, a Tegalite des 
contributions, a retabliffement des etats 
provinciaux, ne puiiTent jamais etrechang^es 
fans le confentement des trois ordres, pris 
f^parement ; fa majefte les place a Tavance 

au 
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au rang ides proprietes nationales, qu'elle 
vcut mcttre comme toutcs les autres pro-» 
prietes, fous la garde la plus affurce. 

Art. XXXV. ., 

** Sa majeftc apres avoir appelle les etats 
gencraux a s'occupper, de concert avec elle, 
des grands objets d'utilite publique et de 
tout ce qui peut contribuer au bonheur de* 
fon peuple, declare de la maniere la plus 
expreffe qu'elle veut confefver en fon en- 
tier, etlanslamoindtc attcinte, Tinftitution 
de Tarmee, ainfi que toute autorite, police, 
ct pouvoir fur le.militaire, tels que les mo- 
jiarques Fraii^ois en o« conftamment joui» 



: »» 



Le roi avant de fe retirer, a prononce le 
difcours fuivant. 

** Vous venez, meflieurs, d'entendre le 
jefultat de mes difpofitions et de mes vues ; 
elles font conformes au vif defir que j'ai 
d'operer le bien public j et fij par une fata- 
lite loin de ma penfee, vous m'abandonnies 
dans une fi belle enterprife, feul, je ferai le 
bien de mes peuplcs j feul je me cpnfidcr 
6 rerai 
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reral a jhme leur veritable r^pr^fentant ; d 
connoiflant V08 cahierA^ connoifTant Taccc^d 
paifait qui exifle entre h vccu le pluA gor 
neral de la nation et m^ intentioas bien^ 
faifantes, j'aurai toute la confiance ,qu€ doit 
infpirerune fi rare harmpnie, etje mar- 
cherai vers le but auquel je veux atteindre 
avec tout le courage et la fermete quH 
doit m'infpiren 

^' Reflechifles, meffieurs, qu'aucun de vos 
projets, aueune de vos difpofitions, ne pent 
avoir force de loi fans mon approbation fpe- 
ciale. Ainfi je fuis le garant naturel de vos 
droits refpedifs j et^tous les ordres de Tetat 
peuvent fe repofer fur mon equitable im- 
partialite. Toute , defiance de votre part 
feroit un grande injuftice. C'eft moi juC* 
qu'arprefent qui fais tout pour le bonheur 
de mes peuples ; et il eft rare peut-etre que 
Tunique ambition d'un fouverain foit d'ob- 
tenir de fes fujets, quMls s'entendent enfin 
pour accepter fes bienfaits, 

" Je vous ordonne, meffieurs, de vous 
f^parer tout de fxiite, et de vous rendre 

demain 
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demiin matin, chacun dans ies clxmbres 
affed^es 4 votrc ordre, pour y reprendre 
vos feances. J'ordonne, en confequence, 
au grand maitrc des ceremonies de faire 
preparer Ies falles. 



99 
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' No. II. 
JUttre du Rgi h VAJfembUe Nationals 

" P^isi k 24 Novembre 1 79 1 • 

" TE fuis informe, M. le Prefident, que 
^ raffemblcc nationale, apres avoir en- 
tcndu le rapport de fon comite diploma^ 
tique fur la propofition contenue dans la 
lettre du minifbe de la marine, en date 
du 31 0£lobre dernier, concernant les de- 
mandes du Dey d' Alger, et les fommes a 
voter pour Tannement ordonne a Toulon, 
a decrcte le 15 de ce mois, qn'il n'y avoit 
pas lieu a delib^rer, quant-a-prefent, fur 
cette propofition, attendu qu'elle n'etoit paS 
dans la forme conflitutionnelle. 

*• Je vous ai deji marque, relativement 
aux fonds extraordinaires, deilines k la de- 
penfe extraordinaire qu'exigent les arme-f 
mens qui doivent porter des fecours.a Saiijit 
Domingue, que la conftitution ne prefcri- 
voit pas unc forme diff^rcntc de. ceUe que 

le 
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le tniniflre de la marine avoit fuivie en fai- 
fant par mon ordre la demande de ces 
fonds fous fa refponfibilite ; mais puifque 
la meme difficulte fe renouvelle aujourd'hui 
a Toccafion de rarmement de prevoyance 
foUicite par le commerce de Marfeille^ 
Tobligation que j'ai contraftee d'employer 
tout k ponvoir qui m'eft confie, a main* 
tenir la conftitution, m'impofe le devoir 
d'en rappeller ici Ics principes. 

♦^ En determinant de la manicre la plus 
prccife les difFerentes relations du roi avec 
le corps legiflatif, la conftitution a effenti- 
ellemcnt attache a la preVogative royale le 
droit de propofer des loix fur certains ob- 
jets, et cclui d'inviter le corps legiflatif k en 
prendre d'autres en confideration. L*a<a« 
par Icquel le roi juge a-propos d'exercer 
Tun et Tautre de ces droits etant toujours 
un a£te purement royal, de la meme nature 
que la fandion, n'exige, ,comme elle, le 
corltrf feing d*un miniftre, que pour attefter 
la fignature du roi, et n'emporte aucune 
refponfabilit^ ; au lieu que Fes demandes de 
fonds, pour les depenfes prdiijiaires ou 

extra-* 
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cxtraordinaires du gouvernement etant evi- 
demment des adtes purement executifs 
doivent toujours ^maner dirc£tement des 
miniftres du roi pour avoir la garantie de 
leur refponfabilite. Tel eft Tcfprit et Ic 
fyftcme, general de la conftitution." 

lies difpofitions fuivantes en ont pofe 
les bafes : 

" Le roi peut feulement inviter ie corps 
legiflatif a prendre un objet en confidera- 
tion. (Ghap. iii. fed* i. art. i.) J'uferai 
de cette faculte toutes les fois que la gloire, 
le bonheur, ou les interets de la nation I'ex^ , 
igeront/' 

*' Le paragraphe viii. du meme article d6- 
legue au corps legiflatif la faculte, - * de fta- 
tuer annuellement apres la proportion 4v 
roi fur le nombre d'hommes et 4?:y»iC- 
feaux, dont le$ armees de terre et de m^ 
feront compofeesi fur la folde et le nombjy 
4'iadividus de chaque grade/ &c. Je m^ 
confonnerai ^ cet article dans les dtats g^r 
jieraux que j'adrefferai au commencemeoJ 
,4i chaque annee i^u corps legiflatif^ et .dans 

les 
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les prdpofitions particulieres de la mdme 
nature que des circonftances extraordinaires 
.poprroient exiger dans le cours de Tannce. 

•* ^La guerre ne pent ette decidee que 
|)ar un decret du coips' legiflatif rendu fur 
la propofition formelle et ncceffaire du roi, 
ct fandionne par luL' (Chap..iiL k6t. i. 
art. 2.) J*efpere que je ne ferai jamais daos 
le cas d'adrefler une femblable propofition 
atf corps legiflatif. La paix eft trop necef- 
fairc au bonheur de la France pour que je 
n'emploie pas a la maintenir tous les moy- 
ens qui pourront fe concilier avec Thonneur 
^e la nation. 

V La difpofition fuivante du meme ar- 
ticle porte que, * Dans le cas d'hoftilites 
imminentes ou commences, d'un allie a 
foutenir, ou d'un droit a conferver par k 
force des armes, le roi en donnera, fans au* 
$ttn delai, la notification au corps legiflatif, 
f( en fera connoitre les motifs/ Je me con- 
fonnerai toujours h, eette di^fition^ avec 
Textrdme circonfpe£tion qu*exige Tinteret 
de Tctat. Ce feroit s'en ecaiter d'une mai- 
ludre bleu dangereufe, que de notifier aia 

corps 
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corps legiflatif) comniehbftilite& imminentes 
de fimples doutes fur les difpofitioas d'une 
puiflance etrangere« Cette notification in-* 
confideree feroit bien plus propre a determi- 
ner une rupture qu*^ la prevenir. II fufiit 
en pareil cas de prendre les mefures de jfre- 
voyance qu'exige la furete exterieur^ du 
royaume, et c'eft au roi que la conftitution a 
exclufivement delegue ce foin important. 
(Chap. iv. art. i.) 

** Je m*en fuis occupe et m'eti occupefai 
toUjours avec la vigilance la plus adlive, et 
les frais extraordinaires qu'ont eiige jufqu'a 
<e moment les differens armemens et les 
mouvemens de troupes que j'ai juges necel^ 
ikires, out toujours cte ordonnes fur la Am- 
ple demande du miniflre de la marine, faite 
par mes ordres, parce quVux termes de la 
conftitution, chap. ii. fe£t. 4. art. 7. c*eft 
fur rapper9u des dcpenfes ^ faire dans les 
departemens refpedlifs, que le corps legiila- 
tif doit en ordonner les fonds. Get article 
ne fait mention que des depcnfes ordinaires, 
mais il eft impoflible de ne pas Tappliquet 

VOL. u c c aux 
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wx .d^p^nfes cxtraordmaires de la meme 
nature. 

** La conftitudon ne prefcrivant par^^ne 
forme diiferente relativemcnt a ce3 dc* 
penfes^ les ^ neceflalrement rangees dans la 
meme clafTe, ei^ leur aflurant ta mcme ref* 
ponfabilite par Tart. 8. de la m^ine fe£tion ; 
ce qui ne pourroit pas etre, fi cllcs ema- 
noient immediatement du roi, au lieu d'etrt 
faites par fes miniftres qui font |es agen& 
que la conflitution lui a donnes pour les 
a<3:es purement ex^cutifs. 

•' L'art. g. fed:. 4* chap. iii. porta que 
* tou8 les a<3:es de la correfpondance du rol 
avec le corps legiflatif doivent etre cpntre- 
fign^s par un miniftrc/ Mais ce fercut 
donnqr a la conflitution rinterpretatioh la 
plus contraire aux principes qui en font la 
bafe, que. de conclurre de cet article^ qa'- 
aucune des fondions efTentielles, confiee au 
pouvoir executif, doivc necefiairement fitre 
Tobjet de la correfpondance perfonnelle du 
rpi-ayec le corps legiflatif, parce qu'il en^ 
r^fulteroit evidemment pour toutes les- 
fen^ions qui feroidnt rangees dans cette 

clafle 
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clafle un deffaut etitier de refponfabilite, et 
une inadion abfolue dans la marche de 
radminiftration, toutes les fois qu'U plairoit 
au roi de garder le filence* La conftitution, 
fans" determiner aucun cas ou la correfpond- 
ance perfonnelle da roi avec k corps legiC 
latif feroit neceflaire a voulu feulement que 
tons les afkes de cette correfpondance fuf- 
fcnt contrc-figttes par un miniftre ; elle n'a 
pas 6t^ plus Icwn ; je dois m*arrgter avec 
elle, parcequ^elle interdit formellement a 
tous les pouvolrs conftitucs le droit de la 
changer daiis fbn enfemble ni dans . fes 
parties. 

(SigneO LOtriS. 

Etplus bas, parle roi, Bertband/' 
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I 

Lettf^e de Rouycr au RoL 

T 'uN des cltdyens a qui le peuple a 
- confie la penible et glorieufe miffion 

de lui donncr des lois et de veiller k fon 
bonheur, vient appeller votre attention fur 
I'etat aftuel duToyaume, et vouspropofer 
les moyens d'aflurer fa gloire et fa fclicite. 
Profondement occupe des maux qui de- 
^hirent ma patrie, j'ai du compter auffi 
fes Innombrables reflburces ; j*ai fonde fe$ 
bleflures, et calcule fes forces ; j'ai tout 
compare, tout approfondi, tout prevu : au- 
jourd'hui j'annonce a votre majeftc, que 
d'elle feule depend I'execution des lois, et 
par confequent le falut de Tempire j qu'elle 
peut en deux mots cicatrifer fes plaies, dif- 
fiper fes alarmes, annihiler fes perils j 
qu'elle peut rendre ^ la France le repos qui 

la 
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la fuit, la dignite qui lui convient, et m 
trone Tamour qui raficrniit avec Teclat qui 
le decore. Sire, je ne. (kJSnande, pour exe-» 
cuter cc noble deflein, qu^ h dire^ioiide^ 
raoyens que la loi vous confie, et Temptej 
d^s forces que la conftitution pk^e.dans tos 
mains, et j'ofFre ma t6te pour gage dela 
fidielite des mcs promeffes, de la fagefle de 
mon plan, et de la certitude de vos.fucccsi 
Et ne croyez point, fire, que le zele du biiai 
public ennobliflant a mes yeux Ics illufions 
de Tamour propre, j'cmbrafle fans exaaa^i^ 
Tefpoir confolant de vous reodre le bpixheuc 
(car le votite depend de celui de l*etat). .. Jc 
fais que des.obftacles nombreux s'oppofeoit 
au developpement de la puiflancc publiquc 
et combattent fans cefle les bien&its de Jar 
loi. Je vous par-tout la jCedition qjii s^agite 
et rautorite qui ^ft cachp, raiiarcHie, qui;, 
s'eleve etlegou^ernemeht quln'ofel a (:om.^ 
primer: vosminiftres, fire, vipus dnt offctt 
trop fouvent ce tableaiirfunefte ; ils voiis 
ont annotice les troubleer fans vouS en €x- 
pliquer les'caufes j et s'ifs 6nt con^u Tidee 
de les t^riiiiner, ils ont ete fens cefle ar* 
eg 3 trptea 
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ti^t^ par des obflacles ti des perils exagercs. 
je le* connchs €t je l€8 brave j la foibleflfe les 
comple, Ic genie les detruit, et laifle i l^hif* 
toire le foin de les decrire quand il les a 

♦< Voili, fire, Ics glorieux travaux aux- 
quels j^ vous invite, ^n vous jipportant le 
tilbot jde men courage, de mes forces mo* 
rales. et 'phyfiqiies, et de mon profond 
icfpcfl:. Agreez Thommage d'un dtoyen 
que des bruits Inipofteurs vous oat prefente 
fcM^ve comme uu ho(pune ardent, ennemi 
dei'ordre et du tr6ne ; hials qui, com- 
jziandint a ia renomtn^e par ibs ad:ions, 
pvouvpra pat? tout quQ la: nature et Thon- 
neur ont: grave daijs fori aimt VB,Tqom de (k 
patrie et de {oh roi. 

*^ Sire^ je le repetc encore a votre ma- 
jefte, je m-engage z litsibWxy dans deu;c ^ 
moiSi k palx gu-^dedans, la conHdrntion 
4U-dehor?, la felicite pubilque et T^utprite 
royfde^ ii vous diiignez ^pter les confeils 
que mon ?ele vous di£tera* Je n'ambi- 
tipnpe ni le fifte des honneurs, nija gloire 
djes recompeiifes j j§ii« y^x i:i«Q:que feu- 
- ver 
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ver men pays ; vous p<iuvez bcaucoup y 
conlribuer,et j'aime i croire que vous n'avez 
befoin que d'en connoitre les moyens: 
jHrai les dcCouvrir a votre tnajeftif ; j'irai 
vous reveler ce que vos miniftres vous ca^ 
chent^ ou vous apprendre cc qu'ih igno- 
rent : vous verrez parvous-meme Tetat dc 
rempire j vous apprecierez les hommes 
auxquels ia loi vous permet de com.mander j 
vous entepdrcz ccux que le peuple envi* 
ronne de fa confiance j et fi vous embraflez 
Ic fyftSme de conduite que je vous ofFrirai, 
vous verrez les foup90ns* et les allarmes 
qu^on a femes autour de vous, diflipes pat 
Taraour et le refpeS de tous le Fran9ai$# 
Vous vierrez le pouvoir que la conftitution 
vous donne, accru- par Topinion, foutenu 
par Teftime, affermi par la confiance de 
tous les citoyens ; et la Reine, partagean? 
avec votre majeft^ le refultat du bonbetir 
public; fentira qu^i] n'eft de f^licit^ pure 
que celte qui nait de la bienfaifance et des 
vcrtus. Mais aucune partie de cie plan ne 
pourroit s'cxecuter, fi Votre majcfte n'etoit 
pas animee du defu- fiiicere de conferv*, 
* c c 4 daus 
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dans Ton enfemble et djins fe^ details, la 
conftitutipn de Tetat ; fi^ trouble par Jes 
cris des pr$tre$ ^anatiques, les menaces de$ 
emigres rcbcUes, les demarches des princes 
ctrangers, vous n'etiez pas profondement 
convaincu de la ncceffite de braver cettc 
ligue impuiffante qui fe forme^ centre nous. 
Pour moi, fire, je connois fi bien nos forces 
et nos moycns, qu'en jettant les yeux furies 
cnnemis qui nous menacent, j'ai peine a me 
defendre d'un fentiment de pitie, Eleve a 
la Jiauteur de 1^ liberie, de TegsiUte, ces di- 
viriites coloffales qui foulerit aux pieds 
tout^s les intrigues et toutcs les paflions, j'ai 
portc mes regards fur toutcs les cours de 
TEurppe, et je fyis Men fur de les forcer 
aUpaiK, 

** Oui, fire, vous pouvez eviter la guerre 
ctrang^re, ou du moins creer la paix int^- 
rieure par le fucccs de nos armes ; vous pou- 
vez rendre votre autorite plus reveree, plus 
augufte, plus etendue ; vous pouvez deve- 
nir le dieu tutelaire des Fran9ais. Par volis, 
la religion triomphera des indecentes que^ 
relies, des intolerantes paaximes des Pretres 

reTradaire^ 
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refrajfltaires et conftkutionnels. ^ Par vous, 
la juftice.et la raifon penarcront enfin dans 
rame deaariftoocates, et yomlcs jramdnerez 
peut-etre au fein de la patrie 4efarmee par 
leurs remords. Jc jouirai dans le filence 
du fruit de mes confeiU et de votre coUrage j 
heureux du bonjieur de tous, je dirigerai 
vers VOU8 feul la recpimpiffance pubUqjie, 
et mon cceurfeara fatisfait. , Les ambitiettj; 
qvi veulent e'lever Tedifice de leur forttinc 
for les debris de la monarclliie, Jes.infenfes 
qui penfent qiie la liberte ne peiut s'etablit 
que fur des ^ fceptrcs brifes, tops, ks partly, 
toutgs les cabales ramperq^t en fifflant aux . 
pieds d'une tr^ae eleve fur les, bafes de 
la conftitutioQ, Les focietes populaires, 
dont on vous fait redouter f^RS raifon Tex-- 
altation, ne fe reuniront qiie pour vous 
jidrefTer des voeux et, des homages. 

*^ Tel eft, fire, le tableau fiddle des 
chaiigemens que vous pouvez operer par 
des moyens dont je vous ofFre le fecret ef 
le developpeiTientt La mefiance ne doit 
poiat aifieger votre coeur et lui faire repouf- 
fer un citoyen fidele. Si, fur le tr6ne ou la 

uaiflaupe 
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naiflance et la Joi vous ont place, dan$ les 
ckconftances pcaibles qui vou6 environnent, 
je trouvois un fecours pareil, aucune mal* 
Teillance, aucune fuggeiHoQ ettangere, ne 
me determindroient a le rejetter. 

♦* JTattends, fitc, avec une confiance re- 
fpedueufe, la decifion de votre majcfte j ma 
d-marche et ma lettre appellent un examen ; 
^u'il foit feverc commt la raifon, impartial 
comme la juftice : mais sUl ne procure point 
une reponfe a laquelle yattiswche le fof t de 
f etat, permettez, fire, qu*ipp^llant -dans 
ctftte caufe extraordinadre ceux dont elle 
cmbraflfe les plus cliers intA-ets, jefoumette 
jna lettre au jugement du peuple Fran^ais., 

(Sign6) RoUYEK, Citoyeny 

Parisi cc 17 Mars 1792/' 
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No. IV. 

Difcours prononce par M. de Bertrand^ mU 
ni/ire de la marine^ a rajfemblee nationale^ 
k ig Decembre 1791, fur Vetat a&uel dc 
la colonic dc Saint Dominguc. 

. ^^ Meffieui*, 
^ TE vous ai rendu compte des mefurcs 
^ prifes par le roi pour envoyer des fe- 
cours aux habitants de Saint Domingue, 
auflit6t que Icurs malheurs et leurs dangers 
ont cte connus de fa majefte. InfufBfans 
en eux-m^mes, fans doute, Icur fucces d^- 
pcndoit uniqucment de Icur celeritc, et de 
raflurance qu'ils feroient fmvis de plus im- 
portans. Mais avant de ics determiner, i! 
a fallu connoltre les veritables caufes des 
troubles qui ont amene cette grahde cataf- 
trophe ; je n*ai rien neglige pour ics de- 
couvrir, parceque cette decouverte pou- 
voit feule diriget dans IVpplication des 
jno^ens qui doivent en prcvcnir le retovr. 

" Les 
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** Les uns accufent les colons d'avoir 
voulu -fe donaer aiix Anglois : * Depuis 
qu'on a detruic (difcnt-Us) la feodalite en 
France, les planteurs ont juftement redoute 
chez eux la deftruftion d'une tyrannic plus 
barbarc encore; et prevoyant que la terre 
claflique de la liberte et de Tegalite ne pou- 
voit proteger refclavage, ils veulent rompre 
tous Icurs liens avec elle.' 

*^ On cite a Tappui de cette accufation, 
des demarches incpnfiderees de quelquea-i 
uns d'entre eux ; des difcours tenus dans 
un mouvement de colere, par des hommes 
dontles paffions terribles fousun ciel bru- 
lant, font d'autant plus faciles k s'irriter dq 
la moindre contraricte, qv'ils font.moinsi 
accoutumcs a en eprpuver, moins habitues 
a fc contraindrcp 

" D'autres, au contraire, np voyeat ^ 
caufe de l^urs maux que dans les dcTfts in* 
cendiaires repandus dans les colonies a def- 
fein de foulever les negres ; dans Jes corre- 
fpondances entretenues depuis lo:ng-temp% 
cntre les gens de couleur et Otte fQcicte dit^ 
^t pbilantropes^ fondee fur uft fyfteme de- 

ftnideur, 
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ftru£teurj difent-ils, de toutes proprictes 
coloniales, ct dont voici I'origine et Ics 
principes. 

" On congoit fans peine que pour un 
peuple libre, et qui a toujours ete digne de 
I'etre, les premieres jouiffances qu'il devoit 
a ces etabliflemens, ayent ^te troublces par 
le regret de ne les devoir qu'au malheur de 
refclavage. 

" Get elan d'une nation genereufe ct 
fenfible, qui Thonore d'autant plus, qu'il eft 
irreflechl ; ce reproche, cctte efpece de 
remords qui. n'a pas befoin d'etre jufte, ou 
fonde, pour faire eftimer celui qui Te* 
prouve, djevoit afFefter tons les Frah^ais ; 
et la maniere de traiter leurs negres plus 
douce, plus humaine que celle des autres 
peuples, devoit en etre le fruit. 

" C'eft-la que fe bomerent d'abord les 
^flfets d'un fentiment fi naturel et fi fage. 
L'efprit philofophique qui dominoit en 
France, plus ambitieux, crut devoir pouffer 
plus loin la conquete, et rendre ces regrets 
plus produdifs; il appuya de toutes les 

forces 
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forces du raifonnement, la theorie ^un feo* 
timent qu'il cut pcut-ctre fiifH d^eprbuTcr. 
^ P'apres leur fyftcme, les CQlonies^ ces 
pofieffions pour lefquelles dn £uibit geroir 
rhumanite ct flcchir lea principes, n*avoient 
pas rimportance que la cupidite leur avoit 
prfeteejufqu'alors, et elles etoient ruineufes 
pour la nation abufee* Le poflibilite de 
les remplacer par des poffeflSons plus rap- 
prochees, fous un climat de meme tem- 
perature (celui de rAfrique et des lies dcia 
Mediterranee, par exemple), la neceffite de 
jfe detacher uri jour de ces terrcs claignee^, 
habitees par des hommes dont tout faifoit 
prevoir et Tingratitude et rinfidclite, &c, ; 
tous ces motifs rcunis ne firent ^nvifagcr 
dans cet abandon volont^re qu'une andci- 
pation d'evenemens auxquelles on devoit 
s'attendre, et Tavantage de s'y preparer, en 
ouvrant d'avance des fourcfii d'une utilitet 
plus durable. Nos voifins plus fages^ 
avoient fait de pareils calculs par rapport 
a leurs colonies du nord de TAm^rique!, 
pour prouver par les fommes employees ^ 
6 les 
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IcsfQuteniT) qu'elles leur etdi^nt onereufes ; 
mais c'etoit pour fe confoler de les avoir 
perdue ; msdS cMtoient des colonies con- 
tincatale$i qui n'avoient de reflfemblance 
que le nom avec les colonies de I'archipel 
Americain. 

" Cette difference ne frappa point tbus 
les efprits ; et quand les interets du com- 
merce parurent feconder riiiterSt de Thu- 
manite, le nombre des phUantropes s'accnit 
de tous ceux dont la fenfibiUte avoit befoia 
pour etre cmue, d'autres motifs que ceux 
de la pbilantrople. 

'^ ' C'eft un fyfteme (difent les colons) 
dont Terrcur et les jeux cruejs ont produit» 
les fcenes fanglantes dont nous avtDns ete les 
vidimes. Suivez ayla trace, difent-ils^ les 
mouvemens et les effets de ce zele profe-. 
litique, qui avoit dVbord prcche Tabolition 
de Tefclavage et la liberte abfolue des n^- 
gres } qui moderaut enfuite fes pr^tentiona^ 
pour mieux graduer fes j^rogres, fut lea 
borner a la fuppreffion de lar traite^ et qui. 
enfin par une marche plus adroite et plus 
fure, paroit avoir circonfcrit fon intcrfet au * 
: . fort 
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fort des gens de couleur, pour nous perdre 
plus furement. Croiroit-Kui impossible 
qu'un fyfteme dont Thumanite femble fetrp 
la bafe, fiic capable de produire des efi^ts 
auffi cruels : Thiftoire de ces'memes climata 
ne fournit-elle . pas un trait dont Tanalogie 
et la rcffemblance ne peut qu'honorer les 
philantropes les plUs delicats ? N'eil-ce pas 
au fenfible et pieux Las*Cazas,que rAmeri* 
que doit les ndgres! N'eft-ce pas ce vertueux 
Elpagnol qui, touche des maux que fes 
concitoyens faifoient fouf&ir aux naturels 
du pays, en les acablent de travaux, cou* 
rut en Afrique chercher des hommes, qui 
deja devoues a Tefclavage, puffent fans ag- 
gravation de maux et par un fimple echange 
de chaines, fous un climat pareil i celui de 
leur pays natal, remplacer rAmericain foi- 
ble, qui auffi pen fait a la fatigue qu'i Tef- 
davage, fuccomboit egalement fous le poids 
du travail ety2>^x celui desfers! Si ce pieux 
miffionaire fe repentit du moyen que lui 
fuggera fon humanite trompee, il n'en eft 
pas inoins vrai que pour avoir voulu fauver 
quelqties Caraibes qui avoient furvecu i- 

taut 
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tant de peines, il y devoua dcs milliers d'ia- 
dividusy que lacupidite,excitee par fes nom- 
breuK achats d'efclaves en Afrique^ fit con^ 
damner a le devenin Suppofez aux pfai- 
lantropes modernes des intentioas auffi 
pures, il n'en fera pas moins yrai que pout 
avoir tente d'abolir Tefclavage des noirs^ ils 
aurout reduit au defefpoir, a la misdre^ 
cinq ou fix millions d'individus blancs, 
leurs concitoyens, leurs amis, leurs freres, 
et renverfe une des plus fortes colonnes de 
la puiflance nationale ; il n'en fera pas 
moins vrai qu'iU n'auroient pas meme fait 
}e bonheur de ceux quHls avoient voulu 
fervir ; qu'il eut fallu pour Toperer, le con- 
cours de tous les etats qui pofs^dent des co* ^ 
lonies, et que Tabolition de Tefclavage de- 
Toit £tre Tadion^ iimultanee de toutes les 
pmiTances intereflees. Sa^ns cet accord 
d'a^ion et de volonte que Ton fuppofe fi 
facile a obtenir, les colonies n'ont que le 
choix d'un prote&eur, et les ejfclaves aelul 
d'un maitre. Ces dernier$ peuvcnt bicn 
partielle merit, et comme Us nous Tont trop 
cruellement prouve,noua egorger, npus^ vos 
vot* !• DO fcmwes, 
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femmcSy nos e&fane, et tots ceux qui ler 
commandent ; mi^s ce fera pour obeir a 
d'autf C8| et fur cette efpece de gal^e que de 
triftes deftin^es ont plac^e au milieu des 
mers, fur ces bancs ou la philantropie aveu*^ 
gle a conduit elle-meme et fixe refclavage, 
le foulevement de la chiourme ne fera que 
rendre fon fort plus miferable.' 

^ Tels ionty meffieurS) ks moyeus de de* 
fenfe et d'attaque tour^a-tour employes p^ 
les {{lanteurs et par leurs antagoniftes« 
C'eflfous le rapport pxirement adminiftratif 
que j'ai du examiner les caufes, quelies 
qu'eUes foient, qui ont amene les troubles 
de Saint Domingue, afin de mettre en uiage 
Its^ moyens propres a les prercftir. 

** Quant a rinculpation faite aux colonSt 
d'avoir voulu fe donner aux Anglois, aux 
Americains, je ne connois rien, je n'ai rien 
Tu, qui.annohce un projet aufli eoupable* 
D'ailleurSy comment feroient-^ils arrives k 
cette fin, en fouleyant les nigres c^nse 
€ux, en faifant piller et^ravager leurs po£-^ 
&i!ions ? Fourquoi, en s'ofirant k une nou^ 
yeUe metropole^ auroient-ils voulu ne lui 

prefenter 
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prefenter qu'un monceiu At ceridrea et de 
ruines ? . • • . Quant au defiein de fe xcn^ 
dre ind^pendans, aucim fah: de tent pio^c 
n'annonce an projet ajiffi extravagiidt ; et 
leur pofition et leur foibleiTe, a leur nature 
ni8me leur fait un devoif , un befoin de U 
dependance. • • • .On les a m^me accufeei 
de vouloir cp^rer une contre^r^volntion 5 
j'avoue que pour quiconque ne p6ut croire 
k la poifibilit^ d'une contre-revolution en 
France, les moyens de Toperer a 1800 
lieues de la mere-patrie, paroiflent encore 
/ plus^etranges, et appellerment le ridicute fut 
I'accuiation, fi le ^dacle de tant de maux 
pouvoit pcrmettre d'autres fenfattons que 
des a^£i:ion9 douloureufes. Quam i Tac-- 
cufation port^e contre les partifans de la li« 
berte des noirs, je ^ne puis pas difiimuler 
qu'elle paroit beaucoup plus fondee ; mais, 
quelle que foit la caufe de ces defaftres, par 
quels fecours faUt-il les r<fparer, par quels 
moyens faut*il en empdcher le retour? 

" Le premier de tons et le plus utile fans 

doute, eft la connoiffance de nos v^ritables 

iatcrets et d6 nos vrsds rapports commerci* 

D b a aux 
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aiix avec les colonies, puifque I'ignorance 
de ces principes eft la premiere fource^ de 
.tant d'erreurs et de tant de calamite^. 

" II faut cqnfiderer nos colonies a fucre 
comme autant de manufadlures etablies a 
1806 li^ues de la metrdpole; et la metro- 
pole elle-meme comme une fociete de capi- 
talifies qui ont fourni aux frais dt cet ita- 
bli({ement d^agriculture et dUnduftrie, foit 
pour le fonder^ foit pour Tentretenir, foit 
pour le proteger. Tons les membres dt la 
metropole font a&ionnaires de cette impor- 
tante fpeculation j pour en partager les be- 
nefices, on n'a befoin que de naitre en 
France, et tous les citoyens Fran9ais, tous, 
oui, .tous ibnt interefles a fa profperite, 
quoiqu'a d^s titres differens; les uns comme 
agriculteurs et proprietaires de terres, qui 
en tout ou en partie, font cultivees pour 
fpurnir aux befoins de ces confommateurs 
lointains, et qui feroient ruines fans cet im- ^ 
portant debouche de leur denree ; les au- 
tres, comme pofleflcurs de quelque genre 
d'induftrie, exerce en tour ou en partie 
pour les befoins des colons, et dont les pro- 
5 * duits 
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duits feroient invendus ; les autres enfifi, 
comme coinmer9an8,navigateurs,cabotcurs^ 
&c. troifieme claffe charges de leur apporter 
les produdions des deux autres. Quelque 
place qu'on occupe dans cette fociete, quelle 
que foit la fomme et la nature d'a£tions 
qu'on y porte, depuis le cultivateur la* 
borieux jufqu'au capitaliftc oififi depiiis 
i'induftrieux manouvrier, jufqu'4 Tagioteur 
ftenle, depuis le hardi fpeculateiir, jufqu'au 
timide rentier, tous, pui, tous font intcFeffes 
au fort de ces riches etablilTemens ; et, 
comme on Ta dit eacore, il n'eft pas jufqu'^ 
la caloln©ie qui, par eux, ne debite avea 
profit fes poifons* 

*^ De quelque mani^fe. qu'on les dirige 
ou qu'on les adminiftre, q? s etabliflemens 
confervent toujours leur caraftere 'pfiimtif 
d'entreprife fornxee par la m^tropole, dont 
elle feule doit rieceVoir le benefice et . fiip- 
porter les partes. Dans le terns xneme on 
■leg ouvernement, abufe fi Ton veut, en ac- 
cordoit la jouiflance ouW commerce exclu- 
fif a des focietes particulidres, a des com- 
pagnies, il ne fa,ifoit que c^der ^ quelques- 
j> D 3 una 
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tins Ic droit de tou^, mas a des conditions 
gui devoient tourner au profit de tous^ 
C'etoit une mine que Tetat afiermoit, aa 
lieu de Texploiter lui-m$me ; peut-etre di^ 
Biinuoit->il les fivaQtages de la grande fociete 
f H feyeiir d'une plus petite : je ae cite cet 
exemple qu'^n de prouver que, meme dans 
ces cont|!At$ .ej^clufifa, lea prodiuts <fe noa 
edonies ont ete i:\ne entreprUe a laquello 
tpute la nation ^toit intcrefTee. 

^^ Qoant aux caiculs des fbmmes que oes 
ctablHTemens ont coute, en fuppofant qu'ils 
ne foflfent pas exageres, comment apprecier 
par de Tor et des cliiffrcs les ^vantages que 
^ les Europeens retirent de leurs colonies ? 
Feut-on ne pas voir dans raccroiffeinent 
fenfible de notre population, le feui figne 
certain de prpfperite publique, figne infailli^ 
ble, qui marque tout-i-la-fois Tabondance 
des denrees et le befein de bras (car les 
hommes naifient tpujours U ou les fiibfift- 
ances abondent, la ou le travail les ap* 
pelle) ? ne voit-on pas que Tobligation dene 
voidre fes produdkions qu'a des membrea 
dc la focfete ou de la saetropole, et d^ aV 

cheter 
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cheter que d'eux feuls les objets de leutd 
befoins, forme unc double fource de richeti 
|e$^ dont la mefure eft inappredaible ? Si 
Ton confideroit les colonies, ou coinine dis 
provinces de Tempire, ou comme des etats 
allies, ce double monopole fcroit rimpdt.le 
plus onereux et le plus injufte, le commerce 
}e plus defavantageux, recbange le plua 
inegal qui ait jamais cte propofe entre 
deux parties d'un mcme empire, ou entre 
deux empires difFerens. En effet, les colo- 
nies font obligees de n*acheter que de nous 
les obJTBts de leur confommation, et ce pre- 
mier monopole nous les fait vendre a un 
prix bien avantageux ; elles s'obligent en- 
fuite a ne livrer qu*a nous feuls tous leura 
riches produits, et nous pr<¥:urent a un prix 
modique^ non-feulf^ent ce qui fuffit a la 
cdnfommatioft de 25 millions d'hommes, 
mais encore un excedant immenfeque ceuxf 
ci vendent avec benefice. aux nations qui 
n*ont pas de colonies, Et tous ces avan- 
tages s'eftimeroient par une ferie de chifires, 
qui n'exprimant que des verites de quan- 
tite, ne peuvent s'appliquer avec. fucces 
D D 4 qu'i 
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qu*a des objets inanimes, materiellemeat 
fufceptibles de retranchement ou d^addi- 
tion ; d^autant plus certaines, qu^elles font 
plus ifbl^es, plus abftraites, et bornees k 
Itnr unique fondion dc mefures : mefures 
dont Tapplication rigoureufe a la profperite 
publiquc, aux gouvernemens^ ^ tout ce qui 
ticn^ aiix hommes r^unis en fociete, pre- 
feme Ics refultats les plus abfurdes, et qui 
nous cxpliquent, pour le dire en pafTant, 
comment les fciences les plus exades une 
fois forties du cercle des objets auxquels 
cllcs font applicables, deviennent entie les 
mains de guides ambitieux, des fignaux 
trompeursqui ne fervent qu*a^garer Tefprit 
qu'ils devoient cclairer. 

** Obfervez, meffieurs, que ces erreurs 
funefles donneroient neceffairement a la 
fortune publique une marche retrograde; ce 
ne feroit plus le mouvement de cette roue 
de puiffance qu*il faudroit moderer, c'eft 
fon mouvement meme qu*il faudroit bruf- 
quement arreter : c'eft a Tinftant, qu'il fau- 
droit condamner a la plus grande inertie 
ees millions de bras employes jufqu'ici a 

la 
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la faire mouvoir, qu*il faudroit.couper totis 
Ics file qui fervent k nous amener cette im- 
menfite de richefles. Vous apprcciercx^ 
Meffieurs, les terribles effets de cfette fubitc 
interfediom 

^^ C'eft en confiderant 1^ colonies fous 
leur veritable rapport, qu*on fent la ncce£» 
fite de dcfcecminer pour, dies un r^me qui 
. difiere des loix applicables a la France ea^ 
tiere, ou a un departement, fans quecet ex- 
emple faffe meme une exception* Com^ 
bien Taflemblee conftituante montra de fa««. 
gefle, lorfqu'elle laifla avotre decifion fad- 
mifllon ou le refus des reprefentans de co** 
lonies, qu'on pouvoit regarder comme ides 
reprefentans d'une corporation ou d'une 
manufa&ure ! Tout s'explique en les exa- 
minant fous ce rapport. £n effet, a les 
confiderer comme portion ordinaire de 
Tempire feulement, les fommes immenfes 
qu'on exige d*elles par le monopole, fe-; 
roient un impot injufte et oncreux ; c'eft 
feulement a titre de produit et d'int^rets d'a- 
vances faites pour elles, qu'on pent en tirer 
autant de richefles^ On comprend ainfi, 

comment^ 
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cammeiitt phifi die iioua fournifle&t 4e 
fHTodudicms, fiw elles s^earichifient ; (et 
ce n^eftpasy comine on fait» Teffet ordinaire 
de i'impot t) et comment enfin cet accroifTe* 
xnent dans la mafle de leurs foumitures, nd« 
ceflitant un plua grand nombre de demandes 
de no6 denrees^ donne la mefure reciproqtio 
de la profperite de la colonie et de la. me« 
tropole* 

^ Cette redprocke d'echangcs et de 
richeflesy fi avantstgeufe pour la Frances 
nous fait un devoir dans ce moment de re^* 
parer les i^faftres qu'un de fes plus riches 
etabliflemens vlent dVprouveCt La perte 
totale a Saint Domingue eft eftimee & 
monter a un capital de 5 ^ 6 cent mUlioii8» 
dont le revenue fournifibit au chargement 
annuel de cent cinquante vaifieaux. M^s^ 
eette plaie, quelque profonde qu'elle foitj fe 
reparera par la fecondite du fol et I'adiyite 
induftrieufe des colons, fi Ton reunit a la 
fois des fecours gratuits, des fecours a titre 
depret ; fi le commerce, eclaire fur fes in-« 
terets, qui fe lient ici en totalite avec Tint^- 
net general, fe prete aux malheurs des cir^* 
6 conflaQces, 
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conftancesy 8^1 donne dii temps a ks debi« 
teurs ruines, et s'il fait fufpendre fes profits, 
pour les rendre phis afiures et plus durables. 
Hen apris rengagement genereux daas lea 
nombrcufes adreifes que fes deputes oat 
prefentees au roi^ & je necrains pas de me 
porter pour garant de Texa^itude avec la« 
quelle cet engagement fera rempli. 
. ^* Les premiers fecours les plus appropries 
aux circonftances, les plus rapproqlies des 
befoins, font Tabandon de notre creance fur 
les etats^unis de TAmerique. Cette ma* 
niere de k liberer convient tout k la fois 
aux Americains et aux colons. Les pre^ 
jniers peuyent, a des conditions raifon-» 
nables, foumir aux habitations* ravagee^ 
les objets de la neceflite la plus urgente, 
tels que des bois, des vivres, des betes de 
fpmme, des animaux domeftiques, et des. 
maifons qui, taillees dans les forets du nord 
de TAmerique, vont s'elever a Tinftant, et 
remplacer a moins de frai^ les batimens en 
pierres detruits ou incendies. 

^ Quelle plus utile deftinatlon pour les 
ibmmes qiie la nation genereufe avoit facri- 

ficcs 
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fiecs ^ prcxurerfindepcndance de fes allied, 
€t dont die fe croyoit payee avec ufure par 
leur independance memc ! Quel fpedacle 
fouchant pour le vrai philofophe, que celui 
que lui prefentent Ics premiers biens de U 
fiberte, reparant les maux de la licence! 

**Une des grahdes mefures qui coute- 
ront d^autant moins a fa majefte qu'elles 
lui font prefentees par la conftitution, c^eft 
de s'cn rapporter a Tinteret des colons eux- 
memes, pour regler les formes de diftribu- 
tion et repartition de ces mfemes fecours a 
ceux qui ont fouffert de Tincendie et du ra- 
rage, ainfi que le mode de contribution con- 
▼enable k ctablir entre ceux dont les poffef- 
fions ont tte epargnees. 

** Les mefures de prcvoyance fortftent la 
feconde claffe de fecours, et fans doute la 
plus importante, 

*' A peine avoit-on connu les fources de 
profperite que les colonies ouvroient a TEu- 
rope que chaquc puiffance chercha a s'af- 
furer la pofleflion cxclufive de ces richeffes^ 
Toutes les fortifications qu'on y etablit, fu- 
rent dirigees par cet cfprit jaloux de con- 

fcrver^ 
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ferver, et d'aprc^ un fyfteme de defeafe fur 
les cotes, pour s'oppofer aux invafioas du 
dehors. Comment, en efFct, premunir Tin- 
terieur de la colonic, contre des ennenus 
auxquels on ne devoit pas s*attendre ? Unc 
trifte experience vient de prouver que ce 
font les plus a craindre : elle doit n^ce£- 
fairement operer quelque changement dans 
le pi^emier fyfteme de fortification, qui 
d'ailleurs infuflSifantparluimeme, peut etrc 
fupplee par des moyens plus puiffans. Les 
fortifications qui de loin en loin bordent les 
cotes, plus effrayantes pour la terre qui les 
parte, que pour Tennemi qui les evite, 
pourroient etre avantageufement remplacees 
par des vaifTeaux: Les piemieres pour^ 
roient etre utilement appuyces de plu- 
fieurs petites redoutes placces plus avant 
dans Tinteneur, pour empecher, en cas 
dUnfurredkion, la communication par les 
mornes : ces poftes de furete, fans danger 
pour la liberte, fu£Broient contre la U« 
cence. 

^' L'^tabUflement d'une gendarmerie co« 
loniales, mieux organifee que les anciennes 
milices de St Dprningue, compofee unique* 

ment 
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ment de proprietairts, dont la mafle entiere, 
a Texemple de nos gardes nationales^ fe-* 
toit pr8te k marchet au premier figrial, et 
^ont une portion feulement feroit un 
fervice afkif et regulier ; . . . • des loix de 
police executees avec prudence et fer- 
mete, qui s'appKquerdicnt a toutes les 
claftes d*indiv;dus, aux hommes de toutes 
les couleurs ; un code complet de Icgifla- 
fion, qui concilieroit a la fbis et la confiance 
que Ton doit aux colons propri^taires, ad- 
miniftrateurs nes de ces etabliflemens^ et la 
proteilion due aux hommes qui cultivcnti 
contre des traitemens d'une rigucur capri« 
cieufe, exageree ou inutile; qtii preyieh- 
droit et puniroit les revokes, conlime les 
abus d'autorite qui les provoquent, et quf 
trjuteroit plus fevSrement encore riiifenfe 
ou plutot le coupable qui tromp^, qtle le 
Bialhtureux abufe qu'il fouleve— un riglc- 
lacnt nouveau fur la maniere de faire la 
traite, qui defende et punifle les exces de 
la cupidite, afin que ces triftes et malheu-^ 
reufes vidimes de nos interets poKtiques^ 
fie lefoient j^Iusdu molns des int^r^ts paf-* 
ticuiiers, et qu'dles n'ayent pas si gemir tout 

a-la-- 
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a-Ia-fois, ct des rigueurs 4'un facrifice deve- 
nu neceflaire pour prevenir de plus grands 
maux, €t dies cruaut^s privees d'une fordide 
economie; tels font les moyens que le rdi 
me charge de vous propofer, et que Vou$ 
peferez dans votre fagafle* Rendons homt^ 
mage a la vraie philantropie^ dont lea abus 
feuls et les faufles applications peuveat 
avoir eu les coQfequences funeftes doiitCMa 
raccufCi Cell a la fbllicitation^ ^ la per^« 
verance touchante.de quelque^ ami$ de Tho* 
manite en Angleterre qu'on doit les deux 
derniers bills du parlement, relatifs st l^ 
traite, qui ameliorent le fort des negr^ 
fixent le nombre que dok contenir chaque 
batiment negrier, et font la part de T^vai^ 
rice pour TempScher de fe la faire dler 
m6me. Un peupte dont la fenfibilit^ QatUp> 
relle avoit devance la loi, chercheraa k* 
furpafler encore par des loix plus deuces ec 
plus humaifne& Si vous joignez aux mof* 
ens que je viens de propofer, Tenvoi de 
troupes pour garnir ces differens points {ou 
tifkcsj en combinant Tinfluence funefte a la 
iongue, d'un climat li different du ndtre, it 

dangereux 
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dangereux fur-tout, et fi proprt a rdacher 
les liens de la difcipllne militaire, peut-etre 
fera-t*il utile de n'y laifTer les m^mes corps 
que deux ou trois ans au plus ; peut-etre 
auffi que Ia\ crainte fondee de faire pafl[er la 
mer a une grande^^partie de Tarhi^e par ces 
changemens fucceilifs et triennau^c, vous 
determinera ^ d'autres mefures que les cir- 
conftances vous prcfenteront. 

** Quant I la defenfe exterieurc, les prin- 
opales fortifications qui conviennent a dcs 
colonies, font des efcadres toujours fubfift- 
anteSy nombre de vaifleaux toujours en 
croifieres: voila les citadelles qu'il nous 
importe d'employer a cet objet j elles ont 
yavantagc d'elever des matelots et des offi- 
cers, d'entretenir notre marine, et de faire 
Tefpeder lepavUlon national fur tputes les 
'mers* 

: •^ Si au milieu de ces grands interets, il 
m'etpit permis, meffieurs, de vous parler 
de mon'zele, je renouvelleroisici TaiTurance 
quVucune des entraves dont on cherche i 
I'embarraflcr ne pourra le ralentir. Les 
Coins (ie radminiilratioii la plus importante 
: pent- 
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peut-fetre, mais a coup fur la plus com- 
pliqu^e, fufEroient fans doute pour rem- 
plir tous mes momens. Obfervez, mef- 
iieurs, qu'elle reunit tous les genres d'in- 
teret, tous les autres genres d'aditxiniftra- 
tion, outre ceux qui lux font propresj 
qii'elle embrafle dans fes details leshommes 
de toutes les nations, detoutes les couleurs, 
de tous les pr^jug^s, les militaires de toutes 
les armes, qu'elle neceffite toutes les efp^ccs 
de comptabilit^, qu'elle exige fur tous ces 
objets la vigilance la plus a£tive et la plus 
foutenue. Jugez s'il eft poffible que 
rhomme charge de cette tache immehfe, et 
qui s'y livre tout entier, ofe efperer de la 
remplir, s'il eft fans cefle d^tourne de ces 
grands interets, par des denonciations mul- 
tipliees et minutieufes, au point de degrader 
le moyen puiflant et neceflaire de la denon- 
ciation fondee. Et ne croyez pas, mef- 
fieurs, que je veuille par-la detourner vos 
regards de celle qui exifte contre moi ; je 
veux feulement premunir votre fageffe con- 
tre celles que nous attendons tous, et qui 
feront nombreufes fans doute, parce que 
' VOL. I, E E notrc 
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notre fevere exa&itude a faire executer ie$ 
nouYelles Icnx, et a reformer les abus 
qu'elles ont condamncs^ ne maaqueni pas 
de fufcker contre nous tous les indhridus 
qui vivoient deuces abus, et qui foufinroni 
de ces reformes. Vous croirez faus pebbC) 
Meffieurs, que ces memes individus feroieot 
nos proneurs les plus zelcs^ ft moms occu- 
pes de Tintoret national que des interets par-* 
ticuliers, nous etions capables de compofet 
avec les prii^cipes, et de ne pas envifager 
Teftime publique^ comme la feule reeojol-? 
penfe que des miniftres citoyens pui^ienl 
ambitionnen 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUMS. 
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